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Fifth  Avenue 


Hotel, 


Madison  Square, 
New  York. 


THE   LARGEST,    BEST  APPOINTED,    AND    MOST  LIBERALLY   MANAGED  \ 
HOTEL    IN    THE    CITY,   WITH   THE 

Most  Central  and  Delightful  Location.  \ 

Hitchcock,  Darling  &  Co.  . 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


LIMITED. 

3fount)eC),  XonOon,  1873, 

Head  Office,  4  Waterloo  Place,  Pall  Mall,  London. 

/TV  HIS  Bank's  Capital,  Guarantee  Fund,  Customers'  Deposits,  and  Moneys 
1      received  from  the  sales  of  Cheques,  are  all  invested  in  British  Govern- 
ment Securities  and  Securities  of  unquestionable  character. 

The  Bank  does  not  discount  notes,  nor  speculate. 

Every  Cheque  that  is  issued  by  the  Bank  is  available  in  almost  every  town 
in  the  civilized  world,  commands  the  highest  rate  of  Exchange  of  the  day 
everywhere,  is  much  cheaper  than  Letters  of  Credit,  and  far  more  convenient, 
for  they  can  be  cashed  at  upward  of  500  of  the  principal  hotels  in  Europe,  at 
the  principal  Railway  Companies  and  Steamship  Companies,  as  well  as  by 
0  Bankers  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

.Visitors  from  Europe,  coming  to  the  United  States,  should  provide  them- 
ec  s  with  Cheque  Bank  Cheques,  as  they  can  be  cashed  in  all  the  principal 
cit  3  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada,  as  well  as  in  Mexico  and  the 
Wp'  j  Indies,  and  all  parts  of  the  world. 

E.  J.     ATHEWS  &  CO.,  Agents,  2  WALL  ST.,  NEW  YORK. 
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OF    INVENTIVE    SKILL. 
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AD  VERTI8EMENTS. 


ALTHOUGH  a  man  may  meet  with  the  misfortune  of  having  both  of  his  legs 
severed  from  his  body,  he  is  not  necessarily  helpless.     By  having  artificial  legs 
with  rubber  feet  applied,  he  can  be  restored  to  his  usefulness. 

The  engraving  represents  Mr.  James  McDonald,  of  Mamaroneck,  N,  Y.,  who 
wears  two  artificial  legs.  When  the  season  permits,  he  may  be  seen  enjoying  the 
pastime  of  skating.  He  is  so  ready  on  his  artificials  that  many  of  his  neighbors  are 
not  aware  of  the  absence  of  his  natural  limbs.  The  latest  information  we  have  re- 
ceived from  him  informs  us  that  he  frequently  indulges  in  the  dance.  He  attends 
parties  and  receptions,  and  enjoys  himself  as  well  as  any  of  the  guests. 


With  the  old  methods  of  complicated  ankle-joints,  an  undertaking  of  this  kind 
would  be  at  the  peril  of  the  wearer,  b\xt  with  the  rubber  feet  he  can  venture  into  all 
sorts  of  operations  with  safety. 

Over  10,000  in  practical  use,  scattered  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Many  of  these 
have  been  made  from  measurements  without  the  presence  of  the  wearer.  Our  copy- 
right formula,  which  any  one  can  easily  fill  out,  supplies  all  the  data  necessary.  The 
press,  eminent  surgeons,  and  competent  judges  commend  the  rubber  foot  and  hand  for 
their  remarkable  advantages.  Every  industrial  exhibition,  where  the  rubber  foot  and 
hand  have  been  exhibited,  has  awarded  the  highest  prizes. 

A  large  illustrated  book,  containing  four  hundred  pages  and  two  hundred  illustra- 
tions, sent  gratis. 

The  rubber  foot  and  hand  have  the  indorsement  of  the  United  States  Government, 
and  are  supplied  to  the  cripples  of  the  United  States  Army  and  Navy. 


A.  A.  MARKS,  701  Broadway,  New  York. 
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THIS  APPARATUS  is  the  simplest,  most  economical,  and  efficient 
device  for  vaporizing  those  liquids  used  in  the  perfuming  or  disin- 
fection of  apartments  or  in  the  treatment  of  patients. 

The  remarkable  testimonials  we  have  received  from  all  classes 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  indicate  that  Creso- 
lene  vaporized  in  a  closed  room  is  an  almost  infallible  remedy  for 
Whooping- Cough,  for  which  distressing  disease  no  other  assured 
remedy  has  come  to  our  knowledge.  It  is  also  exceedingly  efficient 
in  Croup,  Catarrh,  Diphtheria,  Influenza,  and  Scarlet  Fever. 

As  a  means  for  Most  Thorough  Disinfection,  the  VAPORIZER 
and  CRESOLENE  are  specially  adapted. 

Miss  £iuina  Thursby,  34  Gramercy  Park,  New  York,  says:  "It  is  invaluable 
and  so  pleasant  to  have  in  the  sick-chamber.  We  all  seem  to  derive  much  benefit  from  it. 
I  should  like  to  have  another  one  for  my  own  room,  as  I  fancy  it  would  relieve  my  cough." 


Vaporizer  complete,  including  bottle  of  Cresolene,  $1.50. 

ASK   YOUR    DRUGGIST   FOR    IT. 

1.  H.  ScMeffelin  &  Co.,  Sole  Agents,  170  &  172  William  St.,  New  York. 


BIRCH   TAR  AND  SULPHUR 


PREPARED    BY 


J.  D.  STIEFEL,  OFFENBx\CH,  GERMANY. 


The  excellent  effects  attained  by  the  use  of  this  Soap  are  principally 
due  to  the  use  of  pure  Birch  Tar,  combined  with  Sulphur,  in  proportions 
recommended  by  the  best  dermatologists.  It  will  be  found  a  most 
effective  remedy  for  all  skin  eruptions,  producing  a  healthy  complexion. 


ASK   YOUR   DRUGGIST   FOR   IT. 


W.    H.   Schieffelin  &  Co.,   Sole  Agents, 

170  &.  172  William   Street,    New  York 
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THE    SITUATION. 


New  York  from   Fort  Wadsworth,   Staten   Island. 


THE  city  of  New  York  now  includes  Man- 
hattan Island;  Blackwell's,  Ward's,  and 
Randall's  Island  in  the  East  River;  Governor's, 
Bedloe's,  and  Ellis's  Island  in  the  bay,  occu- 
pied by  the  United  States  Government ;  and  a 
portion  of  the  mainland  north  of  Manhattan 
Island,  separated  from  it  by  Harlem  River  and 
Spuyten  Duyvel  Creek.  It  is  bounded  north  by 
the  city  of  Yonkers,  east  by  the  Bronx  and  the 
East  River,  south  by  the  bay,  and  west  by  the 
Hudson  River.  Its  extreme  length  north  from 
the  Battery  is  sixteen  miles ;  its  greatest  width 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Bronx  west  to  the  Hud- 
son is  four  and  a  half  miles.  Its  area  is  forty- 
one  and  a  half  square  miles,  or  twenty-six  thou- 
sand acres. 


Manhattan  Island,  upon  which  the  city  is 
mainly  built,  is  about  thirteen  and  a  half  miles 
in  length  on  one  side  and  eight  on  the  other, 
is  one  mile  and  three  fifths  broad  on  an  average, 
and  is  bounded  at  its  northern  extremity  by 
the  Harlem  River,  which,  with  Sjiuyten  Duyvel 
Creek,  connects  the  Hudson  River  and  East 
River.  It  is  surrounded  by  water  navigable  for 
the  most  part  by  the  largest  vessels,  and  its  har- 
bor is  one  of  the  safest,  largest,  and  most  beau- 
tiful in  the  world. 

Less  than  three  centuries  have  elapsed  since 
Henry  Hudson,  the  Dutch  navigator,  passed 
through  the  Narrows  and  disembarked  from 
his  little  schooner  on  the  present  site  of  the 
Battery. 


NEW  YORK  ILLUSTRATED. 


Traders  followed  Hudson,  and  in  1614  the 
future  metropolis  of  the  New  World  consisted 
of  a  small  fort  on  the  site  of  Bowling  Green, 
and  four  houses.  It  was  then  called  "Nieu 
Amsterdam,"  and  the  domain  acquired  was 
named  the  New  Netherlands. 

When  it  finally  came  into  possession  of  the 
English  in  1674,  the  name  was  changed  to  New 
York.  The  spirit  of  the  staid  and  conservative 
Dutch  burgher  gave  way  to  that  of  the  pushing 
and  energetic  Anglo-Saxon,  and  the  settlement 
expanded  and  grew  rapidly. 

In  1699  the  population  had  increased  to  about 
6,000.  At  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  cent- 
ury the  number  had  reached  60,000,  and  the  city 
extended  about  two  miles  north  from  the  Bat- 
tery ;  in  1830  it  was  202,000 ;  in  1840,  312,710  ; 
in  1850,  515,000;  in  1860,  805,000;  in  1870, 
942,000;  in  1880,  1,206,590;  and  in  1889,  ac- 
cording to  estimates  based  on  the  number  of 
names  in  the  city  directory,  it  has  reached  1,755,- 
610.  There  is  also  a  floating  population  esti- 
mated at  about  400,000. 

Until  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1878  the  city 
ended  at  the  Harlem  River  ;  but  as  a  result  of 
the  elections  of  that  year,  the  towns  of  West 
Farms,  Morrisania,  and  Kings  Bridge,  theretofore 
a  part  of  Westchester  County,  were  annexed  to 
the  advancing  metropolis. 


The  Bay  of  Naples  and  the  Bay  of  Rio  Janei- 
ro are  the  only  harbors  that  rival  that  of  New 
York.  The  outer  bar  is  at  Sandy  Hook,  eight- 
een miles  from  the  Battery,  and  is  crossed  by 
two  ship-channels  from  twenty-one  to  thirty-two 
feet  deep  at  ebb-tide,  and  from  twenty-seven  to 
thirty-nine  feet  at  the  flood,  thus  admitting 
ships  of  the  greatest  draught.  The  Narrows  is 
the  name  of  the  strait  by  which  the  inner  bay 
communicates  with  the  outer  or  maritime  bay, 
and  is  formed  by  the  approach  of  the  shores  of 
Long  Island  and  Staten  Island  within  a  mile  of 
each  other.  This  strait  may  be  likened  to  a 
gateway  from  the  ocean,  while  standing  like  huge 
sentinels  to  guard  the  watery  pass  are  Forts 
Wadsworth  (formerly  Fort  Richmond)  and 
Tompkins  on  the  verge  of  the  Staten  Island 
shore,  and  Fort  Hamilton  on  the  Long  Island 
shore. 

From  the  parapet  of  Fort  Wadsworth  the 
beauty  of  the  panorama  unfolds  itself  in  a  pict- 
ure of  great  charm.  In  the  far  distance  gleam 
the  spires  of  the  city,  while  the  towers  of  the 
Brooklyn  Bridge  seem  mere  useless  erections. 
The  waters  of  the  bay  bear  a  multitude  of  ves- 
sels, from  the  absurdly  important  tugs  and  the 
lazy  sail-boats  to  large  steamboats,  three-masters, 
and  ocean-steamers.  On  the  right  lie  the  green 
shores  of  Long  Island,  on  the  left  tlie  Kill  Van 
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Kull  joins  the  bay,  and  a  dim  haze  shows  where 
lie  Jersey  City  and  Hoboken. 

As  the  inward-bound  traveler  sails  fairly 
within  the  bay,  the  jjicture  becomes  more  and 
more  striking.  In  the  foreground  there  are 
patches  of  green  —  Ellis's  and  Governor's  Is- 
land, whereon  are  defensive  fortifications — 
and  Bedloe's  Island,  the  site  of  the  colossal 
statue  of  "Liberty  Enlightening  the  World," 
executed  by  Bartholdi,  the  gift  of  the  French 
people. 

In  front  looms  the  great  metropolis,  with  its 
miles  of  roofs  and  broken  outlines  of  spires, 
towers,  and  domes.  On  each  side,  as  far  as  the 
eye  can  reach,  the  water-line  is  fringed  with 
masts.  On  the  left  are  the  cities  and  towns  of 
New  Jersey;  on  the  right  is  Brooklyn,  the  "  City 
of  Churches,"  the  dormitory  of  many  people 
whose  work  lies  in  New  York.  Connecting 
Brooklyn  and  New  York  rises  the  East  River 
Bridge,  a  suspension-bridge  with  a  span  of  near- 
ly sixteen  hundred  feet,  the  largest  structure  of 
its  kind  in  the  world.  The  narrow  water-ways 
are  crowded  with  vessels,  and  the  incessant 
movement  of  the  scene  is  extremely  interesting. 


The  situation  of  New  York  for  commercial 
purposes  is  not  surpassed.  Lying  between  the 
North — or,  more  properly  speaking,  Hudson — 
and  the  East  Rivers,  it  has  two  very  extended 
and  convenient  water-fronts,  the  total  length  of 
which  is  about  twenty  miles.  The  water-fronts 
of  Brooklyn,  Jersey  City,  and  Hoboken  be- 
long too,  in  every  essential  sense,  to  New  York, 
and  represent  its  shipping  interests.  The  Hud- 
son River,  which  flows  on  the  west  side  of  the 
city,  bears  an  enormous  aggregate  of  freight 
and  passenger-travel,  and  offers  to  the  stran- 
ger one  of  the  most  picturesque  journeys  in  the 
world. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  city  the  Sound  pours 
its  waters  through  a  narrow  gateway,  giving 
easy  water-carriage  between  the  metropolis  and 
the  New  England  coast.  Until  within  a  recent 
period  the  East  River  passage  was  made  some- 
what dangerous  by  the  submarine  rocks  and 
reefs  of  Hell  Gate,  as  a  portion  of  the  strait  is 
called ;  but  these  hidden  obtacles  to  free  navi- 
gation have  now  been  so  far  destroyed  as  to 
make  the  passage  perfectly  safe  and  easy. 

In  the  East  River  lie  several  islands,  whereof 


View  of  New  York  from   Brooklyn   Heights. 
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the  most  important  are  Blackwell's,  with  the 
penitentiaries,  almshouse,  and  charity  hospital ; 
Ward's,  with  insane  asylums  and  the  hospitals 
maintained  by  the  State  Board  of  Emigration  ; 
and  Randall's,  with  the  House  of  Refuge,  and 
the  infants'  hospital.  Beyond  these  are  Hart's 
Island,  where  is  the  "Potter's  Field,"  and  the 
Brother  Islands,  where  the  small-pox  hospital 


is  situated.  Twenty  miles  from  the  Battery, 
Throg's  Neck,  from  the  New  York  shore,  and 
Willett's  Point,  from  Long  Island,  each  with  a 
fortification,  come  so  close  together  as  to  form  a 
narrow  channel ;  and  here  the  East  River  ends 
and  Long  Island  Sound  begins,  the  tide  from 
the  Sound  and  the  tide  from  the  bay  meeting  at 
this  point. 


STREET    SCENES    AND    BUILDINGS 


THE  stranger  visiting  New  York  is  at  once  j 
impressed  by  the  intense  activity  and  bus-  > 
tie  alike  visible  and  audible  in  all  the  conditions 
of  its  street-life.  The  crush  of  carriages,  drays, 
trucks,  and  other  vehicles,  private  and  public, 
roaring  and  rattling  over  the  stone-paved  streets ; 
the  crowds  of  swiftly  moving  men  walking  as  if 
not  to  lose  a  second  of  time,  their  faces  preoc- 
cupied and  eager  ;  the  sidewalks  encumbered, 
without  regard  to  the  convenience  of  pedes- 
trians, with  boxes  and  bales  of  goods — in  a 
word,  the  whole  aspect  of  New  York  in  its  busi- 
ness portions  is  a  true  key  to  the  character  of 
its  pojjulation,  as  a  most  energetic  and  restless 
people. 

For  the  purpose  of  getting  quickly  an  idea 
of  this  citv,  restless  as  an  ant-hill,  let  us  land  at 


the  foot  of  Whitehall  Street,  to  the  left  of  the 
Battery,  and  walk  northward  along  the  back- 
bone of  the  island,  taking  excursions  to  this  side 
and  to  that  as  may  be  necessary. 

The  Battery,  which  looks  out  on  the  bay,  is 
now  a  serene  and  restful  oasis  in  the  turmoil  of  city 
life  ;  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  however, 
it  was,  as  its  name  implies,  the  princii^al  fortifi- 
cation of  the  little  town.  Now  only  its  name 
remains  warlike. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  Battery  is  the  United 
States  "Barge-Ofiice,"  an  appurtenance  of  the 
Custom-House.  It  is  a  solid  and  well-built  edi- 
fice, in  the  Byzantine  style,  and  highly  effective 
in  its  architectural  features.  Attached  to  it  is  a 
pavilion,  originally  intended  for  a  landing-place 
for  jiassengers  from  the  European  steamers,  and 


U.   S.   Barge  Office,    Battery. 
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The  Washington  Building,   corner  Broadway  and  Battery  Place. 


the  reception  of  their  baggage  pending  exami- 
nation by  Custom  -  House  officers,  but  found 
wholly  inadequate.  The  Barge-Office  is  used  as 
the  headquarters  of  the  various  boats  used  in 
the  revenue  service.  It  contains  also  the  office 
of  the  Shipping  Commissioner,  a  sort  of  general 
guardian  for  "  Poor  Jack."  Near  the  center  of 
the  Battery,  projecting  into  the  bay,  is  Castle 
Garden,  originally,  in  1809,  a  fort  ;  then  a  con- 
cert hall,  now  the  depot  for  immigrants.  It 
was  in  Castle  Garden  that  Jenny  Lind  made  her 
first  appearance  in  America. 

Before  us,  over  intervening  houses  and  trees, 
rise  two  lofty  buildings.     On  our  left,  at  the 


foot  of  Broadway,  is  the  Washington  Building, 
erected  on  the  site  of  an  old  colonial  building 
known  as  the  "Washington  House.  Ojiposite  it 
rises  the  new  Produce  Exchange.  The  general 
style  'is  a  modified  Italian  Renaissance.  It  is 
built  of  red  brick  and  red  terra-cotta,  the  latter 
lending  itself  easily  to  very  beautiful  ornamen- 
tation. The  dimensions  of  the  building  are  a 
front  of  three  hundred  and  seven  feet ;  a  depth 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  with  a  clock-tower 
at  the  easterly  end  covering  forty  by  seventy 
feet.  The  average  height  of  the  facades  is  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  feet;  and  the  clock- 
tower,   which  assumes   the  general  form  of  an 
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Italian  campanile,  is  two  hundred  feet.  The 
entrance  to  the  building  is  by  three  main  porches. 
The  great  hall  of  the  building  is  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  feet  long,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  wide,  and  sixty  feet  high  in  the  center. 
The  building  also  houses  the  Maritime  Exchange, 


Standard  Oil  and  Welles  Buildings,  and  then,  at 
No.  50,  the  architectural  curiosity  called  the  Tow- 
er Building,  twenty-five  feet  broad  and  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six  feet  high.  The  building  is 
braced  within  as  the  girder  of  a  bridge  is  braced, 
to  withstand  the  winds  of  a  New  York  winter. 


Produce   Exchange. 


and  affords  ofSce-room  for  some  two  hundred 
firms. 

Between  the  Washington  Building  and  the 
Produce  Exchange  lies  the  Bowling  Green,  in 
which,  before  the  Revolution,  stood  the  leaden 
statue  of  George  III,  which  the  colonists  finally 
melted  into  bullets.  The  row  of  old-fashioned 
houses,  standing  back  from  the  street,  facing 
the  Green,  occupies  the  site  of  the  old  Fort  Am- 
sterdam and  Fort  George,  the  official  residence 
of  the  Dutch  and  British  Governors. 

Walking  up  Broadway,  we  first  pass  the  huge 


On  the  corner  of  Exchange  Place,  on  our 
right,  we  pass  the  new  building  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Stock  and  Petroleum  Exchange.  A  stone's 
throw  beyond,  on  our  left,  rises  the  most  famous 
church  bviilding  in  America,  Trinity  Church,  at 
the  head  of  Wall  Street,  a  j^jcrpetual  reminder  of 
things  more  solemn  than  mere  money-gettings. 

As  Trinity  Church  is  the  most  famous  church 
in  America,  so  is  Wall  Street  the  most  famous 
street,  and  the  mention  of  the  one  instantly  calls 
to  mind  the  name  of  the  other.  Wall  Street  is 
not  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  runs  from  Broad- 
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way  east  to  the  East  River.  It  derives  its  name 
from  the  fact  that  in  the  old  Dutch  times  the 
city  wall  ran  where  the  street  does  now,  the 
land  to  the  north  being  common  pasturage.  The 
street  is  lined  with  imposing  buildings,  the  most 
prominent  of  which  are  the  United  States  Sub- 
Treasury  and  the  Custom-House. 

The  former  stands  on  the  corner  of  Nassau 
and  Wall  Streets,  directly  opposite  Broad  Street. 
It  occupies  the  site  of  Federal  Hall,  where  the 
first  Congress  of  the  United  States  assembled, 
and  where  George  Washington  was  inaugurated 
first  President.     The  fine  structure  which  now 


his  inauguration.  The  figure  is  in  civic  cos- 
tume, and  of  colossal  size.  On  the  pedestal  is 
placed  the  stone  on  which  Washington  stood 
when  he  took  the  oath  of  oifice.  The  statue 
was  unveiled  November  25,  1883  ;  J.  Q.  A. 
Ward  was  the  sculptor. 

At  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Wall  Streets  we 
find  the  Drexel  Building,  occupied  by  Drexel, 
Morgan  &  Co.,  the  bankers,  and  the  Leather 
Manufacturers'  National  Bank.  It  is  six  stories 
high,  built  of  white  marble  in  the  Renaissance 
style.  Adjoining  it,  on  two  sides,  is  the  Mills 
Building,  a  brick  and  stone  structure  of  many 


The  Consolidated  Stock  and   Petroleum  Exchange. 


lifts  its  front  of  marble  on  the  site  is  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  feet  long,  eighty  feet  wide,  and 
eighty  feet  high.  The  main  entrance  is  in  Wall 
Street,  and  is  made  by  an  imposing  flight  of 
eighteen  broad  marble  steps.  On  these  stands 
a  bronze  statue  of  Washington,  commemorating 


stories,  a  very  hive  of  ofiices.  The  tall  marble 
building  seen  on  the  right  of  the  picture  is  the 
Stock  Exchange,  which  is  in  Broad  Street,  near 
Wall,  with  two  other  entrances  on  Wall  and 
New  Streets.  The  offices  of  the  brokers  Avho 
live,  move,  and  have  their  being  in  the  Exchange 
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New  Buildings,  Wall  Street. 

occupy  nearly  every  building  for  several  blocks  I  great  and  continuous,  and  on  a  busy  day  in  the 
around   this  financial   center.      The  throne   is     stock-market  the  excitement  seems  almost  delir- 


The  Treasury  Building,   Wall  Street. 
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ious,  presenting  to  the  unsuspicious  stranger 
almost  the  aspect  of  an  out-door  bedlam. 

Bank-messengers  with  bags  of  gold  and  pack- 
ages of  bonds  easiljf  convertible  into  gold  ;  office- 
boys  with  saucy  manners  and  no  less  saucy  faces ; 
shrewd  detectives  with  quiet,  unobtrusive  ways, 
altogether  inconspicuous  ;  telegraph-boys  carry- 
ing yellow  envelopes  that  contain  words  jienned 
only  a  few  minutes  before  in  London,  Paris,  or 
San  Francisco  ;  railway  magnates,  spruce  clerks 
and  laborious  porters — all  these  and  other  ele- 
ments are  included  in  the  great  tide  of  life. 

The  interior  of  the  Stock  Exchange  is  occu- 
pied by  a  spacious  and  lofty  hall,  having  a  gal- 


Farther  down  the  street,  on  our  right,  the 
Custom-House  attracts  attention.  This  edifice, 
formerly  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  is  a  huge 
pile  of  Quincy  granite,  two  hundred  bj^  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  feet,  and  seventy-seven  feet  high. 
The  Wall  Street  portico  has  twelve  front,  four 
middle,  and  two  rear  columns,  each  of  granite, 
thirty-eight  feet  high,  and  four  and  a  half  feet  in 
diameter.  The  rotunda  is  eighty  feet  high,  and 
the  dome  is  supported  on  eight  pilasters  of  fine 
Italian  variegated  marble.  The  cost  of  the  build- 
ing and  ground  was  one  million  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  It  is  inadequate  for  its  pres- 
ent use,  so  rapidly  has  the  commerce  of  the  port 
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Broad  Street,  from  corner  of  Wall   Street. 


lery  across  one  end  for  visitors.  When  business 
is  at  its  height,  the  scene  is  a  strange  one.  The 
visitor  looks  down  on  a  tangled  mass  of  human 
beings,  shrieking  and  waving  their  arms  aloft 
like  madmen.  No  order  or  purpose  would  seem 
to  reign  in  this  confusion,  but  underneath  and 
behind  all  this  apparent  chaos  run  the  most  in- 
telligent plans  and  purposes,  and  a  system  which 
is  like  a  piece  of  clock-work.  The  stranger  vis- 
iting New  York  finds  no  more  interesting  spec- 
tacle than  the  interior  of  the  Stock  Exchange 
diu-ing  a  time  of  very  active  speculation. 


of  New  York  expanded,  and  the  erection  of  a 
new  custom-house  has  been  determined  iipon. 

Among  other  buildings  are  the  United  Bank 
Building,  at  the  corner  of  Wall  Street  and  Broad- 
way, the  Mortimer  Building,  the  Gallatin  Bank, 
the  building  erected  by  the  Merchants'  Bank 
and  the  Manhattan  Company,  the  Bank  of  New 
York,  the  Royal  Insurance  Company's  Building, 
the  Central  Trust  Company's  and  Brown  Broth- 
ers' Building.  A  little  farther  down  Wall,  we 
cross  Pearl  Street,  the  locality  of  cotton-brokers, 
the  Cotton  Exchange,  and  wholesale  houses  in 
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various  mercliandise.  At  the  foot  of  Wall  Street 
is  one  of  the  ferries  which  connect  New  York 
with  Brooklyn. 

Proceeding  one  block  to  the  north,  we  find 


Looking  northward  from  the  Treasury  we 
have  a  view  of  Nassau  Street — a  wonderfully 
busy  thoroughfare,  crowded  with  lofty  build- 
ings.    Between  Cedar  and  Liberty  Streets  is  a 


The  Custom  House,   Wall   Street. 


ourselves  in  Pine  Street,  a  thoroughfare  running 
parallel  to  Wall  Street,  whose  general  effect  is 
somber  from  its  narrowness  and  the  lofty  build- 
ings which  keep  it  in  shadow.  Opposite  the 
head  of  the  street,  in  Trinity  churchyard,  stands 
the  Martyrs'  Monument,  erected  by  the  Trinity 
Corporation  in  memory  of  the  soldiers  who  died 
in  the  British  prison-ships  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  to  prevent  the  contemplated  exten- 
sion of  Pine  Street. 

On  the  north  side  of  Pine  Street,  occupying 
almost  the  entire  block  bounded  by  Pine,  Nas- 
sau, and  Cedar  Streets  and  Broadway,  stands 
the  largest  building  in  the  city,  that  of  the 
Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society.  The  first 
store  contains  a  restaurant,  a  safe-deposit  com- 
pany, and  a  large  arcade  with  shops  on  either 
side,  the  second  and  third  floors  are  devoted  to 
the  offices  of  the  society  and  its  agents,  while 
the  rest  of  the  building  is  given  up  almost 
entirely  to  offices,  especially  those  of  lawyers. 
About  half  of  the  fifth  floor  is  occupied  by  the 
Lawyers'  Club,  which  contains  an  excellent  law 
library.  A  fine  view  of  the  city  is  obtained  from 
the  roof,  which  is  reached  by  quick-running  ele- 
vators ;  and  upon  the  roof  is  the  New  York  sta- 
tion of  the  United  States  Weather  Bureau. 


splendid  granite  structure  erected  for  the  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company.  This  building  stands 
on  the  site  of  the  old  Post-Office,  peculiarly  in- 
teresting as  historic  ground.  The  Post-Office 
was  originally  an  old  Dutch  church,  built  long 
before  the  Revolution.  It  was  used  during  the 
English  occupancy  as  a  riding-school  for  the 
British  cavalry,  and  at  one  time  as  a  British 
prison.  The  new  building  on  its  site  is  a  splen- 
did structure  ;  but  it  is  a  pity  that  every  historic 
building  in  New  Y^ork  must  yield  to  the  pressure 
of  trade.  The  style  is  a  modification  of  the 
Italian  Renaissance;  the  stories  are  grouped  so 
as  to  form  three  grand  divisions,  and  the  facade 
is  divided  into  a  recessed  center  flanked  by  pa- 
vilions on  Cedar  and  Liberty  Streets.  The  first 
stories  are  built  of  solid  Maine  granite,  the  up- 
per of  Indiana  limestone.  The  portico,  two  sto- 
ries high,  is  an  impressive  feature.  The  capitals 
of  the  polished  granite  columns  and  piers  are 
beautifully  carved  in  white  marble,  the  capitals 
on  the  second  stoiy  displaying  finely  executed 
heads  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  from 
original  designs  and  by  celebrated  sculptors. 
The  work  throughout  is  most  substantial,  and 
does  not  contain  a  particle  of  wood.  The  in- 
terior hall  is  of  white  marble,  and  white  marble 
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wainscoting  surrounds  the  large  rooms.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  this  magnificent  building  is 
placed  in  a  street  so  narrow  that  its  beauties  can 
not  be  properly  seen. 

Nassau  Street  is  a  narrow  canon,  the  sides 
of  which  are  lofty  buildings.  Enough  of  the 
passers  up  and  down  Nassau  Street  to  give  a 
distinct  air  to  the  street  are  lawyers,  hurrying 
from  their  offices,  which  are  near  their  clients, 
to  the  court-rooms,  wliich  are  in  and  around  the 
City  Hall.  Second-hand  book  dealers,  law- 
book dealers,  and  law  stationers  abound  in  this 
narrow  street  ;  and  so  great  is  the  traffic  that 
street  hucksters,  who  may  do  business  in  other 


and  Morse  Buildings,  devoted  to  offices  and 
stores  ;  in  the  distance  is  the  Tribune  Building. 
On  the  left  rise  Temple  Court  and  the  Potter 
and  the  new  "Times"  Buildings,  and  at  the 
foot  of  the  latter  building  is  the  Register's 
Office,  in  the  City  Hall  Park,  "  the  Park  "  to  all 
old  New-Yorkers. 

Opposite  the  Equitable  Building,  in  Broad- 
way again,  is  the  Boreel  Building,  on  the  site  of 
the  old  De  Lancey  mansion,  in  which  the  Wash- 
ington inauguration  ball  was  given. 

Continuing  our  walk  up  Broadway,  we  come 
soon  to  the  Evening  Post  Building,  on  the 
corner  of  Fulton  Street,  only  a  block  below  the 


The  Cotton  Exchange,  Hanover  Square,  Pearl  Street. 


streets  at  all  times,  are  not  allowed  in  Nassau 
Street  until  after  six  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
Our  illustration  gives  a  view  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  street  :  on  the  right  are  the  Vanderbilt 


Post-Office,  and  the  most  famous  hotel  in  Amer- 
ica, the  Astor  House. 

Few  of  the  down-town  streets   offer  more 
variety  than  Fulton  Street,  which  extends  from 
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river  to  river,  having  at  its  termini  two  of  the 
most  important  markets  in  the  city,  Washington 
Market  on  the  North  River  and  Fulton  Market 
at  the  East  River  terminus.  It  is  tlie  principal 
approach  to  Fulton  Ferry,  the  most  largely  pat- 
ronized of  the  New  York  ferries,  which  in  the 
morning  from  seven  to  ten,  and  in  the  evening 
from  four  to  seven,  presents  a  most  animated 


cialties — fish,  which  are  sold  on  the  northern 
or  Beekman  Street  side  of  the  building  ;  and 
oysters,  which  are  served  in  all  styles  on  the 
southern  and  eastern  sides.  Fulton  Market  oys- 
ters have  a  reputation  recognized  the  country 
over. 

Northward  of  Fulton  Street,  extending  from 
City  Hall  Park  to  the  East  River,  the  explorer 


scene  of  diversified  throngs  moving  to  and  from 
Brooklyn, 

Fulton  Market  for  many  years  has  been  one 
of  the  celebrated  places  of  New  York  to  which 
most  strangers  are  desirous  of  paying  a  visit. 
The  buildings  until  recently  were  very  old,  and 
surrounded  by  many  dilapidated  wooden  shan- 
ties ;  but  a  new  brick  structure  has  been  com- 
pleted on  the  site,  and  the  character  of  the 
market  redeemed.     Fulton  Market  has  two  spe- 


finds  himself  in  the  so-called  "Swamp,"  the 
center  of  the  hide  and  leather  trade  of  New 
York.  The  name  was  given  on  account  of  the 
low  situation,  which  caused  it  to  be  overflowed 
at  very  high  tides.  The  streets  in  this  region 
are  short  and  narrow,  and  the  air  is  strongly 
impregnated  with  the  pungent  odor  of  salted 
hides  and  fresh  sole-leather,  mixed  with  the 
more  aromatic  smell  of  kid,  morocco,  and  calf- 
skin.    This  business  portion  of  New  York  still 
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The  Equitable   Insurance  Company's  Building,   Broadway,   between   Pine  and  Cedar  Streets. 


Mutual  Life  Insurance  Connpany's   Building,   Nassau  Street. 
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supplies  most  of  the  country  with  the  articles  in 
which  it  deals,  though,  since  so  many  other 
ports  of  entry  have  been  established  throughout 
the  country,  the  amount  of  the  trade  has  some- 
what fallen  off.  The  approaches  of  the  East 
River  Bridge  skirt  the  Swamp  on  the  north. 

Returning  now  to  Broadway,  let  us  take  a 
stand  on  the  Post-Office  corner  at  the  junction 


corporosity  on  the  opposite  walk.  The  crush  of 
vehicles  here  is  sometimes  so  great  as  to  delay 
movement  for  ten  minutes  or  more,  and  it  re- 
quires the  greatest  energy  on  the  part  of  the 
police  to  disentangle  the  dense,  chaotic  mass, 
and  set  it  in  progress  again.  For  those  who  are 
not  obliged  to  cross  the  choked-up  thorough- 
fare, the  scene  is  full  of  brief  amusement — hack- 


Nassau  Street,  north  from  Wall  Street. 


of  Broadway  and  Park  Row  and  look  at  the 
animated  scene,  than  which  nothing  in  the 
street  life  of  New  York  is  more  striking.  From 
morning  till  night  there  moves  by  an  ever- 
changing  procession  of  vehicles  that  have  poured 
into  the  great  artery  from  a  thousand  tributa- 
ries, and,  to  cross  Broadway  at  times  at  this 
spot,  one  must  needs  be  a  sort  of  animated  bill- 
iard-ball, with  power  to  carom  from  wheel  to 
wheel  until  he  can  safely  "pocket"  his  personal 


drivers,  truckmen,  car-drivers,  all  swearing  ve- 
hemently at  each  other  or  interchanging  all 
kinds  of  "chaff"  ;  passengers  indignantly  rail- 
ing at  the  delay,  and  police-officers  yelling  and 
waving  their  clubs  in  their  attempts  to  get  the 
machinery  of  travel  again  running  smoothly.  If 
at  such  a  time  a  fire-engine  comes  rattling  up 
the  street  post-haste  for  the  scene  of  a  fire,  and 
attempts  to  enforce  its  right  of  way,  the  confu- 
sion becomes  doubly  confounded,  and  the  scene 
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a  veritable  pandemonium.  Ordina- 
rily, however,  such  tangles  of  traffic 
do  not  occur,  for  this  locality  is  fully 
supplied  with  policemen,  whose  main 
business  is  to  prevent  blockades. 

The  outlook  down  Broadway 
from  the  Post-Office  is  in  all  respects 
picturesque  and  impressive,  and  fills 
the  mind  with  a  vivid  sense  of  the 
activity  of  New  York.  In  the  dis- 
tance the  towers  of  Trinity  Church 
and  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance 
Building  lift  themselves  as  land- 
marks, and  noble  buildings  thickly 
stud  the  squares  between.  The 
"New  York  Evening  Post"  Build- 
ing and  the  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Building  catch  the  eye  for 
their  massiveness  and  dignity  ;  and 
directly  opposite  the  spectator,  but 
standing  diagonally  to  each  other, 
the  Astor  House  and  ' '  Herald " 
Building  demand  the  attention  as 
representing  institutions  which  have 
been  household  words  in  New  York 
for  the  last  forty  years  or  more.  Up 
and  down  this  vista  roars  a  tide  of 
travel  and  traffic,  and  the  eye  can 
find  food  for  continual  interest  in 
its  changing  kaleidoscope.  Well- 
dressed  men  and  women  are  brushed 
in  the  throng  by  beggars  and  labor- 
ers grimed  wdth  the  dust  of  work. 
Fruit  and  flower  stands  offer  their 
tempting  burdens  on  every  corner, 
and  retail  venders  of  all  kinds  ped- 
dle their  goods,  and  add  fresh  dis- 
cord to  the  din  by  their  shrill  crying 
of  their  wares.  The  horse-cars  keep 
Broadway  awake  much  later  than 
formerly.  They  run  until  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  the  street  re- 
tains its  activity  until  far  into  the 
night. 

The  most  imjiosing  of  the  public 
edifices  of  New  York  is  the  Post- 
Office  and  United  States  Court  Build- 
ing, at  the  junction  of  Park  Row 
and  Broadway.  The  materials  used 
are  granite,  iron,  brick,  and  glass  ; 
the  former  coming  from  an  island 
off  the  coast  of  Maine.  The  style 
of  architecture  adopted  is  that 
known  as  the  Doric,  modified,  how- 
ever, by  the  Renaissance.  The  north  front  of  I  length,  the  Broadway  front  three  hundred  and 
the  building  is  two  hundred  and  ninety  feet  in  |  forty  feet,  and  the  Park  Row  front  three  hun- 


Upper  part  of  Nassau   Street. 
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dred  and  twenty  feet  in  the  clear.  On  each  of 
these  two  fronts,  however,  there  is  an  angle 
which,  running  back  some  distance,  and  then 
projecting,  forms  the  entrance  looking  down 
Broadway.  The  entire  width  of  this  front  is 
one  hundred  and  thirty  feet.  These  entering 
angles  and  projecting  jaortico  give  this  front  a 
very  bold  and  striking  appearance.  In  the  origi- 
nal design  it  was  intended  that  the  building 
should  have  a  cellar,  a  basement,  three  stories, 
and  also  an  attic;  but,  through  an  after-thought 


ment,  which  is  devoted  to  the  sorting  of  letters 
and  making  up  the  mails.  The  first  floor  is  used 
as  the  receiving  department  ;  comprising  the 
money-order  and  registering  offices,  stamp  and 
envelope  bureaus,  and  jjostmaster's  and  secre- 
taries' private  rooms.  On  the  second  and  third 
floors  are  the  United  States  Court  rooms,  and 
the  attic  supplies  rooms  to  the  janitor,  watch- 
men, etc.  There  are  twelve  elevators  for  the 
various  purposes  of  the  establishment,  and  for 
light  and   heat   the   most   perfect   contrivances 


Post-Office  and  U.  S.  Court  Building. 


of  the  architect,  a  fourth  story  has  been  added. 
The  roof  is  of  the  Mansard  style,  the  upright  por- 
tion being  covered  with  slate  and  the  flat  portion 
with  copper.  In  accordance  with  the  plans  of  the 
architect,  the  basement  consists  of  one  vast  apart- 


known  have  been  adopted.  It  was  completed 
in  the  summer  of  1875,  and  first  occupied  Sep- 
tember 1st  of  that  year. 

From  the  reports  of  the  heads  of  the  various 
departments  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1889, 
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it  appears  that  302,939,901  pieces  of  mail  matter 
were  delivered  through  the  boxes  and  by  car- 
riers. Nearly  850,000,000  pieces  were  handled 
during  the  year,  giving  a  daily  average  of  over 
2,500,000;  more  than  2,500  men  are  employed, 
and  communication  is  kept  up  with  about  forty 
thousand  post-offices. 

As  the  letters  are  consigned  to  the  mail 
through  the  various  "drops"  in  the  corridors, 
they  are  "faced  up"  or  put  with  all  their 
directed  sides  facing  the  same  way.  As  fast  as 
they  fall  upon  a  table  a  man  prepares  them  for 
the  stamper,  and  after  the  stamper  comes  the 
separator,  who  puts  the  letters  for  each  mail  to- 
gether; after  him  the  mail-maker  takes  a  hand 


ing  the  several  packages  with  unerring  aim  into 
their  several  divisions,  arranged  like  large  pig- 
eon-holes in  a  semicircular  form.  These  pigeon- 
holes slope  downward  toward  the  back,  and, 
even  while  the  poucher  is  throwing,  the  dispatch- 
er may  be  affixing  the  pouches  at  the  back, 
opening  a  sliding  door  and  emptying  the  mail 
into  the  bags,  which  are  immediately  locked 
and  sent  off  to  the  wagons  which  take  them  to 
the  railway-depots. 

Of  the  whole  number — about  three  hundred 
millions  of  letters  and  packages  a  year  at  this 
time — about  one  half  are  distributed  through 
boxes  at  the  central  office,  about  one  fourth  by 
carriers,  and  about  one  fourth  are  sent  to  the 


The  City  Hall 


and  verifies  every  letter  in  each  mail,  ties  them 
into  a  bundle,  and  puts  on  each  a  printed  label 
marked  with  its  destination,  and  stamped  with 
his  own  name.  When  the  packages  are  opened 
on  the  postal-car,  the  route  agent  marks  what- 
ever errors  there  may  be  in  them  upon  the  labels 
and  returns  these  to  the  New  York  Post-Office. 
A  rigid  account  of  these  errors  is  kept,  and  every 
man's  percentage  of  correctness  for  a  given  time 
is  set  opposite  his  name,  on  a  sheet  that  is  con- 
spicuously posted  in  the  office.  Some  men  have 
become  so  accurate  that  they  will  have  for  sev- 
eral months  a  clean  record,  not  having  made  a 
single  mistake  in  the  mailing  of  a  letter. 

When  the  mail-maker  has  tied  up  his  letters 
they  go  to  the  poucher,  who  assorts  them,  throw- 


stations  in  other  parts  of  the  city.  Every  letter 
received  here  is  stamped  at  once  with  the  hour 
of  its  arrival.  All  letters  coming  in  between  ten 
and  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  are  stamped 
"11  A.  M."  When  the  hour  turns,  the  stamper 
wipes  his  stamp  clean  of  ink,  lays  it  away  in  a 
drawer  and  takes  a  new  one  with  the  next  hour 
upon  it  and  proceeds  again.  The  greatest  care 
is  exercised  to  have  the  stamp  legible. 

At  the  hour  of  departure  of  the  carriers,  the 
delivery  department  is  full  of  animation;  the 
men  in  their  uniforms  pass  from  one  assorter's 
table  to  another,  and  take,  each  from  his  own 
box,  all  the  mail  deposited  therein,  while  the 
impassive  assorter  goes  right  on  throwing  mail 
into  the  box  for  the  next  delivery.     Then  you 
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■will  see  the  carriers  at  a  long  counter,  which  is 
divided  by  little  raised  partitions  into  compart- 
ments, each  making  his  mail  into  a  conveniently 
arranged  bundle. 

The  City  Hall,  wherein  are  located  the  heads 
quarters  of  the  Municipal  Government,  stands 
in  the  Park,  between  the  Post-Office  and  the 
County  Court-House,  and  was  erected  between 
the  years  1803  and  1813,  at  a  cost  of  more  than 
half  a  million  dollars,  the  location  then  being 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  The  edifice  is  of 
white  marble,  with  a  rear  wall  of  brown-stone. 
The  rear  was  built  of  brown  stone  because  it 
was  thought  that  no  one,  worth  considering, 
would  be  likely  to  see  the  building  from  the 
north.  To-day  the  city  extends  one  mile  south 
and  nearly  fifteen  miles  north  of  the  City  Hall. 
The  building  is  in  the  Italian  style,  the  di- 
mensions being  two  hundred  and  sixteen  feet 
long  by  one  hundred  and  five  deep.  It  contains 
the  Mayor's  office.  Common  Council  Chamber, 
and  other  city  offices,  and  the  City  Library. 
The  "  Governor's  Room,"  on  the  second  floor,  is 
used  for  official  receptions,  and  contains  the 
desk  on  which  George  Washington  penned  his 
first  message  to  Congress,  the  chairs  used  by  the 


portraits  of  many  of  the  mayors  of  the  city.  State 
Governors,  and  leading  national  officers  and 
Revolutionary  chieftains,  mostly  by  well-known 
artists.  The  building  is  surmounted  by  a  cupola 
containing  a  four-dial  clock,  which  is  illumi- 
nated at  night  by  gas.  This  building  has  been 
the  scene  of  many  noteworthy  episodes  in  city, 
State,  and  national  affairs.  Although  the  first 
of  the  imjjortant  public  buildings  erected  in 
New  York,  it  is  generally  conceded  to  be  unex- 
celled in  purity  and  beauty  of  design. 

The  New  Court-House,  which  stands  close  at 
hand,  is  of  white  marble ;  the  prevailing  order 
of  architecture  is  Corinthian,  and  the  general 
effect  of  its  proportions  is  striking.  The  struct- 
ure is  three  stories  in  height,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  long  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
wide.  The  portico  and  steps,  with  the  columns, 
on  the  Chambers  Street  front,  are  said  to  be  the 
finest  of  the  kind  in  America.  The  interior  of 
the  edifice  is  equally  elaborate  and  complete, 
the  beams  and  staircases  being  of  iron  and  the 
finishing  of  hard  wood.  The  State  courts  and 
several  of  the  city  departments  have  their  head- 
quarters in  the  building.  There  was  a  good  deal 
of  scandal  connected  with  the  erection  of  the 


Printing  House   Square  and  Park  Row. 


first  Congress,  the  chair  in  which  Washington 
was  inaugurated  first  President  of  the  United 
States,   and  a  gallery  of  paintings,   embracing 


building,  as  it  was  one  of  the  chief  vehicles  of 
peculation  by  the  "Ring"  in  1869-70,  large 
sums  appropriated  for  its  construction  finding 
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their  ■^vay  into  the  pockets  of  the  existing  city 
officials. 

East  of  the  City  Hall  Park,  immediately 
south  of  the  entrance  to  the  Brooklyn  Bridge,  is 
Printing-House  Square,  in  which  are  gathered 
the  offices  of  the  principal 

newspapers   of    the   city.  . 

On  the  south,  on  the 
"delta"  between  Nassau 
Street  and  Park  Row. 
stands  the  Times  Build- 
ing, thirteen  stories  in 
height,  dignified  and 
stately,  and  deserving  its 
nickname  of  "the  Cathe- 
dral." Next  to  the  Times 
Building  is  the  Potter 
Building,  given  up  to  of- 
fices. In  Beekman  Street 
opposite  is  Temple  Court, 
a  vast  structure  also  occu- 
pied by  offices. 

The  Tribune  Building 
is  another  lofty  structure, 
consisting  of  alternations 
of  granite  and  brick ;  next 
to  it  is  the  Sun  Building, 
noticeable  for  its  small 
size.  It  was  once  the 
head-quarters  of  the  Tam- 
many Society,  and  was 
built  some  sixty  years  ago. 
The  new  "World  Build- 
ing, destined  to  rival  the 

Times  Building  in  size,  is  immediately  north  of 
the  Sun  Building  ;  beyond  the  bridge  is  the  im- 
posing structure  occupied  by  the  Staats-Zeitung 
newspaper.  Our  illustration  (page  24)  shows 
the  Potter,  the  Times,  and  the  Tribune  Build- 
ings as  seen  from  City  Hall  Park. 

From  Chambers  Street,  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  City  Hall  Park,  to  Fourteenth  Street, 
Broadway  presents  to  the  eye  a  picture  of  active 
business  life  in  all  the  departments  of  trade. 
The  street  is  practically  divided  into  sections, 
each  occupied  in  greater  or  less  degree  by  a 
single  trade.  Office  buildings,  railway  ticket- 
offices,  and  a  few  wholesale  and  retail  stores  fill 
it  until  Franklin  Street  is  reached  ;  there  the 
"dry-goods  district"  is  reached,  wherein  mill- 
ions of  dollars  worth  of  goods  are  stored,  and 
where  the  fire-engines  and  the  policemen  are 
more  numerous  than  in  any  other  district  of  the 
same  size  in  the  city. 

Just  before  reaching  this  district,  we  come 
to  the  handsome  building  of  the  New  York  Life 


Insurance  Company  at  the  corner  of  Leonard 
Street.  It  is  of  pure  white  marble,  of  the  Ionic 
order  of  architecture,  the  design  having  been 
suggested  by  the  Temple  of  Erectheus  at  Ath- 
ens.   The  attic  story  and  Mansard  roof  are  addi- 


New  York  Life   Insurance   Building,   corner  Broadway  and   Leonard   Street. 


tions  to  the  original  structure.  The  exterior  is 
a  model  of  architectural  taste,  and  the  offices 
within  are  remarkable  for  beauty  and  conven- 
ience. The  appointments  of  the  interior  are  very 
handsome  and  tasteful.  The  company  is  one  of 
the  oldest  in  the  country. 

Were  it  not  that  the  Tombs,  as  the  City 
Prison  of  New  York  is  commonly  called,  is  so 
unfortunately  located,  it  would  be  one  of  the 
most  striking  and  impressive  buildings  of  the 
metropolis.  It  is  an  admirable  specimen  of 
Egj'ptian  architecture,  and  the  gloomy  majesty 
of  its  aspect  assorts  well  with  its  character  as  a 
temple  of  woe  and  misery,  for  here  have  been 
performed  for  nearly  half  a  century  all  the  trage- 
dies of  justice  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
city.  The  building  is  a  large  one,  occupying 
the  entire  square  bounded  by  Centre  Street  on 
the  east,  Elm  Street  on  the  west,  Leonard  Street 
on  the  south,  and  Franklin  Street  on  the  north, 
but  its  really  grand  proportions  are  greatly 
dwarfed  by  its  situation,  which  is  in  a  depres- 
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sion,  so  that  the  top  of  its  massive  walls  scarce- 
ly rises  above  the  level  of  Broadway,  which  is 
about  one  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  west- 
ern fa§ade.  The  building  is  entirely  of  granite, 
and  appears  as  one  lofty  story,  the  windows 
being  carried  from  a  point  about  two  yards 
above  the  ground  up  to  beneath  the  cornice. 
The  main  entrance  is  in  Centre  Street,  and  is 
reached  by  a  flight  of  wide,  dark  stone  steps, 
through  an  exceedingly  lugubrious  but  spacious 
portico  supported  by  four  massive  columns.    The 


most  of  the  manufacturing  clothiers  ;  the  fur 
district  encroaches  upon  the  clothiers  at  Prince 
Street,  but  only  temporarily  ;  and  the  clothing 
trade  maintains  its  ascendency  to  Houston 
Street.  At  Bond  Street,  where  the  establish- 
ment of  D.  Appleton  &  Co.  is  situated,  the  book 
district  begins  ;  this  is  not  confined  to  Broad- 
way even  so  mucli  as  are  the  other  trades,  but 
gives  a  tone  to  some  of  the  adjacent  streets. 

Astor  Place,  where  is  the  Mercantile  Library, 
and  Lafayette  Place,  parallel  to  Broadway  on  the 


City  Prison,  or  "The  Tombs. 


Court  of  Special  Sessions  and  a  police  court  are 
held  in  the  building.  Internally  the  prison  is 
rather  a  series  of  buildings  than  a  single  struct- 
ure. The  cells  rise  in  tiers  one  above  the  other, 
with  a  separate  corridor  for  each  row.  Besides 
those  awaiting  trial  in  the  Special  Sessions  and 
police  courts,  persons  accused  or  convicted  of 
the  more  heinous  crimes  are  confined  here  until 
they  have  been  tried  before  the  higher  courts, 
or  until  they  depart  for  the  State  Prison,  or  are 
ready  for  the  death  penalty.  The  gallows  was 
formerly  in  the  quadrangle  of  the  prison,  but 
executions  hereafter  are  to  be  by  electricity. 

The  "  dry  goods  district"  extends  up  to 
Howard  Street,  across  the  broad,  low-lying 
Canal  Street,  once  the  bed  of  a  rivulet  trans- 
formed into  a  canal.  From  Howard  Street 
north  comes  the  clothing  district,  in  which  are 


east  from  Great  Jones  Street  to  Astor  Place,  are 
notable  literary  centers,  with  their  great  libra- 
ries and  their  numerous  printing  and  publishing 
oflSces.  The  principal  building  in  Lafayette 
Place  is  the  Astor  Library,  the  largest  and  best 
collection  of  books  for  the  student  in  New  York 
city,  though  the  Lenox  Library  has  more  rare 
special  works.  The  building  is  a  handsome  and 
massive  pile  of  brick  and  brown-stone,  in  the 
Romanesque  style  of  architecture.  The  first 
endowment  was  by  John  Jacob  Astor,  some 
thirty  years  ago,  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  which  was  supplemented  by 
his  sons,  William  B.  and  John  Jacob  Astor. 
The  property  of  the  library  at  the  present  time 
in  building,  books,  and  funds,  amounts  to  more 
than  a  million  dollars. 

The   library  as  now  constituted  is   divided 
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into  the  Hall  of  Sciences  and  Hall  of  Histories, 
the  latter  including  everything  in  the  way  of 
miscellaneous  literature.     Above  the  main  read- 


Sanitary  Commission  deposited  in  the  Astor  Li- 
brary the  archives  of  the  commission,  and,  after 
a  career  of  eighteen  years,  ceased  to  exist.    These 


Astor  Library,   Lafayette   Plac 


ing-rooms  there  are  sixty  alcoves,  and  the  vol- 
umes now  on  the  shelves  number  nearly  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  which  can  be  used 
on  the  premises  for  reference  purposes.  Any 
respectable  person  may  have  access  to  the  treas- 
ures of  the  institution,  and  the  librarian  and 
assistants  are  always  willing  to  assist  the  student 
by  suggestions  in  the  investigation  of  any  study. 
Permission  to  use  the  alcoves  for  study  and  work 
may  also  be  obtained,  if  satisfactory  references 
are  brought.  Although  some  of  the  departments 
are  deficient,  the  Astor  Library,  on  the  whole, 
may  be  pronounced  to  be  remarkably  well 
equipped  for  the  working  needs  of  the  scholar. 
The  average  yearly  attendance  for  some  years 
past  has  been  about  sixty  thousand  readers. 
Among  the  treasures  in  the  library  are  a  number 
of  very  rich  and  rare  manuscripts  in  Greek  and 
Latin,  given  by  Mr.  Astor.  It  has  the  largest 
manuscript  volume  known  ;  it  is  the  volume  of 
chants  used  at  the  coronation  of  the  French 
kings  for  many  years,  and  is  superbly  illuminated 
with  vignettes  by  well-known  early  French  art- 
ists. These  books  will  be  shown  by  the  libra- 
rian on  application.  A  number  of  black-letter 
works,  including  a  copy  of  the  first  printed  Bi- 
ble, are  also  in  the  library,  and  a  fair  collection 
of  Shakespeareana.     In  1878  the  United  States 


records  of  the  most  complete  and  effective  work 
in  relieving  the  sorrows  and  sufferings  of  war 
which  the  world  had  up  to  that  time  seen,  are  a 
very  valuable  monument  to  the  zeal  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  American  people,  and  form  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  unwritten  history  of  the 
great  civil  war. 

Other  important  buildings  in  Lafayette  Place 
are  the  De  Vinne  Press,  a  great  printing  estab- 
lishment, and  St.  Joseph's  Home,  at  the  corner 
of  Great  Jones  Street.  Built  by  St.  Joseph's  Un- 
ion for  newsboys,  bootblacks,  and  similar  waifs 
and  strays,  the  latter  is  designed  to  furnish  this 
class  what  shall  be  at  once  a  home  and  a  school 
for  religious  training.  The  building  contains 
extensive  school-rooms,  a  chapel,  library,  dormi- 
tories, refectories,  etc.  The  dimensions  are  one 
hundred  and  eighty  by  eighty  feet,  with  a  height 
of  ten  stories,  including  Mansard-roof  and  base- 
ment. This  edifice  is  made  as  near  fire-proof  as 
possible,  window- casings  and  door-frames  being 
the  only  wood  used,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  inte- 
rior fittings  being  of  slate  and  marble.  The 
administration  and  discipline  of  the  institution 
are  of  the  most  thorough  character.  The  total 
cost  of  St.  Joseph's  Home  is  estimated  at  nearly 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

At  Ninth  Street  Broadway  becomes  a  retail 
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street.  Much  of  the  glitter  and  rush  of  old  days 
has  returned  with  the  horse-cars,  and  from  E.  J. 
Denning  &  Co.'s  store,  once  occupied  by  A.  T. 
Stewart  &  Co.,  up  to  Fourteenth  Street,  the  old 
glory  of  the  street  seems  to  have  returned.  The 
movement,  however,  is  upward,  and  one  must 
go  to .  Fourteenth  Street,  to  Broadway  above 
Union  Square,  to  Twenty-third  Street,  or  to 
Sixth  Avenue  from  Fourteenth  to  Twenty-third 
Street,  if  he  would  see  the  throngs  of  people  and 
all  the  brilliant  life  that  in  former  years  charac- 
terized Broadway  from  Canal  Street  to  Tenth 
Street. 

Among  the  minor  parks  of  New  York,  Union 
Square  is  one  of  the  most  pretty  and  noted.  Its 
extent  is  about  three  and  a  half  acres,  and  it 
lies  between  Broadway  and  Fourth  Avenue,  and 
Fourteenth  and  Seventeenth  Streets.     It  has  a 


trees.  In  the  early  morning  and  afternoon,  this, 
like  all  the  other  parks,  is  the  resort  of  children 
and  nurse-maids  wheeling  baby-carriages,  and 
juvenile  life  lends  to  its  aspect  one  of  its  pretti- 
est features. 

Statues  of  Washington  and  Lincoln  face  the 
park  on  the  southeast  and  southwest  corners  re- 
spectively, and  another,  of  Lafayette,  is  almost 
hidden  in  the  foliage,  opposite  Broadway.  The 
equestrian  statue  of  Washington  is  by  Henry 
K.  Browne,  and  is  fourteen  and  a  half  feet  in 
height,  the  entire  monument,  including  the  ped- 
estal, being  twenty-nine  feet.  The  bronze 
statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  also  by  Browne, 
stands  on  a  granite  pedestal  at  the  opposite 
angle  of  the  square,  and  is  an  admirable  like- 
ness of  the  great  original  in  form  and  feature. 
The  statue  of  Lafayette,  also  of  bronze,  is  by 


St.  Joseph's  Home,   Lafayette  Place. 


fountain  in  its  center  and  a  number  of  fine 
shade-trees,  and  during  the  summer  season  its 
benches  are  thronged  with  loungers,  who  while 
away  the  houi-s  of  the  day  in  the  shadow  of  the 


the  French  sculptor  Bartholdi.  On  the  west 
side  is  a  large  bronze  drinking-fountain,  the  gift 
of  Mr.  D.  Willis  James. 

A  paved  plaza  borders  the  park  on  the  north 
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along  Seventeenth  Street,  where,  on  sijecial  occa- 
sions, a  row  of  ornamental  colored  gas-lamps  are 
lighted.  A  cottage  within  the  park  facing  the 
plaza  has  a  balcony  for  the  accommodation  of 
reviewing  officers  of  military  parades,  and'  it  is 
also  used  as  a  platform  for  public  speakers  ou 


a  never-ending  source  of  amusement,  make  a 
soothing  imiiression  on  the  senses. 

The  surroundings  of  Union  Square  are  of  in- 
terest, and  make  the  locality  attractive.  North 
of  it  is  the  Everett  House,  a  famous  old  hos- 
telry, which  has  entertained  a  large  number  of 


East  Eighteenth   Street. 


the  occasion  of  large  mass-meetings.  The  jiark 
is  a  pleasant  little  oasis  of  greenery  in  the  midst 
of  a  busy  part  of  the  city,  and  the  rustling  of  the 
leaves,  the  twittering  of  the  English  sjiarrows, 
which  are  not  only  the  faithful  guardians  of  the 
trees  in  protecting  them  from  the  worms,  but 


the  most  distinguished  people  who  have  passed 
through  the  city  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  cent- 
ury. Opposite  the  Everett,  in  Fourth  Avenue, 
is  the  Clarendon  Hotel,  and,  several  blocks  be- 
low at  the  eastern  side,  the  Union  Square  Hotel, 
both  favorite  houses  of  entertainment.      Near 
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the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Fourteenth  Street 
is  the  Union  Square  Theatre,  which  at  one  time 
shared  with  Wallack's  Theatre  the  honor  of  pre- 
senting to  the  public  the  most  fashionable  and 
artistic  performances  in  the  country.  It  is  now  a 
star-combination  theatre,  being  greatly  changed 
from  its  original  character.  What  was  formerly 
known  as  Wallack's  Theatre,  for  many  years 
was  situated  at  the  corner  of  Broadway  and 
Thirteenth  Street.  It  is  now  known  as  the  Star 
Theatre.  Mr.  Wallack  built  a  new  theatre,  the 
third  "Wallack's  Theatre,"  on  the  corner  of 
Broadway  and  Thirtieth  Street.  The  house  is 
now  leased  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Palmer,  the  manager 
of  the  Madison  Square  Theatre,  and  is  known  as 
Palmer's  Theatre. 

A  short  block  east  of  Union  Square  is  the 
old  Academy  of  Music,  once  the  home  of  Italian 
opera,  now  transformed  into  a  theatre,  wherein 
actors  of  various  degrees  of  importance  and  plays 
of  a  popular  character  have  been  admired  by 
large  crowds. 

That  part  of  Fourteenth  Street  and  of  Fourth 
Avenue  directly  opposite  the  statue  of  Washing- 
ton is  known  in  theatrical  slang  as  the  ' '  slave- 


On  the  west  side  of  Union  Square,  on  the 
corner  of  Fifteenth  Street,  is  the  store  of  Tiffany 
&  Co.,  the  jewelers  and  silversmiths,  whose  es- 
tablishment is  a  museum  of  the  most  exquisite 
articles  in  jewels,  gold  and  silver  work,  bronzes, 
statuary,  hric-d-brac,  and  all  costly  forms  of  or- 
nament. Nowhere  in  New  York  can  the  stran- 
ger pass  an  hour  more  agreeably  than  in  view- 
ing the  art-treasures  of  this  really  famous 
store. 

In  Fourth  Avenue,  separated  by  Eighteenth 
Street  from  the  Clarendon  Hotel,  stands  the 
Florence  Apartment  House,  a  lofty  building  of 
red  brick  and  granite,  to  which  the  numerous 
balconies  give  lightness.  It  was  one  of  the  first 
structures  in  the  city  built  absolutely  fire-proof. 
To  the  north  of  the  '  Florence  "  is  the  Cyclorama 
of  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg. 

Proceeding  up  the  line  of  Broadway,  which 
somewhat  deflects  at  Fourteenth  Street,  the 
sight-seer  passes  by  many  fine  buildings,  and 
mingles  in  a  varied  stream  of  pedestrian  life  full 
of  movement.  At  Twenty-third  Street,  where 
Broadway  and  Fifth  Avenue  intersect,  we  reach 
Madison  Square  Park,  the  most  delightful  of  the 


Madison   Square  and  Twenty-Third    Street. 


market,"  or  the  "Rialto,"  on  account  of  its 
being  the  place  where  actors  ' '  most  do  congre- 
gate "  when  desirous  of  engagements. 


pleasances  which  exist  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 
This  park  includes  about  six  acres,  bounded  by 
Broadway,  Madison  Avenue,  Twenty-third  and 
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Twenty- sixth  Streets,  and  it  may  be  said  to  be 
the  very  heart  of  the  world  of  amusement,  gay- 
ety,  and  fashion. 

The  23ark  abounds  with  fine  shade -trees,  and 


for  the  horses  to  drink  give  a  vivid  and  novel 
aspect  to  the  scene. 

In  its  immediate  vicinity  are  eight  or  ten  of 
the  finest  of  the  New  York  hotels,  a  dozen  clubs. 


Broadway,   West  Side  of  Madison   Square. 


its  lawns  are  interspersed  with  beds  of  flowers 
and  vari-colored  plants  shaped  in  geometric  de- 
signs. The  trees  are  varied  in  character,  and 
the  care  with  which  this  park  is  kept  makes  it 
an  exquisite  and  most  refreshing  bit  of  greenery 
and  color.  On  the  south  side  of  the  park,  adja- 
cent to  the  Broadway  corner,  is  a  bronze  statue 
of  William  H.  Seward  on  a  pedestal  of  Scotch 
granite.  Mr.  Seward  is  represented  seated  in  a 
senatorial  chair,  his  cloak  thrown  over  its  back, 
the  drapery  relieving  the  rigidity  of  its  outlines. 
It  was  modeled  by  Mr.  Randolph  Rogers,  and  is  a 
gift  from  a  number  of  New-Yorkers.  The  bronze 
statue  of  Admiral  Farragut,  which  was  erected 
in  May,  1881,  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
park,  is  the  work  of  the  sculptor  St.  Gaudens, 
and  represents  the  naval  hero  in  uniform  stand- 
ing on  a  pyramidal  pedestal.  The  artist  has 
succeeded  in  giving  the  figure  a  feeling  of 
strength  and  dignity  very  noticeable.  The 
decoration  of  the  pedestal  is  elaborate  and  pe- 
culiar, giving  various  suggestions  of  the  sea  and 
its  characteristic  life,  with  much  originality  of 
treatment.  On  the  Madison  Square  side  of  the 
park,  again,  a  large  and  beautiful  drinking- 
fountain  has  been  recently  placed,  and  the 
various  stages  and  carriages  which  stop  there 


the  best  restaurants,  and  several  fine  theatres, 
not  to  speak  of  the  residences  on  every  hand. 
The  march  of  trade  has  indeed  invaded  this 
region  in  great  measure,  aside  from  Broadway, 
which  has  always  retained  its  commercial  stamp ; 
but  the  shojis  are  so  gay  and  elegant  that  they 
rather  add  to  than  lessen  the  attractiveness  of 
the  whole.  At  the  junction  of  Broadway  and 
Fifth  Avenue,  opposite  the  park,  stands  a  fine 
monument  to  the  memory  of  Major-General 
Worth,  a  gallant  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812,  and 
the  Seminole  and  Mexican  campaigns,  who  is 
buried  beneath  it. 

At  no  time  during  the  year  are  Fifth  Avenue, 
Madison  Square,  Madison  Avenue,  and  the  other 
streets  which  concentrate  in  this  part  of  New 
York  more  attractive  than  in  the  month  of  May. 
The  wealthy  and  fashionable  classes  do  not  be- 
gin to  leave  the  city  before  the  middle  of  June, 
so  that  in  the  month  of  blossoms  we  see  them 
under  the  pleasantest  conditions.  Splendid 
equipages;  handsomely  dressed  women,  buoy- 
ant with  the  atmosphere  of  genial  May;  fine- 
looking  men,  worthy  successors  of  those  whom 
Thackeray  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  pro- 
nounced the  most  noble  and  distinguished-look- 
ing men  in  the  world ;  throngs  of  beautiful  chil- 
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dren  under  the  care  of  their  nurses — present  a 
bright  and  cliarming  picture  to  the  eye.  Fifth- 
Avenuedom  is  then  at  its  best,  for  the  summer 
birds  have  not  taken  their  flight,  and  find  an 
irresistible  temjatation  to  live  out-of-doors  as 
much  as  possible.  These  gala-days  of  New  York 
beauty  and  fashion  last  about  a  month,  when  the 
growing  heat  drives  out  of  the  city  all  who  are 
not  fastened  by  necessity.  Mr.  "Wordsworth 
Thompson's  painting  of  this  scene,  which  we 
have  engraved,  represents  its  spirit  admirably  ; 
but  some  changes  have  occurred  in  the  archi- 
tecture since  it  was  painted. 

Not  far  from  Madison  Square  and  the  begin- 
ning of  that  great  region  where  lives  the  ' '  upper- 
tendom  "  of  New  York,  is  the  art  headquarters 
not  only  of  the  city,  but  the  country.  The  Na- 
tional Academy  of  Design  is  the  foremost  art  in- 
stitution of  the  country,  situated  at  the  north- 
west corner  of  Fourth  Avenue  and  Twenty-third 
Street,  and  an  exhibition  of  new  paintings  is 
held  in  the  spring  of  each  year.  The  building, 
in  an  architectural  sense,  is  one  of  the  most 
striking  in  the  city,  full  of  notable  architectural 


neath,  is  unique.  Within,  the  vestibule  has  a 
floor  of  variegated  marbles  leading  up  to  the 
grand  stairway,  which  is  massive  and  imposing. 
The  third  story  is  devoted  entkely  to  the  exhi- 
bition galleries,  which  are  lighted  from  the  roof. 
On  the  first  and  second  stories  are  the  offices, 
lecture-rooms,  reception-room,  and  art  schools. 
These  schools  are  free,  and  are  open  from  the 
first  Monday  in  October  in  each  year  until  the 
first  of  June  the  following  year,  continuously. 
All  students  first  enter  the  antique  school.  A^)- 
plicants  for  admission  must  file  an  application 
stating  name,  address,  place  of  nativity,  what 
previous  training,  if  any,  a  reference  as  to  per- 
sonal character,  etc. ,  upon  a  blank  form  obtained 
on  application  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
of  the  Academy.  The  applicant  must  submit 
to  the  Council  a  shaded  drawing  from  a  cast  of 
some  part  of  the  human  figure,  which,  if  ap- 
proved, will  secure  admission  to  the  antique 
class,  from  which  pupils  are  advanced  to  the  life 
class  upon  executing  in  the  school  an  approved 
drawing  of  a  full-length  statue.  Oil-  and  water- 
colors  may  be  used  by  permission  of  the  profess- 


Twenty-third  Street,  from  corner  of  Fourth  Avenue. 
(Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Building  on  the  left ;  National  Academy  of  Design  on  the  right.) 


features.  The  plan  of  the  exterior  was  copied 
from  a  famous  palace  in  Venice,  and  the  gray 
and  white  marble  and  blue-stone  used  in  its  con- 
struction are  beautifully  blended.  The  front, 
on  Twenty-third  Street,  is  eighty  feet  long  and 
extends  on  Fourth  Avenue  to  a  depth  of  ninety- 
eight  feet  nine  inches.  The  double  flight  of  steps 
leading  to  the  main  entrance  has  been  skillfully 
made  a  part  of  the  general  design,  and,  with  its 
beautiful    carvings   and    drinking- fountain  be- 


or  in  charge.  Punctual  attendance  is  required, 
under  a  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  membership ;  but 
members  may  attend  one  or  all  of  the  morning, 
afternoon,  and  night  sessions,  as  they  elect  upon 
entering.  The  schools  are  open  to  both  sexes, 
and  the  principles  of  art  are  taught  through  the 
study  of  antique  sculpture  and  the  living  model, 
both  nude  and  draped,  by  means  of  lectures  on 
anatomy,  perspective,  and  other  subjects,  through 
portrait,  sketch,  and  composition  classes,  and  in 
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such  other  ways  as  are  from  time  to  time  pro- 
vided. The  first  three  days  of  the  spring  exhi- 
bitions are  known  as  artists'-day,  varnishing-day, 
and  private-view.  Admission  on  the  last  of 
these  days  is  eagerly  sought,  and  cards  of  invi- 
tation   are    sent   to 

the  leading  people        ^.^p -,_, 

of  New  York  socie-  § 
ty.  At  such  times 
the  Academy  of  De- 
sign is  thronged 
with  the  beauty  and 
wealth  of  New  York 
society,  and  the 
richly  attired  gath- 
ering makes  almost 
as  brilliant  a  show 
as  the  pictures  on 
the  walls,  which 
nominally  the  peo- 
ple come  to  see.  A 
younger  institution, 
the  Society  of  Amer- 
ican Artists,  is  pro- 
gressing with  such 
lusty  vigor  that, 
though  as  yet  it  has 
no  permanent  home, 
it  promises  by-and- 
by  to  equal  if  not 
surpass   the   parent 


Street,  is  through  a  Doric  portico  of  coupled 
Doric  columns.  The  first  story  is  devoted  to 
business  purposes.  The  next  story  is  treated  in 
the  Ionic  style,  and  devoted  to  the  use  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  its  officials.     When  this  body 


trunk  of  which  it  is 
an  offshoot. 

Directly  opposite  the  Academy  of  Design,  at 
the  southwest  corner  of  Fourth  Avenue  and 
Twenty-third  Street,  is  the  building  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.  It  is  among  the 
finest  specimens  of  the  Renaissance  style  of  archi- 
tecture in  the  metropolis.  The  roof  is  of  the 
steep  Mansard  pattern,  presenting  towers  of 
equal  height  at  each  corner  of  the  building,  and 
a  large  tower  (windowed)  over  the  entrance  on 
Twenty -third  Street.  The  material  is  New  Jer- 
sey brown-stone  and  the  yellowish  marble  from 
Ohio,  in  almost  equal  parts,  the  latter  composing 
the  decorative  portion.  The  building  contains 
twenty-five  apartments,  including  gymnasium, 
library,  lecture-rooms,  offices,  etc. 

One  of  the  finest  buildings  in  New  York  is 
the  Masonic  Temple,  at  the  northeast  corner  of 
Sixth  Avenue  and  Twenty -third  Street.  Its 
material  is  granite,  and  it  displays  a  breadth  of 
treatment  in  its  various  parts,  a  severe  and  classi- 
cal style  in  its  ornamentation,  which  strongly 
commend  it  to  all  lovers  of  good  taste  in  archi- 
tecture.    The  main  entrance,  in  Twenty-third 


Masonic  Temple,   on  Twenty-third   Street  and   Sixtli  Avenue. 


is  not  in  session,  however,  the  main  hall  is 
rented  for  lectures  and  concerts.  The  third 
and  fourth  stories  are  occupied  exclusively  by 
lodge  and  chapter  rooms.  The  Mansard  story 
is  used  by  the  Knights  Templars,  and  is  the 
most  complete  commandery,  in  all  its  arrange- 
ments, in  existence.  It  may  be  of  interest  to 
state  that  the  first  subscription  toward  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building  was  made  by  the  tragedian, 
Edwin  Forrest,  and  that  the  fund  in  a  few  years 
amounted  to  more  than  the  needed  sum.  The 
outlay  of  money  reached  more  than  a  million 
dollars.  The  net  rental  is  devoted  entirely  to  the 
support  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  Masons. 

Two  squares  westward  from  Sixth  Avenue, 
in  Twenty-third  Street,  stands  the  Grand  Opera- 
House,  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  Avenue.  This 
is  a  massive  edifice  of  white  marble,  erected  by 
the  Western  speculator,  Pike,  more  than  twenty 
years  since.  It  has  a  front  of  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  feet  on  Eighth  Avenue  and  ninety-eight 
feet  on  Twenty-third  Street.  The  theatre  proper 
is  a  rear   building,    the  approach  to  which  is 
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through 
Failing 


chased  by  James  Fisk 
and  Jay  Gould,  and  the 
upper  stories  occupied 
by  the  Erie  Railway 
offices  until  after  the 
death  of  Fisk.  A  sig- 
nificant fact  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  place  of 
amusemeut,  and  one 
well  worth  noticing,  is 
that,  after  having  been 
a  permanent  failure  at 
high  prices,  it  was 
opened  by  managers 
who  were  shrewd 
enough  to  see  the  im- 
mense clientage  which 
New  York  afforded  for 
good  performances  at 
moderate  rates.  Since 
that  time  the  Grand 
Oi^era-House  has  been 
a  successful  institution, 
and  has  given  the  pub- 
lic a  class  of  entertain- 
a  spacious  vestibule  from  each  street.  I  ments  fully  up  to  the  general  average  of  the 
as  a  theatre  at  the  start,  it  was  pur-  I  dramatic  art,  but  at  popular  prices. 


The  Grand  Opera-House,  corner  of  Twenty-third   Street  and   Eighth   Avenue. 


Metropolitan  Opera-House,   Broadway,  Thirty-ninth  and  Fortieth   Streets. 
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There  are  several  famous  restaurants  near  the 
square.  Delmonico's,  at  the  corner  of  Fifth 
Avenue  and  Twenty-sixth  Street  ;  the  new  caf6 
of  the  Hoffman  House,  at  the  corner  of  Twenty- 
fifth  Street ;  and  the  Brunswick  Cafe,  at  the 
corner  of  Twenty-sixth  Street,  are  all  greatly 
distinguished,  and  contribute  largely  to  the  life 
and  activity  of  Madison  Square.  Delmonico's 
name  has  been  a  household  word  in  the  gastro- 
nomic world  for  many  a  long  year,  but  during 
the  last  decade  the  Hoffman  House  Caf6  and 
the  Brunswick  Restaurant  have  competed  with 
its  wide-spread  celebrity.  In  Broadway,  north 
of  this  point,  are  many  good  hotels,  among 
which  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Gilsey 
House,  the  Grand  Ho- 
tel, the  Coleman  and 
the  Sturtevant  Houses, 
the  Hotel  Marlbor- 
ough, the  Hotel  Ven- 
dome,  the  Metropole, 
the  St.  Cloud,  and  the 
Barrett  House. 

At  Thirty  -  ninth 
Street,  occupying  the 
entire  block  bounded 
by  Broadway,  Thirty- 
ninth  Street,  Seventh 
Avenue,  and  Fortieth 
Street,  stands  the 
Metropolitan  Opera- 
House.  This  is  the 
largest  theatre  build- 
ing in  the  United 
States ;  the  auditorium 
is  not  as  large  as  that 
of  the  Boston  theatre, 
but  the  stage  is  the 
largest  and  most  com- 
plete in  the  country. 
The  building  is  of 
buff  brick,  with  trim- 
mings  of    terra-cotta. 

The  auditorium  contains  three  and  a  half  rows 
of  boxes,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  in  all ;  and 
with  each  box  is  connected  a  parlor  twice  as 
large  as  the  box  itself.  The  house  was  opened 
by  Mr.  Henry  E.  Abbey  in  1883,  with  Italian 
opera.  The  public,  however,  prefer  German 
opera,  and,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Ed- 
mund C.  Stanton,  six  seasons  of  German  opera 
have  been  given  with  great  success. 

On  the  right-hand  side  of  Broadway,  at  the 
corner  of  Thirty-ninth  Street,  nearly  opposite 
the  Metropolitan  Opera-House,  is  the  Casino,  one 


of  the  most  popular  resorts  for  New  York  pa- 
trons of  the  theatre.  The  entrance  to  the  Casino 
is  in  Thuly-ninth  Streeth,  but  there  is  a  wide 
exit,  available  in  case  of  accident,  on  the  side 
facing  Broadway.  The  building  is  in  the  Moor- 
ish style,  with  Saracenic  arches  and  moldings, 
with  rich  arabesque  designs  in  terra-cotta.  At 
the  corner  rises  a  round  tower  surmounted 
by  a  cupola,  bearing  an  illuminated  lyre,  and 
beneath  the  cupola  is  a  gallery  with  open  arches 
commanding  an  extensive  view.  The  entrance- 
hall  is  spacious,  and  a  flight  of  marble  steps  leads 
up  to  the  auditorium,  which  is  a  marvel  of  deco- 
ration in  the  arabesque  style,  in  gold  and  colors. 


The  Casino,   corner  Broadway  and  Thirty-ninth   Street. 


The  most  original  feature  of  the  building  is  the 
garden  on  the  roof,  represented  in  our  view  by 
the  carved  line  of  Saracenic  arches  which  pro- 
ject beyond  the  line  of  wall.  The  garden  is 
floored  with  tiles,  and  here,  when  the  regular 
performance  on  the  stage  is  concluded,  an  ex- 
cellent concert  is  given  as  long  as  the  summer 
evenings  are  genial  enough  for  open-air  enjoy- 
ment. The  design  is  decidedly  original,  the 
material  red  brick  and  terra-cotta.  There  is  no 
trace  of  conventionality,  and  but  little  affecta- 
tion in  the  details,  and  in  the  evening,  when  the 
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lamps  round  the  garden  balcony  are  lit,  the  effect 
is  highly  picturesque. 

Let  us  now  retrace  our  steps  and  scan  the 
beginnings  of  a  street  which  has  a  reputation  as 
wide  as  the  civilized  world,  and  has  given  name 
to  a  great  social  force  in  American  life — Fifth 
Avenue.  Leaving  Broadway  and  proceeding 
through  Waverly  Place,  three  short  squares  bring 
us  to  Washington  Square.  The  park  is  divided 
into  two  parts,  being  crossed  by  a  roadway  con- 
necting Fifth  Avenue  with  South  Fifth  Avenue. 
It  is  a  picturesque  and  attractive  resort  from  its 
surroundings,  though  the  current  of  fashion  has 
long  since  passed  northward.  On  the  east  side 
the  New  York  University  Building  lends  a  pe- 
culiar aspect  of  old-fashioned  quaintness  to  the 
scene.      During  the   genial   summer   days  this 


to  what  might  otherwise  be  the  too  grim  for- 
lornness  of  the  tramp  and  idler.  The  north  side 
of  Washington  Square  is  peculiarly  imjoressive 
and  interesting,  from  the  style  of  the  residences, 
many  of  which  are  still  inhabited  by  rich  old 
families  too  much  in  love  with  past  associations, 
and  the  beauty  of  the  location,  to  yield  to  the 
behests  of  fashion.  The  houses  are  built  of  red 
brick  with  white-marble  trimmings  and  mar- 
ble stoops.  The  peculiarly  bright  and  refresh- 
ing aspect  of  such  houses  in  the  wilderness  of 
brown-stone  can  hardly  be  described  too  en- 
thusiastically ;  and,  as  they  are  for  the  most  part 
kept  with  the  most  perfect  cleanliness  and  taste, 
the  pedestrian  lingers  here  with  a  sense  of  warnj 
appreciation  of  what  may  be  called  an  old-fash- 
ioned novelty. 


Fifth  Avenue,  at  corner  of  Twenty-first  Street 


spot  of  shade  and  verdure  is  much  patronized 
by  those  waifs  and  strays  of  humanity  who 
are  either'  too  lazy  to  work  or  unable  to  obtain 
it,  and  the  knights  of  rags  and  tatters  may  be 
observed  here  smoking  their  pipes  philosoph- 
ically during  the  day-time,  or  reposing  on  the 
benches  at  night,  in  larger  numbers  than  any- 
where else  in  the  city.  The  park  is  also  a  fa- 
vorite play -ground  for  children,  and  their  bright 
faces  and  active  little  figures  lend  a  cheery  look 


Fifth  Avenue  is  a  broad,  straight  avenue 
running  to  Fifty-ninth  Street,  thence  along  the 
east  side  of  Central  Park,  and  to  Mount  Morris 
at  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  Street,  which 
breaks  its  continuity.  It  begins  again  at  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Street,  and  runs  to 
the  Harlem  River.  For  nearly  three  miles  it 
presents  a  varied  array  of  handsome  houses  and 
churches.  South  of  Forty-second  Street  many 
stores  have  intruded  upon  the  street ;  but  they 
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are  principally  of  the  better  class,  and  lend  an 
air  of  variety  to  the  Avenue  which  it  once 
needed  greatly.     Above  Fifty-ninth  Street  the 


Immediately  west  of  the  avenue  stands  the 
New  York  Hospital,  one  of  the  largest  hospitals 
in  the  city.     It  is  built  of  brick,  with  stone  and 


New  York  Hospital,   West  Fifteenth  Street,   between   Fifth  and  Sixth   Avenues. 


Avenue  is  not  built  solidly,  as  it  is  south  of 
this  point ;  but  the  houses  are  more  striking  and 
interesting  than  those  in  the  older  portion. 

The  real  glory  of  the  avenue  is  to  be  seen 
best  on  Sunday  after  the  morning  service. 
Fashion  in  all  its  strangest  conglomerations  and 
beauty  in  its  most  striking  attire  then  exhibit 
themselves  on  the  promenade.  The  street  is 
also  a  favorite  highway  for  the  owners  of  car- 
riages to  and  from  the  Park,  and  every  pleasant 
afternoon  witnesses  a  display  of  showy  animals 
and  vehicles  almost  unequaled,  certainly  not 
suqjassed,  in  Europe  or  America.  Next  to  a 
fashionable  race-course  it  is  the  place  above  all 
others  in  New  York  for  the  exhibition  of  hand- 
some horse-flesh. 

Nearly  every  block  in  Fifth  Avenue  presents 
something  of  interest  to  the  eye  of  the  stranger. 
At  the  corner  of  Eighth  Street  is  the  Brevoort 
House,  an  aristocratic  family  hotel,  which  is 
more  largely  patronized  by  wealthy  foreigners 
than  any  other  hostelry  in  the  city.  At  the  cor- 
ner of  Fifteenth  Street  is  the  Manhattan  Club. 


iron  facings.  The  hospital  corporation  is  more 
than  a  century  old,  and  is  very  rich.  The  pres- 
ent building  was  opened  in  the  spring  of  1876, 
and  its  interior  is  furnished  sumptuously.  Some 
of  the  rooms  for  private  patients  are  let  at  forty 
dollars  a  week,  but  the  charge  for  patients  in 
the  wards  is  only  seven  dollars  a  week,  while 
the  deserving  poor  are  cared  for  gratuitously. 
In  one  of  the  upper  stories  there  is  a  solarium, 
roofed  in  with  glass  and  furnished  with  easy 
lounges,  masses  of  flowers,  shrubs,  and  aquaria. 
The  dullest  day  is  cheerful  in  this  paradise,  and 
the  entire  building  is  arranged  so  as  to  form  a 
snare  for  sunbeams.  The  dietary  is  liberal,  the 
nurses  are  attentive,  and  the  medical  staff  in- 
cludes well-known  physicians  and  surgeons.  An 
ambulance  service  is  connected  with  the  institu- 
tion, and  persons  injured  in  street  accidents  are 
brought  in  regardless  of  the  sufferers'  ability 
to  pay. 

At  Twenty- first  Street,  nearly  opposite  each 
other,  are  the  Union  and  Lotos  Clubs,  the  former 
embracing  a  greater  aggregate  of  wealth  among 
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its  members  than  any  other  club  in  the  city,  and 
the  latter  the  well-known  resort  of  the  art  and 
literary  professions.  At  the  corner  of  Eighteenth 
Street  is  Chickering  Hall,  one  of  the  most  pojiular 
lecture  and  music  halls  in  the  city.  Opposite  is 
the  residence  of  Mr.  Belmont,  whose  gallery  of 
pictures  is  one  of  the  best  private  collections  in 
the  country.  Goupil's  art-store  and  picture- 
gallery  is  at  the  corner  of  Twenty-second  Street. 
Here  the  visitor  to  New  York  always  finds  a 
delightful  place  for  whiling  away  half  an  hour, 
and  it  is  a  convenient  stopping-place  on  the  way 
up  Fifth  Avenue. 

In  Twenty-seventh   Street,    extending  from 
Fifth  Avenue  to  Broadway,  is  the  fine  structure 


as  a  model  example  of  an  apartment  -  house, 
where  wealthy  families  might  enjoy  all  the 
pleasures  and  comforts  of  housekeej)ing  with  a 
minimum  of  its  vexations.  It  has  of  late  years 
been  a  hotel. 

On  the  northwest  corner  of  Thirty-fourth 
Street  and  Fifth  Avenue  stands  the  white  mar- 
ble house  erected  by  the  late  A.  T.  Stewart. 
When  it  was  built  it  was  considered  the  most 
beautiful  and  luxurious  private  house  on  the 
continent.  On  the  next  corner  stands  the  New 
York  Club's  house,  one  of  the  finest  club-houses 
in  the  city. 

The  new  home  of  the  Union  League  Club, 
on  the  corner  of  Thirty-ninth  Street,  is  one  of 


'The  Victoria,"  Twenty-saventh   Street. 


formerly  known  as  the  Stevens  House,  but  now 
as  the  Victoria  Hotel.  It  was  built  by  the  late 
Mr.  Paran  Stevens,  the  well-known  hotel-keeper. 


the  most  noticeable  of  the  new  buildings  of  the 
city.  The  architecture  is  composite,  various 
styles  being  harmonized  to  make  a  very  pictur- 
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esque  exterior.  It  was  built  and  decorated  at 
an  expense  of  about  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars.    The  building  was  exjjressly  designed  for 


ern  corner  of  Fifty-second  Street,  may  be  regard- 
ed as  the  finest  hou.ses  in  New  York.  Those 
occupying  the  first-named  block  are  of  brown- 


Th  rty  fourth   Street    corne    of  F  fth  Avenue 


the  requirements  of  a  club-house,  and  is  proba- 
bly the  most  complete  structure  of  the  kind  in 
America.  On  the  first  floor  it  contains  a  large 
and  well-appointed  reading  and  conversation 
room,  billiard-room,  and  cafe.  On  the  second 
floor,  extending  the  length  of  the  Fifth  Avenue 
front,  is  the  library,  a  beautiful  and  richly  deco- 
rated room,  containing  a  collection  of  about 
three  thousand  volumes.  An  admirable  arrange- 
ment of  the  bookcases  furnishes  many  a  cozy 
nook  for  the  quiet  reader.  The  eastern  half  of 
the  second  floor  is  devoted  to  the  art-gallery  and 
general  meeting-room  of  the  club.  The  dining- 
room,  in  many  respects  the  most  notable  apart- 
ment in  the  building,  is  heavily  paneled  with 
oak,  and  the  high,  vaulted  ceiling  is  decorated 
from  designs  by  Mr.  John  La  Farge,  of  Boston. 
The  general  decoration  of  the  halls,  gallery, 
meeting-room,  private  dining-room,  and  other 
parts  of  the  house,  is  executed  from  designs  by 
Louis  Tiffany,  of  New  York,  and  Franklin 
Smith,  of  Boston. 

The  houses  built  by  members  of  the  Vander- 
bilt  family,  of  which  we  give  an  engraving,  on 
the  block  between  Fifty-first  and  Fifty-second 
Streets,  on  Fifth  Avenue,  and  on  the  northwest- 


stone,  elaborately  carved  and  ornamented.  They 
are  connected  by  a  gallery  into  which  the  main 
entrance  leads.  The  house  on  the  upper  Fifty- 
second  Street  corner  is  built  of  light  gray  stone, 
and  is  most  artistic  and  unique  in  its  architectur- 
al front.  Another  member  of  the  Vanderbilt 
family  has  built  a  house  of  red  brick,  with  heavy 
trimmings  of  gray  stone,  at  the  upper  corner  of 
Fifth  Avenue  and  Fifty-seventh  Street. 

At  no  time  is  there  more  animation  in  Fifth 
Avenue  than  on  the  day  that  the  Coaching  Club 
makes  its  annual  parade,  which  is  always  on  the 
last  Saturday  in  May.  The  Coaching  Club  was 
instituted  in  New  York  in  1876,  for  the  purjwse 
of  encouraging  four-in-hand  driving.  There  are 
now  forty  members,  representing  thirty-four 
coaches.  The  meet  was  formerly  always  in  front 
of  the  Hotel  Brunswick,  corner  of  Fifth  Avenue 
and  Twenty-seventh  Street,  but  is  now  at  Cen- 
tral Park.  The  route  is  through  the  Park, 
thence,  separately,  down  Fifth  Avenue  to  the 
Hotel  Brunswick,  where  the  annual  dinner 
of  the  club  takes  place.  The  scene  is  of  the 
most  enlivening  kind  as  the  coaches  dash  off  at 
speed,  the  guards  sounding  the  "Tally-ho  !  "  on 
their  long  horns.     This  brisk  music  is  kept  up 
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from  time  to  time  during  the  trip,  and  the  long- 
drawn,  mellow  notes  appear  to  add  fresh  fire  to 
the  horses  as  well  as  animation  to  the  gay  chat- 
ter of  the  beauties  who  sit  on  the  boxes  and  fill 
the  top  seats  in  company  with  the  gentlemen 
drivers. 

The  fine  residence  block  at  Fifth  Avenue  and 
Fifty-sixth  Street,  built  of  Caen-stone,  though 
not  specially  noticeable  in  its  architectural  orna- 
ment, attracts  attention  from  the  happy  union 
of  lightness  with  the  idea  of  mass  and  dignity. 
The  low,  roomy  porches,  the  broad  windows. 


and  from  the  park,  from  boys  and  girls  rolling 
their  hoops  and  spinning  their  tops,  to  baby-car- 
riages laden  with  their  infant  freight  and  wheeled 
by  nurses. 

At  Fifty-ninth  Street,  on  the  west  side,  stands 
the  Plaza  Hotel,  just  finished  after  many  years. 
On  the  east  side  is  a  strange -looking  erection — 
livery-stables,  a  milk-depot,  and  a  saloon,  seem- 
ingly "  squatting  "  in  the  ruins  of  an  unfinished 
building.  The  building  is  a  relic  of  the  infa- 
mous "Tweed  Ring,"  and  was  left  unfinished 
when  the  downfall  of  that  conspiracy  occurred. 


Union   League  Club,   FifTh  Avenue,   corner  Thirty-ninth   Street. 


and  the  Mansard-roofs,  give  a  genial,  home-like 
aspect  to  these  edifices,  which  more  lavish  ex- 
penditure might  sometimes  fail  to  attain.  In 
this  portion  of  the  street  adjoining  the  park  one 
can  not  help  observing  the  charming  appearance 
of  the  sidewalks  on  a  bright,  sunshiny  day,  cre- 
ated by  the  great  number  of  children  going  to 


For  years  the  building  was  known  as  the 
"Tramps'  Hotel,"  and  it  is  only  of  late  years 
that  it  has  been  occupied  even  to  such  an  extent 
as  it  is  now. 

Walking  west  along  Fifty-ninth  Street,  at 
the  corner  of  Seventh  Avenue  we  come  to  the 
Navarro  Flats,  eight  in  number,  named  after  the 
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Fifth  Avenue. — Tne 


principal  cities  of  Siiain.  They  tower  nine  sto- 
ries above  the  basement,  and  form  a  center  with 
two  wings.  The  front  is  effectively  broken  up 
by  recessed  arches  and  projecting  bay-windows, 
while  the  sky-line  is  picturesquely  diversified  by 
the  artistic  arrangement  of  the  chimney-stacks, 


the  gables  over  the  dormer-windows,  and  the 
circular,  pointed  towers  which  crown  each  end. 
Viewed  from  the  Park,  as  they  rise  high  above 
the  trees,  these  erections  present  a  striking  sight. 
Looking  north  from  the  Navarro  Flats  over 
the  Central  Park,    we   can   see   the  "Dakota'* 


Fifth  Avenue  and  Fifty-sixth   Street. 
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Apartment-Houses.  Fifty-ninth  Street  and  Seventh  Avenue. 

apartment-house,  a  well-proportioned  block  of  [  tral  pavilion.     The   general  appearance  of  the 

yellow  brick,  with  an  effective  facade,  surmount-     "Dakota"  is  that  of  a  French  chateau. 

ed  by  tall  gables  at  either  end  and  with  a  cen-  |        Still  farther  west  along  Fifty-ninth  Street  is 


"The  Dakota"  Apartment-House,   Eighth    Avenue  and   Seventy  second  Street. 
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the  Roosevelt  Hospital,  endowed  by  the  late 
James  Roosevelt,  occupying  the  entire  block 
bounded  by  Fifty-eighth  and  Fifty-ninth  Streets 
and  Ninth  and  Tenth  Avenues.  The  hospital  is 
on  the  pavilion  plan,  and  the  style  of  architect- 
ure is  the  modern  secular  Gothic.  There  are 
accommodations  for  one  hundred  and  eighty  pa- 
tients, and  many  of  the  beds  are  owned  by  pri- 
vate individuals,  this  privilege  being  purchased 
for  three  thousand  dollars,  and  carrying  with  it 
the  right  to  send  one  patient  at  a  time  to  the 
hospital.  The  accommodations  of  this  hospital 
are  surpassed  by  none  in  the  city. 

North  of  Fifty-ninth  Streeth  on  Fifth  Ave- 
nue the  houses  stand  farther  apart,  and,  front- 


which  the  city  owes  to  the  late  James  Lenox, 
one  of  its  wealthiest  citizens,  and  most  inde- 
fatigable collectors  of  literary  and  art  treasures. 
The  present  building  was  first  opened  to  visit- 
ors in  1877,  and  the  entire  cost  of  construction 
and  furnishing  amounted  to  more  than  a  mill- 
ion dollars.  In  addition  to  this  there  is  a  per- 
manent fund  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars. 

The  building  has  a  frontage  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety-two  feet  and  a  depth  of  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  feet.  The  arrangement  is  a  center 
and  two  wings,  facing  west  on  the  avenue.  The 
center  has  a  facade  of  ninety-two  feet,  which 
stands  back  forty-two  feet  from  the  front  of  the 


Roosevelt  Hospital,   Ninth  Avenue  and   Fifty-ninth   Street. 


ing  on  Central  Park,  have  an  air  of  greater  free- 
dom and  space  than  those  farther  south.  In 
Sixty-sixth  Street  the  first  house  east  of  the  ave- 
nue, on  the  north  side  of  the  way,  is  that  in 
which  General  Grant  lived,  where  his  widow 
now  resides. 

The  only  rival  to  the  Astor,  the  Lenox  Li- 
brary, is  opposite  the  east  side  of  Central  Park, 
in  Fifth  Avenue,  between  Seventieth  and  Sev- 
enty-first Streets.  This  gift  to  New  York  was 
the  culmination  of  a  lonar  series  of  benefactions 


wings,  thus  making  a  courtyard,  which  is  in- 
closed by  a  massive  iron  railing.  The  public 
entrance  is  through  this  courtyard.  The  ap- 
pearance of  the  building  is  solid  and  striking, 
the  material  being  of  a  light-colored  limestone. 
The  wings  are  divided  into  two  stories  each, 
and  arranged  for  library  and  reading-rooms,  the 
size  being  one  hundred  and  eight  by  three  hun- 
dred feet.  The  south  wing  is  devoted  to  the 
less  valuable  books,  and  contains  shelf-room  for 
one  hundred  thousand  volumes,  while  the  north 
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wing  is  set  apart  for  rare  books,  too  precious 
for  ordinary  handling. 

The  picture-gallery  is  in  the  central  part  of 
the  second  story,  and  contains  about  one  hun- 


commodations,  and  ranks  among  the  most  im- 
portant benefactions  of  its  founder. 

The  street  immediately  east  of  Fifth  Avenue, 
Madison  Avenue,  rivals  the  former  in  its  resi- 


Lenox  Lib'ary,   Fifth   Avenue,   between  Seventieth  and   Seventy-first  Streets. 


dred  and  fifty  canvases  by  artists  principally 
modern,  but  including  many  noted  names. 

Of  the  books  in  the  collection  a  very  large 
number  are  incunabula,  or  specimens  of  the  first 
products  of  the  typographic  art — first  editions. 
Bibles,  Shakespeareana,  and  Americana.  There 
are  also  copies  of  every  known  edition  of  Wal- 
ton's "Angler,"  of  Bunyan's  "Pilgrim's  Prog- 
ress," and  of  nearly  every  known  edition  of 
Milton.  In  illustrated  works,  and  in  works  on 
the  fine  arts  generally,  the  library  is  also  very 
complete.  It  is  rich  in  rare  MSS.,  including 
illustrated  Bibles  on  vellum  and  paper,  belong- 
ing to  the  four  centuries  immediately  preceding 
the  Reformation,  There  are  at  present  about 
thirty  thousand  volumes.  In  addition  to  the 
works  of  art  already  mentioned,  there  are  many 
carvings,  works  of  statuary,  bric-d-hrac,  and  ke- 
ramics. 

Near  the  library  stands  the  Presbyterian 
Hospital,  likewise  endowed  by  Mr.  Lenox.  It 
consists  of  a  central  building  and  two  extensive 
wings  of  a  corresponding  character.  The  hos- 
pital has  also  very  extensive  and  complete  ac- 


dences.  Beginning  at  Madison  Square,  its  homes, 
its  churches,  and  its  club-houses  are  of  the  same 
character  already  noticed.  There  are  as  yet  no 
stores  in  Madison  Avenue,  and,  although  above 
Forty-second  Street  horse-cars  run,  yet  they  seem 
to  agree  with  the  general  tone  of  quiet  an  d  dig- 
nity of  the  avenue,  which  is  now  really  the  prin- 
cipal purely  residence-street  of  the  city.  The 
lower  part  of  the  avenue  is  lined  with  handsome 
houses  and  churches  and  lofty  apartment-houses ; 
Columbia  College,  the  archbishop's  house  and 
the  priests'  house  attached  to  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Cathedral,  the  Roman  Catholic  Orphan  Asy- 
lums, and  the  five  houses  erected  by  Mr.  Henry 
Villard,  dignify  its  middle  portion,  and  the 
house  of  Mr.  Charles  L.  Tiffany  distinguishes 
its  upper  part. 

The  oldest  and  most  important  of  the  colle- 
giate institutions  in  New  York  is  Columbia, 
first  chartered  in  1754  as  King's  College.  It  now 
ranks  among  the  very  first  colleges  of  the  coun- 
try, coming  next  after  Harvard  and  Yale  in 
reputation,  wealth  of  endowment,  and  extended 
facilities  for  scholastic  training.    Previous  to  the 
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year  in  which  it  was  chartered,  a  fund  of  about 
thirty-eight  hundred  pounds  was  raised  in  Eng- 
land, to  be  applied  to  the  founding  of  such  an 
institution,  and  out  of  that  fund  the  first  ex- 
penses of  the  college  were  met.  Even  after  the 
granting  of  the  charter  the  college  had  a  hard 
struggle  for  existence,  the  predominance  of  the 
Cliurch  of  England,  or  Episcopal,  element  in  its 
board  of  governors  having  awakened  the  jeal- 
ousy of  the  other  religious  denominations.  The 
Trinity  Church  vestry-room  was  used  for  recita- 
tions for  several  years,  and  the  corporation  of 
that  church  finally  set  the  college  firmly  on  its 
feet  by  granting  it  a  portion  of  the  church  lands. 
These  lands  were  between  what  is  now  called 
College  Place  and  the  North  River,  and  here  the 


almost  to  recreate  the  institution.  The  new 
charter  proving  defective,  it  was  amended  in 
1787,  so  that  the  management  of  the  college 
was  vested  in  a  self-perpetuating  body  of  twenty- 
four  trustees,  and  this  body  has  existed  to  the 
present  time.  About  1850  the  old  buildings  on 
College  Place  were  found  to  be  too  far  down 
town,  and  the  present  site,  on  Forty-ninth  and 
Fiftieth  Streets  and  Madison  and  Fourth  Ave- 
nues, was  selected. 

There  are  four  departments  connected  with 
Columbia  College  :  the  School  of  Arts,  the 
School  of  Mines,  the  School  of  Law,  and  the 
School  of  Medicine — the  latter  being  practically 
connected  only  in  name,  and  being  better  known 
as  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.     In 


Mr    Tifiany's  House,   Madison  Avenue  and  Seventy-second  Street- 


first  college  building  was  erected.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  War  of  the  Revolution  in  1776  the 
college  was  looked  upon  as  a  hot-bed  of  Tory- 
ism, and  consequently  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  resolved  on  breaking  it  up  by  directing 
its  ofiicers  to  prepare  the  buildings  for  the  re- 
ception of  troops.  From  this  time  until  1784, 
when  the  Legislature  of  the  State  reincorporated 
it  under  its  present  name,  the  college  was  in 
abeyance,  so  to  speak.  The  library  had  been 
scattered  and  the  buildings  were  in  ruins,  so 
that  the  regents,  the  new  governing  body,  had 


1886  Mr.  William  H.  Vanderbilt  gave  to  this 
latter  a  large  piece  of  property  on  Fifty-ninth 
and  Sixtieth  Streets  and  Tenth  Avenue,  oppo- 
site the  Roosevelt  Hospital,  and  sufficient  money 
to  erect  thereon  a  most  complete  medical  school. 
Mr.  Vanderbilt's  family  erected  a  clinical  and  a 
lying-in  hospital,  and  to-day  the  equipment  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  is  prob- 
ably unequaled  in  the  world. 

There  are  no  halls  or  dormitories  connected 
with  Columbia  College,  and  the  students,  ex- 
cept at  recitations,   are    subject  to   no  college 


STREET  SCENES  AND   BUILDINGS. 


49 


discipline  ;  they  live  either  at  home  or  in  board- 
ing -  houses.  The  corps  of  professors  in  the 
School  of  Arts  numbers  about  fifty  ;  in  the 
School  of  Mines,  forty  ;  in  the  Law  School, 
seven  ;  and  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  about  seventy.  The  income  of  the 
college,  excluding  the  Schools  of  Law  and  Medi- 
cine, is  derived  largely  from  the  rentals  of  the 
real  estate  given  by  Trinity  Church. 

Strolling  eastward  from  Madison  Avenue,  we 
next  come  to  a  street  of 
exceptional  charm  and  at- 
tractiveness in  Park  Ave- 
nue, as  that  portion  of 
Fourth  Avenue  which  lies 
between  Thirty  -  fourth 
Street  and  the  Grand  Cen- 
tral Railway  Station  is 
called.  It  is  almost  in  the 
center  of  Murray  Hill,  the 
ultra-fashionable  portion 
of  the  city,  and  yet  its  po- 
sition isolates  it  from  the 
bustle  and  the  noise  to 
which  both  Fifth  and 
Madison  Avenues  are  sub- 
jected. This  thorough- 
fare is  built  over  the  tun- 
nel of  the  Fourth  Avenue 
Railway  line,  and  this  pe- 
culiarity of  position,  unit- 
ed with  the  great  width 
of  the  street,  makes  possi- 
ble the  highly  ornamental 
and  effective  character  of 
its  appearance. 

At  regular  intervals  in 
the  center  of  the  avenue 
are  neatly  railed  inclosures 
of  green  sod,  with  grated 
apertures  through  which 
light  and  air  are  supplied 
to  the  tunnel  beneath. 
These  minature  parks 
( whence  the  name  of  the 
avenue  )  are  planted  with 
shrubs  which  have  already 

attained  a  fine  growth,  and  in  some  cases  flow- 
ers ;  and  they  give  the  aspect  of  the  thorough- 
fare a  charm  which  exists  in  no  other  New 
York  street  located  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 
Park  Avenue  has  for  some  time  been  a  favor- 
ite location  with  our  wealthy  people,  and  only 
its  shortness  prevents  it  from  being  a  street 
which  would  more  than  rival  the  other  aris- 
tocratic localities  of  the  city  in  its  repute  as  a 


representative  home  of  wealth  and  social  pres- 
tige. 

Near  the  northwest  corner  of  Thirty-fourth 
street  and  Park  Avenue  is  the  Presbji:erian 
Church  of  the  Covenant,  built  in  the  Lombardo- 
Gothic  style,  and  at  the  corner  of  Forty-first 
Street  is  the  Murray  Hill  Hotel. 

The  Grand  Central  Depot,  the  terminal  sta- 
tion of  the  New  York  Central,  the  Harlem,  and 
the  New  Haven  Railways,  is  between  Fourth  or 


The  Quadrangle,  Columbia  College. 

Park  Avenue  and  Vanderbilt  Avenue,  and  ex- 
tends from  Forty-second  to  Forty-fifth  Street. 
It  is  an  immense  structure,  built  of  red  brick 
with  white  trimmings.  The  offices  of  the  three 
railways  which  terminate  here  and  on  the  west 
and  south  sides,  there  being  three  stories  on  the 
west  and  five  on  the  south,  including  the  Man- 
sard-roof and  domes.  The  space  for  trains  is 
covered  by  a  glass  and  iron  roof,  having  a  single 
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arch  of  a  span  of  two  hundred  feet,  and  an  alti- 
tude of  one  liundred  and  ten  feet.  The  total 
length  of  the  building  is  six  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  feet,  which  is  also  the  length  of  the  glass 
roof,  and  its  width  two  hundred  and  forty  feet. 
Twelve  trains,  consisting  of  twelve  cars  and  a 
locomotive  each,  can  be  admitted  into  the  great 
car-house  at  once,  standing  side  by  side  on  the 
parallel  tracks.  An  addition  on  the  eastern 
side  is  exclusively  for  incoming  trains.  It  is  of 
the  same  length  as  the  main  building.  The  pas- 
senger-rooms of  the  New  York  Central  road  are  on 
Vanderbilt  Avenue,  on  the  west  side  ;  adjoining 
are  the  rooms  of  the  Harlem  road.  The  rooms  of 
the  New  Haven  road  are  on  Forty- second  Street. 


entire  block  bounded  by  Sixty-sixth  and  Sixty- 
seventh  Streets  and  Fourth  and  Lexington  Ave- 
nues, a  plot  of  land  two  hundred  feet  by  four 
hundred  and  five.  Facing  Fourth  Avenue  is 
the  administration  buildmg,  which  occupies  the 
whole  frontage,  and  leaves  the  remaining  two 
hundred  by  three  hundred  feet  for  a  drill-room. 
There  are  ten  company  drill-rooms,  a  board  of 
officers'  room,  a  veterans'  room,  a  reading-room, 
a  reception-room,  a  field  and  staff  room,  a  gym- 
nasium, and  six  squad  drill-rooms.  The  mate- 
rial is  Philadelphia  brick,  with  granite  trim- 
mings, and  the  cost  of  it  was  more  than  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  interior  was 
decorated,  fitted,  and  furnished  at  the  expense 


The  Grand  Central  Depot,   Fourth  Avenue,   Forty-second  to  Forfy-fifth  Streets. 


The  upper  part  of  Fourth  Avenue,  from 
Fifty-fourth  Street  to  One  Hundredth  Street,  is 
also  known  as  Park  Avenue,  although  the  houses 
are  numbered  as  if  in  Fourth  Avenue.  The  same 
arrangements  of  parks  prevail  ;  but  the  inclos- 
ures  are  not  so  well  cared  for  as  in  the  original 
Park  Avenue,  and  the  character  and  appear- 
ance of  the  houses  are  different.  The  principal 
buildings  in  this  upper  Park  Avenue  are  the 
club  houses  of  the  Arion  and  the  Freundschaft 
Societies,  and  the  armories  of  the  Seventh  and 
Eighth  Regiments. 

The  Seventh  Regiment  Armory  occupies  the 


of  the  regiment  and  the  contributions  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  the  armory  may  justly  be  called  a  mag- 
nificent club-house,  as  well  as  a  most  complete 
hall  for  military  exercise. 

Behind  the  Seventh  Regiment  Armory  is  the 
Mt.  Sinai  Hospital,  under  the  control  of  the 
Hebrew  denomination,  in  Lexington  Avenue, 
between  Sixty-sixth  and  Sixty-seventh  Streets. 
The  buildings  are  of  the  Elizabethan  style  of 
architecture,  and  are  faced  with  brick  and  mar- 
ble trimmings.  It  accommodates  one  hundred 
and  sixty  patients.  It  is  very  complete,  and  em- 
bodies all  the  improvements  of  modern  art  in 
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Seventh  Regiment  Armory,  Lexington  Avenue,  Sixty-sixth  to  Sixty-seventh  Streets. 


its  interior  arrangements  for  the  comfort  of  pa- 
tients. 

An  institution  of  which  New  York  is  justly 


Mount  Sinai   Hospital,    Sixty-sixth   Street. 


proud — for  it  is  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  Amer- 
ica— is  the  Normal  College,  which  occupies  a 
site  in  Sixty-ninth  Street,  between  Fourth  and 
Lexington  Avenues. 
The  building  is  spa- 
cious and  massive, 
and  after  the  eccle- 
siastical model.  The 
college  building 
proper  is  about 
three  hundred  feet 
long,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  feet 
wide,  facing  Fourth 
Avenue,  seventy- 
eight  feet  wide  in 
the  rear,  and  over 
seventy  feet  high. 
It  is  of  the  Gothic 
style,  and  has  a  lofty 
Victoria  tower.  The 
college  is  a  part  of 
the  common-school 
system,  and  is  under 
the  control  of  the 
Board  of  Education, 
the  ostensible  object 
being     to    prepare 
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young  women  to  teach,  though  but  few  of  the 
graduates  follow  the  profession. 

The  college  contains  thirty  recitation-rooms, 
three  large  lecture-rooms,  a  calisthenium,  a  li- 
brary, six  retiring-rooms  for  instructors,  presi- 
dent's offices,  and  a  main  hall,  capable  of  seating 
sixteen  hundred  students.  Each  recitation-room 
contains  seats  for  forty-eight,  and  each  lecture- 
room  for  one  hundred  and  forty-four  persons. 


Nothing  contributes  more  to  give  character- 
istic quality  to  the  street-scenes  of  New  York, 
on  several  of  its  streets  and  avenues,  than  the 
elevated  railway  system,  which  Brooklyn  has 
now  adopted.  Whether  it  has  improved  the 
appearance  of  the  portions  of  the  city  through 
which  it  passes  is  a  matter  of  individual  opinion ; 
but  assuredly  the  change  is  a  most  notable  one. 
At  the  outset  there  was  bitter  opposition  on  the 


Normal   Co!lege.   Sixty-ninth   Street. 


The  entire  cost  of  the  building  was  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  A  model  or 
training  school  is  erected  in  the  rear,  in  which 
pupil-teachers  have  an  opportunity  to  supple- 
ment their  theoretic  studies  with  the  practical. 
About  sixteen  hundred  pupils  are  usually  regis- 
tered on  the  college  books,  and  the  course  of 
study  includes  Latin,  physics,  chemistry,  Ger- 
man, natural  science,  French,  drawing,  and  mu- 
sic. It  costs  the  city  about  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year  to  maintain  this  fine  institu- 
tion. The  discipline  is  said  to  be  very  stirct, 
and  the  control  over  the  army  of  young  women 
daily  assembled  of  the  most  perfect  order. 

At  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Street  stands 
the  Leake  and  Watts  Orphan  House.  This  prop- 
erty has  recently  been  purchased  by  the  trustees 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cathedral  of  St. 
John  the  Divine,  and  on  it,  in  the  course  of  years, 
will  be  erected  the  cathedral  of  the  diocese  of 
New  York. 


part  of  shopkeepers  and  householders,  but  this 
has  for  the  most  part  subsided;  and  it  is  now 
generally  acknowledged  that  business  in  Third 
and  Sixth  Avenues,  which  are  the  most  inti- 
mately affected  by  the  elevated  roads,  has  been 
improved  by  what  first  threatened  to  be  a  det- 
riment. 

The  first  line  to  be  constructed  was  the  old 
Greenwich  Street  and  Ninth  Avenue  road,  on 
the  west  side,  the  motive-power  of  which  was 
originally  by  stationary  engines,  but  these  soon 
gave  way  to  small  locomotives,  and  afterward 
the  original  track  was  removed,  to  give  place  to 
one  corresponding  with  those  erected  on  other 
avenues. 

There  are  now  four  distinct  roads,  but  they 
are  all  operated  by  one  company,  known  as  the 
Manhattan  Company.  The  Sixth  Avenue  road 
was  the  first  constructed,  after  the  structure  in 
Ninth  Avenue.  It  extends  from  the  Battery  to 
New  Church  Street  (rear  of    Trinity   Church); 
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thence  to  West  Broadway;  thence,  crossing 
Canal  Street,  to  South  Fifth  Avenue ;  thence  to 
Amity  Street,  into  which  it  turns  in  order  to 
reach  Sixth  Avenue  ;  and  thence  through  Sixth 
Avenue  to  Central  Park  at  Fifty-ninth  Street. 
But  at  Fifty^third  a  branch  of  the  road  de- 
bouches to  Ninth  Avenue,  where  it  joins  the 
Greenwich  Street  and  Ninth  Avenue  road,  and 
continues  on  the  track  of  that  road  to  Eighty- 
first  Street.  At  this  point  the  track  resumes 
the  character  of  the  Sixth  Avenue  struct- 
ure, and  extends  to  One  Hundred  and  Tenth 
Street,  through  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Street 
to  Eighth  Avenue,  and  through  Eighth  Avenue 
to  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth  Street,  at  Har- 
lem River.  Here  it  connects  with  the  New 
York  City  and  Northern  Railroad,  for  points  in 
Westchester  County.  The  distance  from  the 
Battery  to  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth  Street  is 
nearly  ten  miles.  The  rate  of  speed  on  all  the 
elevated  railways  is  twelve  miles  an  hour.  Sta- 
tions are  frequent,  being  never  more  than  half 
a  mile  apart,  the  average  distance  being  less. 

The  Sixth  Avenue  road  is  the  pleasantest  to 
travel  on,  but  the  Third  Avenue  road  is  the  most 
thronged.  This  road  starts  from  the  Battery, 
proceeds  through  Front  and  Pearl  Streets,  until 
it  reaches  New  Bowery ;  then  it  extends  to  the 
Bowery,  which  begins  at  Chatham  Square ;  and 
from  this  point  its  course  is  direct  to  Harlem 
River,  at  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  Street. 
There  is  a  branch  from  City  Hall  connecting 
with  the  road  at  Chatham  Square,  and  there  are 
also  branches  to  Long  Island  Ferry  at  Thirty- 
fourth  Street,  and  to  the  Grand  Central  Depot 
at  Forty-second  Street. 

The  Second  Avenue  road  starts  from  Chatham 
Square,  goes  through  Division  and  Allen  Streets 
to  Second  Avenue,  and  thence  to  Harlem  River. 

The  equipment  of  these  roads  is  excellent, 
although  the  cars  on  the  Sixth  Avenue  line  are 
preferable.  The  stations  (those  of  the  Sixth 
Avenue  line  were  designed  by  the  celebrated 
landscape-artist,  J.  F.  Cropsey)  are  all  that 
could  be  desired.  The  average  length  of  the 
platforms  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet,  the 
average  width  eleven  feet,  and  the  average 
height  twenty  feet.  The  passengers  reach  them 
by  three  short  flights  of  steps,  covered  by  pa- 
vilion roofs,  and  lighted  by  suspended  gas- 
lamps.  At  the  head  of  the  steps  there  is  a  bal- 
cony, from  which  the  passengers  enter  a  ticket- 
office  leading  to  the  platform,  and  at  each  side 
of  the  entrance  there  is  a  waiting-room — one  for 
women  and  the  other  for  men.  The  waiting- 
Tooms   are   furnished   with  black   walnut,  and 


finished  with  yellow  pine  touched  and  stained 
with  variegated  colors;  lighted  by  gas,  heated 
and  provided  with  separate  toilet  and  retiring 
rooms.  The  platform  is  covered  from  end  to 
end  by  a  pavilion  roof,  the  lines  of  which  are 
picturesquely  broken  by  wrought-iron  crestings 
and  finials,  which  give  the  whole  structure  a 
graceful  and  uncommon  appearance. 

The  most  striking  impression  made  on  the 
mind  by  the  Elevated  Railroads,  as  an  example 
of  skillful  and  audacious  engineering,  is  at  One 
Hundred  and  Tenth  Street,  between  Eighth  and 
Ninth  Avenues.  Here  the  substructure  attains 
the  remarkable  height  of  sixty-three  feet,  and  the 
massive  iron  beams  and  girders,  owing  to  their 
great  elevation,  appear  too  frail  to  bear  the 
burden  imposed  on  them.  As  one  drives  under 
this  giant  curved  bridge,  and  sees  the  trains  glid- 
ing far  over  his  head  in  the  air,  the  imagination 
is  fascinated  with  the  thought  of  the  daring  of 
science  which  overcomes  the  greatest  difficulties 
by  the  precision  and  thoroughness  with  which  it 
adapts  its  means  to  its  ends. 

The  fare  on  all  the  roads  from  the  lower  ter- 
mini to  the  Harlem  River  is  five  cents ;  and  the 
management  says  with  truth  that  nowhere  else 
can  a  person  travel  so  far  at  the  same  rate. 
From  South  Ferry  to  Central  Park  the  running 
time  is  about  twenty-five  minutes.  "  What  is 
there  to  prevent  the  train  from  tumbling  into 
the  street  ? "  asks  a  timid  reader.  Within  each 
rail,  and  higher  than  it,  is  an  exceedingly  strong 
timber  firmly  bolted  to  the  cross-ties,  and  the 
plan  of  the  tracks  is  such  that,  in  case  of  any 
breakage  of  wheel  or  axle,  the  body  of  the  cars 
can  only  fall  a  few  inches  before  it  comes  in  con- 
tact with  this  guard,  which  also  holds  the  wheels 
against  the  track.  A  better  criterion  than  this 
of  the  safety  of  the  system  is  the  fact  that  there 
have  been  so  few  accidents,  and  nearly  all  of 
these  to  persons  who  tried  to  force  themselves 
on  the  cars  after  they  were  in  motion.  The  jilat- 
forms  at  the  rear  and  front  are  inclosed  by  iron 
railings  and  gates,  which  are  not  opened  until 
the  train  is  still,  and  are  closed  before  it  moves 
again. 

No  student  of  New  York  street-life  can  af- 
ford to  overlook  some  of  the  busy  and  character- 
istic scenes  which  are  to  be  observed  in  those 
business  localities  adjacent  to  the  wharves  and 
docks,  where  the  shipping  interests  create  an 
activity  and  atmosphere  peculiar  to  themselves. 
The  streets,  always  the  dirtiest  and  most  un- 
sightly in  New  York,  perhaps  necessarily  so,  are 
choked  up  with  heavy  drays,  trucks,  baggage 
and  freight  wa"rons,  so  that  the  chaos  seems  al- 


The  NA^est  Side  Elevated  Railroad  at   1  lOth  Street. 
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most  inextricable.  The  roughest  of  the  laboring 
classes  find  employment  in  these  regions,  and 
sulphurous  oaths  may  be  heard  at  every  turn, 
emphasized  from  time  to  time  by  a  furious  fisti- 
cuff combat.  The  low  "  dives  "  and  drinking- 
shops  that  infest  these  streets  contribute  largely 
to  the  confusion,  and  help  to  make  an  active 
supervision  of  the  police  more  necessary  than 
elsewhere.  The  importance  of  the  business  rep- 
resented in  the  bustle  and  movement  of  such 


thoroughfares  as  "West  Street  on  the  North  River 
front,  and  South  Street  on  the  East  River  front, 
can  hardly  be  over-estimated.  Over  the  ferries 
which  cross  the  North  River  pours  a  constant 
tide  of  passengers  and  freight.  Nearly  all  the 
great  railways  have  their  freight-depots  either 
in  Jersey  City  or  at  the  North  River  wharves  of 
the  New  York  side,  and  the  immensity  of  traffic 
is  eloquently  suggested  in  the  turmoil  and  tan- 
gle of  the  express  and  baggage  wagons,  and  the 
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drays  and  trucks  constantly  arriving  and  depart- 
ing. When  we  cross  to  the  East  River  front, 
we  reacli  the  locality  where  the  world's  com- 
merce declares  itself  in  a  forest  of  tall  masts. 
Here  again  we  have  confusion  worse  confounded 
in  the  sights  and  sounds  of  street-life,  but,  be- 


Space  will  not  permit  more  than  a  mention 
of  the  tenement-house  life  of  New  York.  The 
shape  of  the  city,  long  and  narrow,  has  greatly 
concentrated  the  poj)ulation,  so  that  in  one  ward 
there  are  nearly  three  hundred  thousand  persons 
to  the  square  mile,  and  in  other  wards  nearly 


neath  the  apparent  chaos  and  disoider,  the 
machinery  which  moves  the  business  world 
and  puts  forth  its  invisible  connections  to 
every  part  of  the  land  works  with  the  un- 
failing force  of  some  ponderous  engine. 

While  touching  those  sides  of  New  York 
life  which  have  a  picturesqueness  all  their  own, 
we  must  not  omit  to  call  attention  to  the  appear- 
ance of  the  whole  congeries  of  streets  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  block  bounded  by  West,  Little 
Twelfth,  Washington,  and  Gansevoort  Streets, 
known  as  the  Market- Wagon  Stand,  in  the  early 
morning,  when  the  market-wagoners  fetch  in 
their  produce  from  the  country.  For  nearly  a 
mile  within  a  block  or  two  of  the  water-front  the 
thoroughfares  are  packed  close  with  the  wagons 
from  which  New  York  draws  its  supply  of 
vegetables.  Farmers,  gardeners,  and  huckster- 
w^omen,  with  wholesome  tan  on  the  hands  and 
faces,  make  the  early  hours  busy  with  their 
traffic,  and  bring  to  the  air  of  the  city  the  scent 
of  the  green  fields  and  flowers  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. By  7  A.  M.,  however,  these  country  vis- 
itors have  all  departed,  and  the  city  again  re- 
sumes its  furious  life  of  toil  and  trade. 


West  Street,   near  Canal   Street. 

two  hundred  thousand  persons.  The  personal 
crowding  necessitated  by  such  a  population  is 
indescribable.  The  average  New  Yorker  knows 
little  of  the  degradation  and  misery  of  the  tene- 
ment -  house  population  ;  the  average  visitor 
knows  nothing  of  it. 

The  recent  increased  immigration  has  multi- 
plied the  number  of  foreign  "quarters  "  within 
•the  city.  Formerly  the  French  quarter,  south 
and  east  of  Washington  Square,  was  the  only 
distinctively  foreign  part  of  the  city.  Now 
there  are  two  Italian  quarters,  in  Mulberry  Street 
and  the  adjoining  streets,  and  in  First  Avenue 
near  One  Hundreth  Street,  respectively;  "Chi- 
natown "  is  in  Mott  Street,  near  Chatham  Square, 
while  the  Jewish  quarter  has  its  center  at  Hester 
and  Ludlow  Streets.     The  Jewish  Sabbath  be- 
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gins  on  Friday  evening  ;  Thursday  afternoon 
and  evening,  therefore,  are  the  market  times  for 
the  Orthodox  Jews  of  the  East  Side.  Hester 
and  Ludlow  Streets  are  then  almost  impassable. 
The  contents  of  the  cellar  stores  are  spread  on 
the  dirty  sidewalks,  while  the  gutters  are  occu- 
pied by  hucksters'  carts  ;  thousands  of  bearded 
men,  dark  -  faced  women,  and  puny  children 
swarm  everywhere,  bargaining,  bartering,  some- 
times selling.  The  noise  and  dirt  are  awful  to 
the  stranger,  but  the  confusion  and  hubbub  are 
increased  tenfold  if,  as  often  happens,  the  sani- 
tary police  descend  on  the  sellers  and  despoil 


them  of  the  rotten  meat  and  vegetables  which 
make  up  a  large  part  of  the  street  market's 
stock. 

On  Sunday  the  Chinese  assert  themselves  in 
lower  Mott  Street  more  strongly  than  on  other 
days.  The  large  Chinese  grocery-stores  do  a 
thriving  business  in  supplying  the  busy  laun- 
drymen  with  their  provisions  for  the  coming 
week,  the  opium-dens  and  gambling-houses  are 
thronged,  and  hundreds  of  clean-looking  Ce- 
lestials crowd  the  narrow  street  and  make 
the  dismal  neighborhood  temporarily  pictur- 
esque. 
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EIYEE    AI^D    WHAKF    SCEISTES, 


We  see  nothing  on  the  New  York  water- 
front like  the  great  wharves  and  docks  which 
make  the  maritime  accommodations  of  Lon- 
don and  Liverpool  so  marvelous.  The  latter,  in- 
deed, may  almost  be  included  among  the  won- 
ders of  the  world,  so  extensive  and  commodious 
are  they.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  depth  of 
the  water  does  not  prescribe  such  radical  and 


extensive  improvements  as  were  made  in  the 
two  great  English  cities,  but  none  the  less 
true  is  it  that  there  has  long  been  felt  a  need 
of  reconstruction.  Various  plans  have  been 
suggested  and  experiments  made,  with  a  view 
to  improve  our  water-fronts,  but  they  have 
not  proved  wholly  satisfactory. 

The  architecture  of  the  wharves,  and  the 
buildings  on  them,  may  be  deemed  inade- 
quate commercially,  but  its  irregularity,  per- 
haps its  very  poverty,  gives  it  an  artistic  value 
which  we  should  be  sorry  to  miss.  The  an- 
cient battalions  of  sail-lofts,  ship-chandleries 
and  stores,  with  swinging  sign-boards,  have 
more  or  less  a  nautical  aspect,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  recall  to  many  some  dear  old  port  of 
their  youth.  There  may  be  those,  indeed,  who 
will  regret  the  time  when  these  weather-beaten 
structures  are  swept  away,  and  supplanted  by 
others  more  commodious  but  not  more  interest- 
ing. 

Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  as  are  the  ex- 
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isting  wharves,  the  trade  they  accommodate  will 
astound  the  reader  who  is  unversed  in  commer- 
cial statistics.  The  number  of  entrances  of  sail- 
ing-vessels engaged  in  foreign  trade  for  1888 
was  5,361,  with  a  tonnage  of  5,683,371  tons; 
and  the  number  of  entrances  of  steamers  the 
same  year  was  2,165,  with  a  tonnage  of  4,009,- 
015.  The  number  of  clearances  was  4,857  sail- 
ing-vessels, with  a  tonnage  of  5,547,442;  and 
of  steamers,  2,157,  of  4,029,559  tons.  Over 
4,000  steamers  entered  and  cleared  in  the  coast- 
wise trade,  as  well  as  over  4,000  sailing-vessels. 
This  shows  an  aggregate  of  at  least  22,500  ves- 
sels entered  and  cleared,  which  means  that  over 
11,000  different  vessels  visited  the  port  of  New 
York  during  1888. 

In  making   a  brief  study  of   the  extended 


with  sunbeams  seem  to  be  fairly  alive,  as  they 
dance  along  the  surface  of  the  bay;  and  the 
islands  in  the  harbor,  with  their  glimpses  of 
greenery  lifting  above  the  swift  tides,  add  to  the 
variety  and  attraction  of  the  outlook. 

The  Battery  is  always  fringed  with  sight- 
seers and  loungers,  who  appear  to  gaze  on  the 
brilliant  scene  with  constant  delight;  for  no- 
where in  New  Y''ork  is  there  more  to  fill  the  eye 
and  stimulate  the  fancy. 

At  the  east  end  of  the  Battery  is  the  Barge- 
Office,  a  granite  structure  containing  numerous 
offices  connected  with  the  Custom-House ;  to  the 
right  is  Castle  Garden,  now  used  as  an  immi- 
grant depot.  Castle  Garden  is  a  historic  spot, 
having  been  originally  a  fort  and  afterward  a 
summer  garden,  whence  it  derives  its  now  not 


Landing-Steps,   west  of  the   Battery. 


water-front  of  New  York  and  its  varied,  pictur- 
esque associations,  let  us  begin  at  the  Battery, 
at  the  extreme  southern  end  of  the  city. 

As  one  looks  down  the  shining  bay  from  the 
Battery,  the  scene  is  one  which  impresses  itself 
on  the  imagination  beyond  the  possibility  of 
forgetting.  The  crowded  shipping  going  and 
coming,  steamers  being  slowly  drawn  by  puffing 
tugs,  stately  ships  preparing  for  their  long  voy- 
ages, fishing  and  oyster  boats,  yachts,  men-of- 
war,  small  sail-boats,  make  up  a  scene  animated 
in  the   extreme.       The   bright   waters   shininar 


very  appropriate  name.  It  was  once  used  for 
civic  and  military  displays  and  receptions,  and 
it  was  here  that  Lafayette  received  the  honor 
of  a  grand  ball  in  1824,  when  he  revisited  the 
country  to  which  he  had  so  gallantly  given  his 
military  services.  Other  celebrated  men  also 
received  public  receptions  on  this  historic  spot. 
It  was  here  also  that  Jenny  Lind  made  her  first 
appearance  under  P.  T.  Barnum's  management, 
and  sang  before  the  most  brilliant  and  numer- 
ous audiences  which  ever  applauded  the  notes 
of  a  sinffer  in  America. 
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By  and  by,  as  the  town  grew  far  away  from 
this  region,  Castle  Garden  was  given  up  as  a 


there  are  not  less  than  a  thousand  immigrants 
sheltered  here,  and  it  is  a  most  interesting  and 


place  of  resort,  and  converted  in  1855  to  the  use  I  suggestive  spectacle. 


North   River   Flotilla. 


of  immigrants  by  the  erection  of  suitable  ac- 
commodations. The  European  steamers,  which 
bring  these  tides  of  living  freight,  land  them  at 
this  spot,  where  they  receive  food  and  shelter 
till  such  time  as  they  are  ready  to  start  for  their 
destinations.  There  was  a  time  when  the  Gar- 
den was  infested  with  immigrant-runners,  who 
preyed  on  the  ignorant  and  timid  strangers,  for 
the  most  part  unable  to  speak  any  English,  with- 
out mercy.  But  this  time  has  now  passed,  and 
the  poor  foreigner  is  fed,  protected,  sheltered, 


Here  one  may  see  all  manner  of  strange  garbs 
from  all  parts  of  Europe,  and  hear  a  babel  of 
polyglot  sounds,  as  the  newly  arrived  aspirants 
for  American  citizenship,  with  their  wives  and 
babies,  spend  a  few  brief  days,  preparing  for  de- 
parture. A  fortnight  hence  they  will  have  been 
scattered  from  Minnesota  to  Texas,  from  Maine 
to  the  Golden  Gate  of  the  Pacific,  and  fairly 
embarked  on  the  life  which  is  to  assimilate  them 
with  the  wonderful  facts  and  forces  of  the  great 
republic  of  the  West. 


Ferry-Boat  at  Night. 


and  transported  with  his  worldly  goods  to  the 
station,  when  he  departs  for  the  land  of  milk 
and  honey  which  he  hopes  to  find.     At  times 


The  system  of  caring  for  the  immigrants  is 
simple,  but  thorough  and  satisfactory.  After 
examination  of  their  luggage  on  shipboard  by 
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the  customs  officers,  the  immigrants  are  trans- 
ferred to  this  landing  depot,  where  they  are  re- 
ceived by  officers  of  the  Commission,  who  enter 


coin  or  paper  of  immigrants  ;  a  restaurant  sup- 
plies them  with  plain  food  at  moderate  prices  ;  a 
physician  is  in  attendance  for  the  aick  ;  a  tem- 


An  Ocean-Steamer  In  Dock 


in  registers  kept  for  the  purpose  all  necessary 
particulars  for  their  future  identification.  The 
names  of  such  as  have  money,  letters,  or  friends 
awaiting  them,  are  called  out,  and  they  are  put 
into  immediate  possession  of  their  property,  or 
committed  to  their  friends,  whose  credentials 
have  first  been  properly  scrutinized.  Such  as 
desire  can  find  clerks  at  hand  to  write  letters  for 
them  in  any  European  language,  and  a  telegraph 
operator  within  the  depot  to  forward  dispatches. 
Here,  also,  the  main  trunk  lines  of  railway  have 
offices,  at  which  the  immigrant  can  buy  tickets 
and  have  his  luggage  weighed  and  checked  ; 
brokers  are  admitted  (under  restrictions  which 
make  fraud  impossible)  to  exchange  the  foreign 


porary  hospital  is  ready  to  receive  them  until 
they  can  be  conveyed  to  Ward's  Island  ;  and 
those  in  search  of  employment  are  furnished  it 
at  the  labor  bureau  connected  with  the  estab- 
lishment. Such  as  desire  to  start  at  once  are  sent 
to  the  railway  or  steamboat,  while  those  who 
prefer  to  remain  in  the  city  are  referred  to  board- 
ing-house keepers  whose  charges  are  regulated 
by,  and  houses  kept  under  the  supervision  of,  the 
Commissioners.  The  old  scandals  and  abuses 
have  long  since  disappeared  under  the  new 
method. 

If  picturesqueness  were  the  only  thing  de- 
sirable in  the  water-front  of  a  great  seaport, 
that  of  New  York  would  be  everything  needful. 
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but  the  picturesque  is  oftentimes  opposed  to  the 
convenient  ;  and,  as  one  looks  on  the  dilapidated 
old  piers,  narrow  streets,  and  tumble-down  rook- 
eries of  warehouses,  their  insufficiency  becomes 
plain.  For  many  years  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  city  have  suffered  from  bad  wharfage, 
but  there  has  been  a  beginning  of  better  things, 
and  suitable  piers  are  now  in  process  of  erection. 

The  total  available  water  frontage  of  New 
York,  not  counting  the  New  Jersey  and  Long 
Island  shores,  which  are  equally  devoted  to  the 
accommodation  of  the  shipping  interest  of  the 
city,  is  twenty-four  and  three-fourths  miles. 

In  the  center  of  the  harbor,  on  Bedloe's  Island, 
is  the  site  of  the  colossal  statue  of  ' '  Liberty  En- 
lightening the  World,"  the  gift  of  the  French 
nation  to  the  American  peoi^le.  It  is  the  largest 
work  of  the  kind  ever  completed.  The  top  of 
the  pedestal  is  eighty-nine  feet  above  mean  low- 
water  mark,  the  statue  is  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  feet  and  one  inch  high,  and  the  top  of  the 
torch  is  at  an  elevation  of  three  hundred  and 
five  feet  and  eleven  inches  from  mean  low- 
water  mark.  The  expense  of  the  statue  was 
defrayed  by  popular  subscription  in  France,  a 
committee  of  artists,  public  men,  municipal  bod- 
ies, and  chambers  of  commerce  aiding  to  make 


work  was  celebrated  on  November  6, 1875,  and, 
to  give  an  idea  of  the  work,  the  right  hand  was 
executed  in  its  colossal  proportions  and  sent  to 
the  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia.  In  1877  Con- 
gress gave  Bedloe's  Island  for  a  site,  and  on 
July  4,  1884,  the  work  was  officially  presented 
to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  as 
the  representative  of  the  country.  The  sculptor, 
M.  Bartholdi,  is  a  distinguished  living  sculptor 
of  colossal  statuary,  and  designed  the  "Lion  of 
Belfort "  in  1878,  to  commemorate  the  heroism 
displayed  at  that  impregnable  fort.  The  statue 
of  Lafayette,  in  Union  Square,  is  a  specimen  of 
his  success  in  statues  of  the  ordinary  size.  While 
the  statue  is  a  gift  of  the  French  people,  the 
pedestal  has  been  erected  by  contributions  from 
the  American  people,  at  a  cost  of  $300,000. 
The  design  is  by  M.  R.  Hunt.  In  the  center 
of  each  side  is  a  doorway  to  which  footways 
from  the  walls  of  the  fort  ascend,  and  by  which 
access  is  gained  to  the  interior  ;  at  the  height 
of  seventy-two  feet  is  a  balcony  on  each  side, 
from  which  fine  views  of  the  bay  and  its  shores 
can  be  enjoyed. 

The  statue  was  brought  to  this  country  by 
the  French  man-of-war  Isere  in  June,  1885,  and 
on   October   28,   1886,   was   formally  unveiled. 


North   River  Oyster-Boats. 


the  subscription  a  national  demonstration  ;  the 
fund  for   the   pedestal  was,  after  considerable 
delay,  raised  by  this  country.     The  birth  of  the 
5 


Mr.  Evarts,  chairman  of  the  American  com- 
mittee, delivering  it  to  the  Government  and 
people  of    the   United   States,    and    President 
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Cleveland  accepting  it.  Mr.  Chauncey  M.  De- 
pew  made  an  address,  the  French  minister  said 
a  few  words,  and  M.  Bartholdi,  who  was  pres- 
ent, made  a  short  speech.  The  weather  was 
unfortunately  unpropitious,  but  the  enthusiasm 
was  very  great. 

Both  day  and  night  the  New  York  waters 
present  a  most  animated  and  pleasing  sight.  It 
is  a  characteristic  and  frequent  thing  to  see  in 
the   North    River   a   long   line   of    canal-boats 


many  of  the  Hudson  River  and  New  Jersey 
towns  and  villages,  with  their  battered  hulls 
and  patched  sails,  to  the  artist  eye  are  more 
jjicturesque  than  even  the  trim  clipper,  with  her 
beautiful  lines  and  tapering  spars.  They  are 
the  links  between  the  past  and  the  present,  and 
their  old-fashioned  aspect  carries  one  back  to 
the  times  when  steam  was  unknown,  and  the 
age  was  leisurely,  easy-going,  simple-minded^ 
and  easily  contented. 


An  Ocean-Steamer  outward   bound. 


towed  by  tug  or  steamer  on  their  way  from  the 
Erie  Canal.  These  flotillas  give  a  curious  char- 
acter to  the  appearance  of  the  river,  and  play  a 
very  important  part  in  the  commerce  of  the  port. 
One  may  also  see  a  little  fleet  of  barges  towed  by 
a  lumbering  and  dilapidated  steamer,  which  has 
survived  its  gala  -  days,  when  gayly  decorated 
with  bunting  it  pursued  its  stately  track  up  and 
down  the  river  laden  with  passengers.  The  ves- 
sels which  vary  the  aspect  of  the  North  River 
front  are  highly  miscellaneous  in  their  compo- 
sition. Survivals  of  those  ancient  crafts  which 
not  many  years  ago  did  most  of  the  internal 
and  coastwise  commerce  of  the  port,  sloops  and 
schooners  of  antiquated  cut,  may  still  be  seen 
crawling  over  the  waters.  These  Rip  Van  Win- 
kle vessels,  which  lazily  serve  the  local  needs  of 


As  we  have  said,  the  vessels  which  lie  in  the 
harbor  are  of  all  kinds  and  descriptions.  Among 
these  may  be  seen  often,  specially  in  the  late 
spring,  just  before  the  cruising  season  begins, 
many  beautiful  yachts.  Yachting  as  carried  on 
in  New  York  costs  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  it 
is  as  much  the  favorite  amusement  of  the  wealthy 
as  the  ownership  of  fine  horses.  Twelve  yacht- 
clubs  have  their  headquarters  in  or  near  New 
York,  the  most  important  being  known  as  the 
New  York  Club,  which  has  a  total  tonnage  of 
about  five  thousand  tons,  and  an  estimated  valua- 
tion of  vessels  amounting  to  three  million  dollars. 

Gliding  in  and  out  among  these  beautifully 
shaped  crafts,  with  their  graceful  lines  and  taper- 
ing spars,  may  be  seen  tlie  sturdy  and  democratic 
little  tugs,  full  of  compact  grit  and  energy,  which 
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puff  along,  towing  perhaps  several  vessels  twenty 
times  their  size,  with  an  air  of  ease  which  aston- 
ishes one's  mind.  The  waters  of  such  a  great 
harbor  are  full  of  surprises  and  contrasts,  of  form 
and  function,  and  the  philosopher  finds  no  end 
of  food  for  his  humor  and  fancy  as  well  as  his 
edification  in  the  survey  thereof. 

When  the  shadows  of  night  settle  down  over 
the  waters  of  New  York,  the  scene  is  no  less 
picturesque.  Lights  flash  far  and  wide  over  the 
faintly-gleaming  surface  of  river  and  bay,  and 
hoarse,  far-distant  cries  echo  along  the  wharves 
and  from  ship  to  shij),  showing  the  presence  of 
life,  quiescent,  but  not  entirely  asleep.  From 
time  to  time  the  shadowy  sails  of  ships  glide  by 
like  giant  specters,  while  on  the  ojiposite  shores 
gleam  the  street-lamps  of  sister  cities  like  an 
army  of  fire-flies.  When  a  heavy  fog  settles  on 
the  river,  wiping  out  as  with  a  sponge  the  dis- 
tant lights,  there  is  something  weird  and  op- 


constant  running  of  these  transit-boats,  is  a  mat- 
ter of  marvel. 

It  is  along  the  wharves  at  night,'  particularly 
on  very  dark  and  foggy  nights,  that  the  river- 
thieves  find  their  sphere  of  operations.  The 
riches  lying  along  the  wharves  tempt  theft,  and 
organized  bands  of  these  criminals  ply  a  lucrative 
business  in  miscellaneous  stealing  of  everything 
not  under  the  closest  watch.  They  often,  too, 
indulge  in  broad  acts  of  piracy,  boarding  vessels, 
gagging  the  crew,  and  not  seldom  committing 
murder.  Some  of  their  outrages  are  of  tlie  most 
audacious  character,  for  these  bands  contain 
many  of  the  most  reckless  and  daring  scoundrels 
hatched  out  of  the  rotten  compost  of  our  civili- 
zation. A  special  corps  of  river-police  patrols 
the  waters  in  a  small  steamer  on  the  outlook  for 
these  daring  ruffians,  and  watching  with  suspi- 
cious eyes  all  the  small  craft  and  row-boats  that 
ply  along  the  shores,  for  what  to  untrained  eyes 


Canal-Beats,   East  River. 


pressive  in  the  scene.  Darkness  shrouds  the 
outlook,  but  through  the  thick,  black  air  the 
shrill  shrieking  of  the  steam-whistles  keeps  up 
an  incessant  cacophony.  Suddenly  there  shoots 
out  of  the  gloom  a  great  eyeball  of  light,  which 
is  speedily  multiplied  into  many  as  the  ferry- 
boat nears  the  landing.  So  great  are  the  skill 
and  care  of  the  pilots  of  the  ferry-boats,  that 
collisions  rarely  occur  even  on  the  most  foggy 
nights,  which,  in  view  of  the  great  number  and 


would  be  a  mere  pleasure-boat  might  contain  a 
crew  of  these  bold  pirates.  The  strongholds  of 
these  thieves  shift  from  time  to  time  to  elude  the 
watchful  guardians  of  the  public  peace  and  prop- 
erty, now  being  in  some  hut  on  a  quiet  sand- 
beach  down  the  bay,  now  under  one  of  the  un- 
frequented piers  far  up  town.  A  spot  which 
has  been  specially  noted  in  police  annals  for  the 
operations  of  tliese  rascals,  than  whom  there  are 
none  more  bold  and  cunning  in  New  York,  is 
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Corlear's  Hook,  which  is  at  the  bend  of  the  East 
River,  just  below  Grand  Street,  and  opposite 
the  Brooklyn  Navy-Yard.     Large  machine-shojis 


European  steamers  leave  and  arrive  at  the 
port  of  New  York  daily,  sometimes  half  a  dozen 
in  a  single  day,  and,  in  addition  to  these  great 


Wharf-Scene. 


and  storage  warehouses  make  this  part  of  the 
New  York  water-front  almost  deserted  at  night, 
and  afford  the  thieves  ample  chance  to  sally  out 
and  return  with  their  booty  unobserved,  while 
squalid  rookeries  and  tenements  near  at  hand 
furnish  places  of  convenient  concealment. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  part  of  the  water-front  of 
the  city  more  attractive  than  those  quays  and 
streets  on  the  North  River  where  we  almost  pass 
under  the  bowsprits  of  the  immense  ocean-steam- 
ships of  the  Pacific  Mail  Company,  the  Inman, 
the  White  Star,  the  State,  the  Cunard,  the  Ger- 
man, and  other  lines  which  bring  us  thousands 
of  tourists  and  immigrants,  and  the  most  valua- 
ble freights.  The  arrival  or  departure  of  one  of 
these  triumphs  of  marine  architecture  is  a  pictur- 
esque and  animating  sight.  The  great  ship  it- 
self, viewed  as  a  study  of  man's  scientific  mastery 
in  his  combat  with  Nature,  is  a  marvel  in  com- 
pleteness of  make  and  equipment,  alike  to  defy 
the  treacherous  moods  of  the  sea,  and  to  sub- 
serve all  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  man. 


ships  that  ply  over  the  ocean-ferry  to  Europe, 
there  are  lines  to  South  and  Central  America,  the 
West  Indies,  the  Windward  Islands,  to  Florida, 
New  Orleans,  Texas,  Mexico,  Cuba,  and  various 
other  domestic  and  foreign  destinations.  Among 
the  European  lines  the  Cunard  has  long  been 
famous  for  its  immunity  from  accident.  The 
White  Star  line  is  widely  known  for  its  large, 
admirably  equipped,  and  swift  vessels  •,  and  the 
Inman  line  has  at  the  head  of  its  fleet  the  largest 
steamship  in  the  world,  the  City  of  Paris.  An 
ocean-steamer  is  a  vast  floating  hotel,  where 
rich  and  poor  find  accommodations  to  suit  their 
means  and  their  tastes.  When  one  of  these  great 
vessels,  decked  with  flags,  and  crowded  with 
people  on  its  decks,  waving  handkerchiefs  to 
their  friends  ashore,  moves  out  of  the  wharf, 
it  is  one  of  the  most  striking  and  suggestive 
scenes  to  be  witnessed  on  the  water-front  of  the 
city,  fruitful  as  it  is  in  interesting  suggestions. 
Although  the  stormy  Atlantic  has  become  merely 
a  great  ocean-ferry,  an  occasional  terrible  disas- 
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ter  by  storm  or  fire  still  invests  travel  across 
its  long  leagues  of  sea  with  that  dim  sugges- 
tion of  tragedy  and  horror  which  always  belongs 
to  the  unknown.  The  scenes  consequent  on  the 
arrival  of  an  ocean-steamer  have  also  their  in- 
teresting phases,  often  mixed  with  a  dash  of  the 
ludicrous,  which  grow  out  of  tlie  inspection  of 
baggage  by  the  Custom-House  officers. 

For  those  visitors  to  New  York,  who  may  be 
contemplating  foreign  travel,  it  may  be  useful 
and  interesting,  in  this  connection,  to  learn  some- 
thing of  the  modus  operandi  of  the  Custom-House 
officials  on  the  arrival  of  any  steamship  from  a 
foreign  port.  The  baggage  of  passengers  is 
landed  on  the  wharf,  or  at  the  Barge-Office,  as 
soon  as  the  vessel  is  docked.  But,  before  any 
baggage  is  delivered,  each  passenger  is  required 
to  make,  under  oath,  an  entry  of  his  or  her  bag- 
gage, and  a  separate  entry,  also  under  oath,  of 
all  articles  contained  in  his  or  her  baggage  which, 
by  the  United  States  laws,  are  subject  to  duty, 
and  to  pay  such  duty,  if  any.  The  blank  forms 
of  the  entries  to  be  made  are  (if  practicable) 
furnished  to  each  passenger  after  the  vessel  leaves 
quarantine  by  the  customs  officers,  who  also  give 


when  the  vessel  arrives  at  her  wharf.  The 
senior  member  of  a  family  coming  together,  if  suf- 
ficiently acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  bag- 
gage of  the  whole  party  to  make  a  sworn  statement 
of  the  same,  is  allowed  to  include  all  such  baggage 
in  one  entry.  Whenever  any  trunk  or  package 
brought  by  a  passenger  as  baggage  contains  arti- 
cles subject  to  duty,  and  the  value  thereof  exceeds 
five  hundred  dollars,  or  if  the  quantity  or  vari- 
ety of  the  dutiable  articles  is  such  that  a  jjroper  ex- 
amination, classification,  or  appraisement  can  not 
be  made  at  the  vessel,  the  trunk  or  package  is  sent 
to  the  public  store  for  appraisement.  Passen- 
gers will  find  it  useful  to  remember  that  wear- 
ing-apparel to  be  free  must  not  only  have  been 
worn,  but  must  show  signs  of  wear  ;  the  inten- 
tion to  wear  it  one's  self  is  not  sufficient.  Jew- 
elry that  has  been  worn  or  is  in  use  as  a  personal 
ornament  is  admitted  free,  but  duty  is  demanded 
on  all  watches  but  one  brought  in  by  a  single 
passenger,  even  if  all  of  them  are  old.  In  spite 
of  the  vigilance  of  the  revenue  officials,  who 
watch  with  lynx-eyes  every  attempt  to  infringe 
on  the  regulations,  there  are  not  a  few  successful 
smugglers.     The  moral  casuistry,  by  which  one 


Fish-Market,  East  River. 


the  passenger  all  necessary  information  relative 
thereto.  In  case  no  customs  officers  come  on  board 
at  quarantine,  the  forms  of  entries  are  furnished 


is  persuaded  that  cheating  the  Government  out 
of  such  small  matters  as  customs  dues  is  rather 
creditable  than  otherwise,  is  of  the  simplest  kind, 
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and  almost  intuitively  appreciated  by  most  peo- 
ple except  the  Government  officials.  The  fun 
for  the  bystander  is  when  one  of  these  gentry 
detects  the  offense.  The  ruthless  severity  with 
which  trunks  and  other  baggage  are  then  exam- 
ined and  tossed  about  piece  by  piece,  the  dis- 
may of  the  fair  offender  and  her  friends,  and  the 
excitement  and  curiosity  of  the  wharf-loungers 
and  workmen,  make  quite  a  little  comedy. 
These  occurrences  occasionally  appear  in  print  ; 
but,  if  the  stories  of  the  customs  officials  be  true, 
most  of  the  facts  are  quietly  hushed  up  and  kept 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  eager  and  active  re- 
porter. 

The   wharves   are    generally  crowded   with 
stevedores  and  other  laborers  busy  in  loading 


A  brief  walk  from  the  great  wharves  of  the 
North  River  carries  us  fairly  into  the  heart  of 
the  produce  trade  which  monopolizes  West 
Street,  from  Canal  Street  to  the  Battery,  and 
most  of  the  intersecting  streets  as  far  back  as 
Greenwich  Street.  Flour,  meal,  butter,  eggs, 
cheese,  meats,  poultry,  fish,  cram  the  tall  ware- 
houses and  rude  sheds,  teeming  at  the  water's 
edge  to  their  fullest  capacity.  Fruit- famed  New 
Jersey  pours  four  fifths  of  its  produce  into  this 
lap  of  distributive  commerce ;  the  river-hugging 
counties  above  contribute  their  share ;  and  car- 
loads come  trundling  in  from  the  West  to  feed 
the  perjietually  hungry  maw  of  the  Empire  City. 

The  concentration  of  this  great  and  stirring 
trade  is  to  be  met  at  Washington  Market.     The 


Fishing-Boats  in    Dock. 


and  unloading  ships,  and  a  continual  succession 
of  drays  is  going  and  coming,  making  the  ap- 
proaches more  than  ordinarily  difficult  to  the 
foot-passenger.  The  business  of  the  stevedore 
is  one  requiring  special  skill  and  knowledge,  as 
the  problem  of  packing  away  the  multifarious 
freight  in  the  most  compact  form  without  too 
much  interfering  with  the  balance  of  the  ship  is 
not  an  easy  one  to  solve.  In  and  out  of  the 
swarm  of  laborers  darts  the  ragged  gutter-snipe, 
his  sharp  eye  cocked  for  a  chance  to  steal  any  ar- 
ticle, if  it  be  only  an  orange  or  a  cocoanut,  when- 
ever the  attention  of  the  policeman  is  turned 
away  from  him.  Accidents  are  not  uncommon 
along  the  water-front,  and  one  wonders  that 
they  are  not  more  frequent. 


unsightly  and  disgraceful  wooden  structure  which 
so  long  disfigured  the  vicinity  has  been  replaced 
by  a  building  of  brick  and  terra-cotta.  Wash- 
ington Market  is  the  chief  one  in  the  city,  and 
the  scene,  especially  in  the  early  morning,  is  a 
busy  and  entertaining  one.  Here  the  caterers 
for  the  up  -  town  hotels  and  boarding  -  houses 
come  to  make  their  purchases,  as  well  as  the  nu- 
merous retail  dealers  throughout  the  town.  West 
Washington  Market,  which  is  the  name  for  the 
booths  on  the  piers,  has  been  removed  to  West 
Twelfth  Street,  at  Gansevoort  Market,  and  in 
this  locality  the  farmers'  vegetable  wagons  are 
now  stationed.  The  interior  arrangements  for 
the  display  of  articles  are  excellent.  The  side- 
walks some  years  ago  were  so  clogged  up  by 
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booths  that  passage  was  seriously  impeded ;  but 
this  nuisance  has  been  somewhat  abated,  though 
there  is  still  a  great  chance  for  improvement. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  North  River 
front  will  be  found  in  the  great  wholesale  oyster- 
boats,  consisting  of  rusty  and  dilapidated-look- 
ing barges,  moored  by  the  stern  to  the  wharves. 


years  in  pursuing  this  business.  The  seed- oys- 
ters are  brought  from  the  South,  and  are  said 
to  acquire  their  peculiar  flavor  by  planting  in 
Northern  waters,  though  the  epicures  of  Balti- 
more, Washington,  and  Richmond  contemptu- 
ously deny  this  allegation  of  superior  excellence. 
Oysters  are  good  and  plentiful  in  New  York  at 


Dry-Dock. 


Into  these  receptacles  the  sloops  engaged  in  the 
oyster-trade  discharge  their  cargoes,  and  thence 
the  luscious  bivalve  is  distributed  to  dealers  in 
all  parts  of  tlie  city.  Oysters  are  brought  to 
New  York  from  points  as  far  south  as  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  and  from  the  northern  coast  as 
far  as  Boston,  but  the  bulk  of  them  come  from 
the  inlets  of  the  New  Jersey  coast  and  Long 
Island  Sound.  So  valuable  has  the  oyster  busi- 
ness become,  that  acres  of  salt-water  within  fifty 
miles  of  New  York,  in  favorable  localities,  are 
worth  several  fold  the  same  area  of  dry  land. 
Some  oyster-farmers  send  to  the  city  from  one 
hundred  to  two  hundred  thousand  bushels  every 
season,  and  not  a  few  become  wealthy  in  a  few 


all  seasons  of  the  year,  in  spite  of  the  popular 
notion  that  they  are  only  fit  for  food  from  Sep- 
tember to  May.  The  trade,  however,  during  the 
summer  months  is  not  active,  and  the  oyster- 
merchants  in  their  floating  M^arehouses  on  the 
North  River  look  disconsolate  till  the  months 
containing  the  magical  R  pass  by  and  bring  in 
the  stirring  season  again. 

At  the  southern  end  of  the  East  River  water- 
front we  find  the  canal-boats  which  receive  the 
freight  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  the  locality  is  so 
deceptive  in  its  quietness  that  a  stranger  would 
never  suspect  the  immense  commerce  which  be- 
longs to  it.  The  turtle-like  crafts,  painted  gen- 
erally in  the  most  grotesquely  glaring  colors,  are 
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so  closely  moored  together,  that  one  can  easily 
walk  across  them  from  wharf  to  wharf.  Men, 
women,  and  often  children  may  be  seen  from 
time  to  time  on  their  decks,  and  strings  of  fam 
ily  washing  flutter  in  tlie  breeze  like  ships'  bunt- 
ing. One  may  see  a  cradle  here,  a  dog  there, 
and,  perhaps,  ghxring  at  him  from  the  next  old 
tub,  a  belligerent  tomcat.  Here  and  there  we 
may  also  see  lace  curtains  at  the  windows,  and 
flowers  peeping  from  behind — in  a  word,  all  the 
signs  of  jjleasant  domesticity.  If,  like  Asmode- 
us,  we  could  see  through  the  decks,  we  should 
probably  find  the  stern  divided  into  three  or 
four  compartments,  provided  with  all  the  com- 
forts for  a  small  family,  even  to  parlor  organs 
and  sewing-machines.  The  canal-boatmen  have 
their  homes  on  board  these  vessels,  and  often- 
times show  no  little  taste  in  fitting  them  up. 
There  was  a  time,  many  years  ago,  when  these 
canal-men  were  a  rough  and  quarrelsome  lot,  and 
many  were  the  furious  fights,  oftentimes  ending 
in  homicide,  which  occurred.  Like  the  flat- 
boatmen  of  the  West,  they  were  passionate, 
truculent,  and  revengeful,  though  with  many 
good  qualities.  But  things  have  changed  with 
this  class  of  late  years,  and  they  are  now  as 
commonplace  and  orderly  as  any  exposed  by 
the  nature  of  things  to  a  laborious  and  severe 
life. 

The  principal  lines  of  transportation  from  the 
"West  to  the  East  include  about  ten  thousan  d 
miles  of  railway,  seven  thousand  miles  of  river, 
sixteen  hundred  miles  of  lake,  and  sixteen  hun- 
dred miles  of  canal.  The  total  freight  carried 
over  them  in  one  year  is  about  twenty  million 
tons,  one  fourth  of  which  is  transported  by  boats 
through  the  Erie  Canal  and  down  the  Hudson 
River— a  striking  exhibit,  which  is  emphasized 
by  the  fact  that  the  canal  is  only  open  for  six 
months  in  the  year.  The  boats  travel  over  ten 
million  miles  a  season,  and  give  employment  to 
about  twenty-eight  thousand  men  and  sixteen 
thousand  horses  and  mules.  Passing  through 
the  quiet  valleys  of  the  Genesee  and  the  Mo- 
hawk, they  appear  so  primitive  in  structure  and 
slow  in  motion  that  few  persons  unfamiliar  with 
the  facts  would  be  willing  to  give  them  credit 
for  much  usefulness ;  they  are  towed  on  the  river 
in  long  strings  by  great,  white  tow-boats,  but, 
inert  as  they  apparently  are,  their  services  to 
commerce  far  surpass  those  of  the  railway,  whose 
trains  travel  in  one  day  a  greater  distance  than 
the  boats  travel  in  a  week. 

Wall  Street  Ferry  passed,  with  its  crowds  of 
passengers  and  vehicles,  we  glance  at  a  dock  full 
of  the  fruit-schooners  that  bring  to  the  city  or- 


anges, bananas,  lemons,  and  grapes,  from  the 
tropics.  No  city  in  the  world  out  of  the  tropics 
can  show  such  a  variety  of  luscious  fruits.  The 
immense  contrast  of  climate  within  our  own  bor- 
ders, and  the  proximity  of  New  York  to  the 
West  Indies,  the  most  luxuriant  fruit-producing 
region  of  the  World,  fills  the  market  in  turn  with 
the  most  delicious  products  of  vegetable  nature. 
The  sight  of  the  booths  in  the  fruit-market,  with 
its  burden  of  rich  and  varied  color,  is  a  study 
for  the  painter  in  its  rich  luxuriance  of  hues,  as 
well  as  suggestive  to  the  epicure. 

The  Fulton  Fish-Market  stands  on  the  river- 
side of  South  Street,  north  of  the  ferry-house, 
and  is  a  long,  red  brick  building  of  neat  appear- 
ance, which  is  maintained  by  private  enterprise. 
The  fishing  schooners  and  sloops  discharge  their 
cargoes  at  the  market  from  the  adjacent  slips, 
and  the  fish  are  then  laid  out  in  attractive  fash- 
ion on  marble  slabs  or  stored  in  bulk  in  great 
ice-chests.  In  the  early  morning  the  jjlace  is 
made  a  bedlam  by  the  throngs  of  licensed  vend- 
ers and  up-town  retail  dealers,  laying  in  and 
carting  away  their  daily  supplies. 

As  we  stand  here,  by  the  Fulton  Ferry  dock, 
the  Great  East  River  Bridge  looms  up  in  its 
grand  proportions,  and  we  stop  to  admire  one  of 
the  finest  specimens  of  bridge-engineering  in 
the  world.  We  can  not  do  better  than  give  our 
readers  some  brief  description  of  this  lofty  road- 
way, across  which  so  much  of  the  travel  and 
traflSc  between  the  two  cities  now  passes. 

The  Brooklyn  terminus  is  in  the  block 
bounded  by  Fulton,  Prospect,  Sands,  and  Wash- 
ington Streets,  the  New  York  terminus  in  Park 
Row,  opposite  the  City  Hall  Park.  The  sup- 
porting tower  on  the  New  York  side  is  at  Pier 
No.  29,  near  the  foot  of  Roosevelt  Street ;  and 
the  corresponding  tower  in  Brooklyn  is  just 
north  of  the  Fulton  Ferry-house. 

The  bridge  may  be  divided  into  five  parts  : 
the  central  span  across  the  river  from  tower  to 
tower,  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety -five  feet  long; 
a  span  on  each  side  from  the  tower  to  the  anch- 
orage, nine  hundred  and  forty  feet  long  ;  and 
the  approaches  from  the  terminus  to  the  anchor- 
age on  each  side.  The  total  length  of  the  bridge 
closely  approaches  six  thousand  feet.  The  width, 
of  eighty-five  feet,  includes  a  pathway  for  foot- 
passengers  of  thirteen  feet,  two  railroad-tracks, 
and  two  wagon-tracks.  From  high-water  mark 
to  the  floor  of  the  bridge  in  the  center  is  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  and  thirtj'^-five  feet,  a 
height  considered  great  enough  to  remove  all 
impediment  to  free  navigation.  The  central 
span  is  suspended  from  four  cables  of  steel  wire, 
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each  sixteen  inches  in  diameter,  which  are  as- 
sisted by  stays,  the  cables  having  a  deflection  of 
one  liundred  and  twenty-eight  feet.  Each  tower 
rests  immediately  on  a  caisson,  sunk  to  the  rock 
beneath  the  river,  this  being  on  the  New  York 
side  about  ninety  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
water.  The  towers  erected  upon  these  founda- 
tions are  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  by  fifty- 
six  feet  at  the  water-line  ;  below  the  upper  cor- 
nice at  the  top  these  dimensions  are  reduced,  by 
sloped  offsets  at  intervals,  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  by  forty.  The  total  height  above 
high  water  of  each  tower  is  two  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  feet.  At  the  anchorages  each  of  the 
four  cables,  after  passing  over  the  towers,  enters 
the  anchor-walls  at  an  elevation  of  nearly  eighty 
feet  above  high  water,  and  passes  through  the 


obstructed.     The   Brooklyn  terminus   is   sixty- 
eight  feet  above  high  tide. 

The  views  from  the  bridge  are  various  and 
really  grand.  On  one  side  stretches  New  York, 
with  its  innumerable  tall  structures  ;  on  the 
other  lies  Brooklyn ;  while  below  flows  the  East 
River,  one  of  the  most  crowded  and  animated 
water-ways  in  the  world.  In  order  to  see  the 
bridge  and  enjoy  the  prospects  that  it  affords, 
it  is  necessary  to  cross  on  foot.  An  o^^en  car- 
riage affords  good  opportunities,  however  ;  but 
the  railway,  on  the  other  hand,  gives  no  one  a 
chance  to  see  either  the  bridge  itself,  or  to  catch 
more  than  a  fleeting  glimpse  of  the  great  pano- 
rama spread  out  above  and  below  it.  By  going 
on  foot  and  loitering,  stoj^jiing  at  this  point  and 
that,  one  may  get  a  most  satisfying  idea  of  the 


A  Misty  Morning. 


masonry  a  distance  of  twenty  feet,  at  which 
point  a  connection  is  formed  with  the  anchor- 
chains.  Each  anchorage  contains  about  thirty- 
five  thousand  cubic  yards  of  masonry.  The 
spans  from  the  anchorages  to  the  towers  are 
suspended  to  the  cables,  and  carried  over  the 
roofs  of  the  buildings  underneath.  The  ap- 
proach on  the  Brooklyn  side  from  the  terminus 
to  the  anchorage  measures  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six  feet  ;  on  the  New  York  side,  thirteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six  feet.  These  approaches 
are  supported  by  iron  girders  and  trusses,  which 
rest  at  short  intervals  upon  piers  of  masonry,  or 
iron  columns  built  within  the  blocks  crossed 
and  occupied.  The  streets  are  crossed  by  stone 
arches  at  such  elevations  as  to  leave  them  un- 


grand  structure,  and  enjoy  a  succession  of  pict- 
ures not  easily  matched.  The  platform  around 
the  towers  is  a  favorite  outlook.  During  1888, 
2,785,533  persons  walked  over  the  bridge,  and 
80,331,283  went  in  the  railroad  ;  since  the 
bridge  was  opened,  on  May  24,  1883,  20,251,533 
foot-passengers  have  crossed  it,  and  108,935,440 
persons  have  crossed  by  rail.  In  the  employ  of 
the  trustees  of  the  bridge  are  six  executive 
officers,  31  collectors,  17  gatemen,  90  conduct- 
ors, and  91  policemen. 

Passing  Roosevelt,  Hunter's  Point,  and  Cath- 
arine Street  Ferries,  we  come  to  the  dry  docks. 
Marvelously  crazy,  rotten,  twisted,  unsightly 
objects  these  dry  docks  are,  but  they  are  most 
important  adjuncts  to  the  marine  interests  of 
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New  York,  for  it  is  here  that  vessels  are  put  in 
hospital  for  repairs.  We  draw  near  the  iron- 
foundries  and  the  gas-works  as  we  pass  along  in 
our  tour  of  inspection,  and  the  sliipping  begins 


to  be  less  thick,  the  traffic  less  noisy.  A  com- 
mon sight  in  this  neighborhood  is  a  battered  old 
turret-shi])  or  an  old  frigate  lying  in  ordinary  at 
moorings.  Not  only  have  there  been  built  here 
the  huge  boilers  and  ponderous  engines  of  many 


an   ocean-steamer,    but   the   iron   sides   of  the 
steamers  themselves  have  been  fused,  and  cast, 
and  shaped,  and  bolted,  and  built  on  this  spot. 
You  note  your  approach  to  the  works  by  the 
overflow  of  superfluous 
iron -ware.    Vast,  rusty, 
propped-uji  caverns  of 
iron       confront     you  ; 
abandoned  boilers,  big 
enough      for     church- 
steeples,    encumber  all 
the  highways;   smaller 
fragments    of  iron,    of 
manifold       mysterious 
shapes,  lie  jjiled  up  on 
every  curbstone.     Then 
appear  the   tall  walls, 
the  great  chimneys,  and 
all  the  horrible  confu- 
sion of  vast  work-yards 
and   workshops.       All 
about  is  grimy  and  re- 
pulsive.     The  mud  is 
black  with    coal-dust; 
the  pools  of  water  dark 
and  dismal  ;   the  low, 
f      rotten,  wretched  houses 
]       clustering  about,  damp 
;       and  sooty ;  all  the  faces, 
and  all  the  walls,  and 
all  the  posts,  and  every 
object,      grimy       and 
soiled  ;  while  the  dis- 
tracting din  of  innumer- 
able   hammers    ' '  clos- 
ing rivets  up"  unites 
in  rendering  the  whole 
scene   purgatorial.      A 
great      industry      and 
source  of  wealth  is  the 
iron   interest,    but  the 
manipulation    of    that 
indispensable  metal  has 
abundant     harsh     and 
discordant  features.  Be- 
yond the  iron- works  are 
more   ship-yards,   more 
ferries,     more     vessels, 
with    wharf  -  building, 
lot-fllling,      dirt-dump- 
ing, and  what-not. 
A  brief  glance  at  the  Brooklny  Navy- Yard, 
which  is  on  the  south  shore  of  Wallabout  Bay, 
and  about  opposite  Corlear's  Hook,  will  be  of 
interest  to  the  reader.     This  is   tlie   principal 
naval  station  in   the  country,  and  the  grounds 
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embrace  a  total  area 
of  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  acres,  in- 
cluding more   than 
a  mile  of  splendid 
wharfage.       About 
two   thousand  men 
are   employed  here 
almost     constantly, 
and   the    station  is 
under  the  command 
of  a  commodore  of 
the    United    States 
Navy.      The  visitor 
will    find     here     a 
myriad  of  things  to 
interest    his    atten- 
tion, but  over  these 
we  must  pass  hasti- 
ly with  a  brief  de- 
scrijDtion  of  the  im- 
mense dry  dock.   It 
is  built  of  granite, 
and  the  main  cham- 
ber is  two  hundred 
and  eighty-six  feet 
long  by  thirty-five 
feet  wide  at  the  bot- 
tom, and  three  hun- 
dred and  seven  feet 
long  by  ninety-eight 
feet  wide  at  the  top, 
with    a    depth    of 
thirty-six  feet.  The 
enoi-mous       steam- 
pumps      connected 
with  the  dock  can 
empty  it  of  water  in 
four     and    a    half 
hours.     This   dock 
cost       considerably 
over     two     million 
dollars. 

The  United 

States  Naval  Lyce- 
um, founded  by 
officers  of  the  navy 
in  1833,  is  situated 
in  the  Navy- Yard. 
It  has  a  fine  library 
and  a  large  collec- 
tion of  curiosities, 
together  with  valu- 
able geological  and 
mineralogical  cabi- 
nets.    Just  east  of 


Navy-Yard,   Brooklyn. 


the  Navj^-Yard  are  extensive  marine  barracks,  |  having  accommodations  for  five  hundred   pa- 


and  on  the  opposite  side  of  Wallabout  Bay  is 
the  Marine  Hospital,  a  handsome  structure  sur- 
rounded  by  twenty-one  acres  of  ground,  and 


tients. 

Crossing  to  the  New  York  side  again  and 
hastening  up  the   line  of  wharves,    at  last  we 
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reach  the  upper  portion  of  the  East  River  water- 
front, wliere  we  seem  to  have  passed  out  of  the 
domain  of  commerce  and  manufact- 
ure, and  a  kind  of  lazy  life  pervades 
the  docks  almost  as  sluggish  and 
easy-going  as  that  of  some  coasting 
port.  But  as  we  approach  Harlem 
Bridge,  which  crosses  the  Harlem 
River  at  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth 
Street  and  Third  Avenue,  the  scene 
is  picturesque  and  attractive. 

In  this  vicinity  a  large  numljer  of 
boat-clubs  have  their  headquarters, 
and  here  most  of  the  races  occur. 
On  any  pleasant  day,  as  one  stands 
on  the  bridge,  he  will  see  racing- 
shells  flash  through  the  water  pro- 
pelled by  brawny  arms.  Boats  are 
always  found  here  to  let,  either  for 
pleasure  parties  or  exercise  with  the 
single  scull.  On  a  holiday  the  river 
presents  a  most  gay  and  lively  aspect. 
Steamboats,  steam  -  launches,  and 
small  crafts,  loaded  with  pleasure- 
seekers,  fill  the  water  on  all  sides, 
and  row-boats  glide  in  and  out  under 
the  swift  strokes  of  athletic  oars- 
men. 

Farther  up  the  Harlem  River,  at 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy  -  fifth 
Street,  we  reach  High  Bridge,  on 
which  the  Croton  Aqueduct  is  car- 
ried across  the  river  and  valley.  The 
bridge  is  fourteen  hundred  and  six- 
ty feet  long,  and  supported  by  thir- 
teen arches  resting  on  solid  granite 
piers,  the  crown  of  the  highest  arch 
being  one  hundred  and  sixteen  feet 
above  the  water-level.  The  water 
is  carried  over  the  bridge  in  large 
cast-iron  pipes  protected  by  brick 
masonry.  On  the  left  or  island  side 
of  the  river  are  a  handsome  high- 
service  tower  and  engine  -  house, 
which  play  an  important  part  in  rais- 
ing the  distributing  source  to  the 
proper  level  for  service  in  supplying 
Croton  water  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  city. 

Half  a  mile  north  of  High  Bridge 
is  the  new  Washington  Bridge  over 
the  Harlem.  The  New  York  end  is 
at  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-first 
Street,  the  Westchester  end  near 
Central  Avenue.     The  bridge  is  of  steel,  iron,  [  high  water. 


wide.      The   two  central  arches   are   each  510 
feet  span,  and  their  crowns  are   135  feet  above 


and  stone;  it  is  3,400  feet  long  and  eighty  feet 


The  side  arches  are  of  granite, 
bridge  cost  nearly  $3,000,000. 


The 
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FIRST  among  the  temples  of  religion  which 
are  specially  noticeable  must  be  mentioned 
Trinity,  the  principal  church  of  Trinity  Parish, 
a  corporation  closely  woven  with  the  history  of 
New  York,  and  remarkable  for  the  extent  of 
its  charities,  and  the  important  part  it  plays 
in  the  denominational  interest  of  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal 
Church  of  Amer- 
ica. 

Standing  at 
the  head  of  Wall 
Street  in  Broad- 
way, its  position, 
right  in  the 
thick  of  trafiic, 
gives  the  loca- 
tion a  peculiar 
interebt  and  sug- 


gestiveness.  Before  describing  the  church,  let 
us  briefly  glance  at  the  history  of  the  church  or- 
ganization, which  is  the  second  oldest  and  the 
richest  in  the  United  States. 

The  land  on  which  Trinity  Church  now  stands 
was  granted  by  the  English  Government  in  1697, 
being  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  William 
and  Mary,  the  location  being  fixed  as  "in  or 
near  to  a  street  without  the  Noi'th  Gate  of  the 
city,  commonly  called  Broadway."  Eight  years 
later,  in  1705,  the  entire  tract  between  Vesey 
and  Christopher  Streets  along  the  North  River, 
known  as  "Queen  Anne's  Farm,"  was  presented 
to  the  church  from  the  same  source.  A  large 
portion  of  this  magnificent  endowment  is  still 
controlled  by  the  organization,  but  for  many 
years  parts  of  it  were  bestowed  with  a  liberal 
hand  on  all  sorts  of  institutions  that  could  pre- 
sent a  plausible  claim  for  assistance.    The  landed 


Trinity   Church  and    Martyrs'    Monument. 
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property  of  Trinity  is  popularly  supposed  to  be 
something  enormous,  and  so  it  appears  when  fig- 
ured out  at  building-lot  prices.  When  estimat- 
ed, however,  by  the  income  derived  from  it,  the 
total  is  not  so  very  startling,  being  only  about 
half  a  million  dollars  per  annum.  This  amount 
goes  to  the  maintenance  of  the  parish  church 
and  six  chapels,  and  a  multitude  of  charities 
connected  with  them,  and  to  keeping  alive  about 
a  dozen  other  churches  in  the  poorer  quarters 
in  the  city.  The  first  church  was  completed  in 
1697,  and  stood  unchanged  for  forty  years,  when 
it  was  almost  entirely  rebuilt.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  Revolution  it  was  closed  for  a  time,  ow- 
ing to  the  persistence  of  the  clergy  in  reading 
the  prayers  for  the  King  of  England.  When 
the  British  army  had  established  itself  fiimly 
in  the  city,  the  doors  were  again  opened,  but 
after  a  few  days  it  was  destroyed  in  the  great 
fire  of  1776,  which  consumed  four  hundred  and 
ninety-tliree  houses.  It  was  not  rebuilt  until 
twelve  years  had  elapsed,  the  congregation 
worshiping  in  the  mean  time  in  St.  Paul's  Chap- 
el. The  struct- 
ure then  erected  ^ 
stood  until  1839,  ^_ 
when  it  was  pro- 
nounced unsafe, 
and  pulled  down 
to  make  way  for 
the  present  one, 
which  was  fin- 
ished in  1846. 

This  is  still 
one  of  the  hand- 
somest specimens 
of  Gothic  church 
architecture  in 
the  city,  and  its 
right  to  rank  as 
the  most  conspic- 
uous structure  of 
the  lower  part  of 
the  city  has  not 
yet  been  taken 
away  by  the  many 
stately  public  and 
corporate  build- 
ings    that     have 

been  reared  in  the  neighborhood  since  its  dedi- 
cation. Looking  up  from  Wall  Street  we  see 
its  steeple  rising  to  a  height  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty-four  feet,  conveying  an  impression  of  size 
which  buildings  of  greater  dimensions  but  less 
fortunately  situated  do  not  give.  The  material 
used — a  brown  sandstone — also  helps  to  increase 
6 


the  general  effect,  offering  as  it  does  a  decided 
contrast  to  the  marble  and  granite  of  this  finan- 
cial quarter,  on  the  ears  of  whose  denizens  the 
famous  church  chimes  break 
with  refreshing  sweetness. 
The  doors  are  generally  open 
every  week-day,  and  nowhere 
else  probably  can  a  more 
striking  change  of  surround- 
ings be  produced  in  a  few  sec- 
onds than  by  walking  during 
business  hours  from  the  mer- 
cenary uproar  of  the  Stock  Ex- 


St.   Paul's  Chapel — View  from  Graveyard. 


change,  only  a  few  yards  distant,  through  these 
doors.  The  stillness  is  only  broken  by  the 
hushed  and  apparently  distant  rumbling  erf  the 
incessant  traffic  in  Broadway  and  the  chirrup- 
ing of  the  English  sparrows,  dwellers  of  the  trees 
in  the  churchyard.  The  gray  tint  of  the  groined 
roof  and  its  supporting  rows  of  carved  Gothic 
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columns  is  mellowed  by  the  subdued  daylight, 
which  is  warmed  and  toned  in  its  passage 
through  the  richly  stained  windows,  while  the 
altar  and  reredos  rise  with  their  picturesque 
alternations  of  color  wherein  red  and  white  pre- 
dominate, and  form  an  artistic  eifect  well  wor- 
thy of  contemplation. 

This  altar  and  reredos  were  built  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  William  B.  Astor  by  his  two 
sons,  the  reredos  occupying  nearly  the  whole 
width  of  the  chancel,  and  being  carried  up  some 
twenty  feet  from  the  floor.  The  altar  is  eleven 
feet  long,  and  is  constructed  of  pure  white 
statuary  marble,  with  shafts  of  Lisbon  red  mar- 
ble supporting  capitals  carved  in  natural  fo- 
liage, dividing  the  front  and  side  into  panels. 
In  the  central  panel,  which  is  carved  with  pas- 
sion flowers,  is  a  Maltese  cross  in  mosaic,  set 
with  cameos  ;  a  head  of  Christ,  and  the  sym- 
bols of  the  evangelists.  Two  kneeling  angels 
flank  it.  The  other  panels  are  carved  with  ears 
of  wheat,  also  in  mosaic.  The  white-marble 
slab  is  set  on  a  cornice  composed  of  grape- 
vines, and  is  inlaid  with  five  crosses  of  red 
marble.  The  super-altar  is  of  red  Lisbon 
marble  with  the  words  ' '  Holy,  Holy,  Holy  " 
in  mosaics  on  its  face,  and  its  shelf  is  continued 
on  each  side  the  whole  length  of  the  reredos 
for  the  reception  of  flowers  at  festivals.  The 
design  of  the  reredos  is  perpendicular  Gothic, 


filled  with  colored  mosaics  in  geometrical  pat- 
terns ;  and  above  the  line  of  the  super-altar  are 
seven  panels  of  white  marble  sculptured  in  high 
relief,  representing  incidents  in  the  life  of  Christ 
immediately  preceding  and  subsequent  to  the 
last  supper.  The  reredos  is  divided  into  three 
bays  by  buttresses  with  various  religious  repre- 
sentations in  them,  including  statuettes  of  the 
twelve  apostles.  Both  the  altar  and  the  reredos 
are  exceedingly  beautiful,  and  add  much  to  the 
interest  of  grand  old  Trinity,  which  has  always- 
been  an  attraction  to  visitors. 


Grace   Church  and  Rectory,   corner  of  Broadway   and  Tenth   Street. 


and  the  material  is  Caen-stone  elaborately  carved 
after  natural  foliage.  In  the  lower  portion,  on 
each  side  of  the  altar,  are  three  square  panels 


A  variety  of  charities  are  connected  with  the 
church,  including  the  Trinity  Infirmary  for  the 
sick  poor  of  the  parish  ;  five  beds  at  St.  Luke's- 
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Hospital  ;  a  burial-place  for  the  poor,  and  a 
burial-place  for  the  clergy.  There  are  also  five 
scholarships  in  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  the 
holders  of  which  are  relieved  from  all  term  bills, 
fees,  and  charges  during  their  college  course. 

In  the  ancient  churchyard  are  to  be  seen 
many  memorials  of  interest.  Here  reposes  the 
body  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  slain  by 
Burr  in  the  celebrated  duel  ;  and  here, 
close  at  hand,  is  the  tomb  of  Captain 
Lawrence,  whose  dying  words,  as  he 
lay  on  the  bloody  deck  of  the  Ches- 
apeake, "  Don't  give  up  the  ship  ! " 
are  familiar  to  every  American  school- 
boy. There  is  also  a  beautiful  brown- 
stone  monument,  built  by  the  Trinity 
Corporation,  in  memory  of  "Patri- 
otic Americans  who  died  during  the 
Revolution  in  British  prisons."  This 
was  done  at  a  time  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  extend  Pine  Street  along  the 
line  on  which  it  now  stands,  and  has 
generally  been  regarded  as  a  diplo- 
matic move  to  prevent  the  desecration 
of  the  old  churchyard.  No  one  should 
visit  the  church  without  inspecting 
the  graveyard,  for  here  are  to  be  seen 
many  venerable  moss-covered  stones, 
with  their  ancient  inscriptions,  some 
of  them  very  quaint  and  curious,  the 
connecting  links  between  the  living 
and  the  dead. 

The  chapels  of  Trinity,  most  of 
them  fine  churches  in  themselves,  are 
St.  Paul's,  St.  John's,  Trinity  Chapel, 
St.  Chrysostom's,  St.  Augustine's, 
and  St.  Cornelius's,  the  last  being  on 
Governor's  Island  in  the  harbor,  and 
devoted  to  the  use  of  the  military 
chapel.  Most  of  the  churches  of  the 
parish  are  free,  or  nearly  so,  the  ex- 
ception being  pews,  which  belong  to 
old  families,  and  have  been  held  for 
generations. 

St.  Paul's  is  as  well  known  to  the 
New-Yorker  as  the  parent  edifice.  It 
was  the  third  church  built  in  the  city, 
the  first  being  Trinity,  the  second  St. 
George's,  which  stood  at  the  corner  of  Beekman 
and  Cliff  Streets,  and  was  also  built  by  the 
Trinity  Corporation,  though  the  present  St. 
George's  in  Rutherford  Place  is  an  independent 
organization. 

The  corner-stone  of  St.  Paul's  was  laid  in 
1764,  and  it  was  finished  two  years  later.  When 
this  church  was  built,  the  frontage  toward  the 


North  River  was  regarded  as  superior  to  that 
on  Broadway.  So  the  rear  of  the  edifice  now 
faces  the  great  artery  of  New  York  life  and  traf- 
fic. The  position  of  the  church  is  between 
Fulton  and  Vesey  Streets,  and  the  casual  spec- 
tator is  for  a  time  perplexed  as  he  notices  the 
tower  on  the  rear  of  the  church,  and  the  massive 
I)orch  and  pillars  denoting  the 
main  entrance,  accessible  only 
through  the  churchyard  on  the 
side.      Perhaps  this   irregularity 


St.  Augustine   Chapel,   East  Houston  Street. 

adds  to  the  sense  of  antiquity  and  strangeness 
which  one  inevitably  feels  in  looking  through 
the  iron  fence  into  the  solemn  old  graveyard, 
with  its  moldy  and  time-eaten  tombs. 

St.  Paul's,  as  it  now  stands,  is  the  oldest 
church  edifice  in  the  city,  the  original  Trinity 
Church  having  been  destroyed  after  its  erection, 
and  the  yard  around  it  adds  to  its  venerable 


St.  Patrick's  Cathedral,  Filth  Avenue. 


CHURCHES. 


85 


associations.  In  the  rear  wall  facing  Broadway 
is  a  memorial  tablet  to  General  Richard  Mont- 
gomery, who  fell  in  battle  in  the  ill-fated  Que- 
bec expedition  during 
the  Revolutionary  War  ; 
while  in  the  churchyard 
are  monuments  to  Thom- 
as Addis  Emmet,  the 
Irish  patriot,  George 
Frederick  Cooke,  the 
celebrated  English  actor, 
and  others.  The  monu- 
ment to  Cooke  was  built 
at  the  expense  of  the 
great  Edmund  Kean, 
when  that  actor,  who 
had  an  unbounded  ad- 
miration of  Cooke,  was 
in  this  country  ;  and  it 
was  afterward  succes- 
sively restored  by  Charles 
Kean  and  Edward  Soth- 
ern,  the  well-known  co- 
median who  recently 
died.  This  most  quaint 
and  interesting  spot, 
with  its  ancient  tombs 
bearing  names  of  the 
foremost  old  New  York 
families,  is  well  worth  a 
visit  by  those  who  have 
any  antiquarian  sympa- 
thies, or  who  would  se- 
clude themselves  for  a 
short  time  in  a  place 
only  a  few  feet  from  the 
fevered  life  of  the  street, 
and  bury  themselves  in 
the  silent  recollections 
of  the  past.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  many 
old  families  residing  far 
up-town  still,  by  force 
of  long  association,  at- 
tend service  at  this  an- 
cient shrine. 

St.  Augustine's  Chap- 
el, another  of  the  edi- 
fices connected  with 
Trinity  Parish,  is  in 
Houston  Street,  just 
east  of  the  Bowery.  It 
was  finished  in  1877.  and 

is  one  of  the  most  complete  and  pretty  little 
churches  in  New  York.  It  is  built  of  brown- 
stone,  in  the  Gothic  style,  and  contains  school- 


rooms as  well  as  a  chapel.     The  steeple  bears  at 
its  summit  a  crystal  cross,  which  on  Sunday  and 
feast-day  nights  is  illumined  by  gas-jets  placed 
within  it,  so  that  it   is  seen  shining  out 
clearly  against  the  sky  for  some  distance 
away.     The  interior  is  of  the  Queen  Anne 
style,  and  is  well  worth  a  visit  as  the  best 
specimen  of  the  kind  in  New  York.     The 
entrance   from  the    street  is  through   a 
broad   archway,    with     ornamental    iron 
gates    opening   into  a  spacious   passage- 
way, with  an  encaustic-tile  pavement  and 
timbered  ceiling.     The  walls  are  built  of 
neutral-tinted  brick,  with  bands  of  terra- 
cotta tiles  underneath  the  brackets,  carry- 
ing the  ash  beams  of  the  j^aneled  ceiling. 
A  low  round  arch  at  the  end,  with  glass 
doors,  forms  the  entrance  to  the  chapel 
vestibule.     The  chapel  is  a  mass  of  rich 
color,  caused  by  the  combination  of  ma- 
hogany rafters,    ornamental    walls     and 
ceilings,  polished  brass  gas-fixtures,  but- 
ternut-wood pews,  etc. ;  and  the  effect  is 
of  the  most  pleasing  kind.     The  ground 
occupied  by  the  entire 
building,  of  which  the 
chapel  occupies  the  rear 
only,  is  eighty-six  feet 
wide  in  front  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  in  the 
rear,  with  a  depth  of 
two       hundred      and 
eighty     feet  The 

schools   and    mibsion- 


M 


Reformed   Dutch  Church,   Fifth   Avenue  and  Forty-eighth  Street. 


rooms  are  also  handsomely  furnished,  and  worthy 
of  a  visit.  The  surrounding  district  is  very 
poor,  and  this  beautiful  chapel  is  the  only  Epis- 
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copal  place  of  worship  for  quite  a  distance,  thus 
filling  a  most  important  religious  function  in 
this  portion  of  the  city.  Perhaps  the  greatest 
value  of  Trinity  Parish  as  an  organization  is  this 
genuine  service  for  the  wants  of  the  poor. 


Church,   corner  of  Lexington  Avenue  and   Sixty-third   Street. 


Grace  Church,  at  the  corner  of  Tenth  Street 
and  Broadway,  is,  after  Trinity,  the  richest  par- 
ish in  New  York,  and,  as  may  be  fancied,  is  one 
of  the  most  fashionable  places  of  worship.  It 
has  been  the  scene  of  more  aristocratic  weddings 


and  funerals  than  any  other  place  of  worship. 
The  present  structure  was  erected  in  1845,  and  is 
one  of  the  finest  churches  in  the  city,  the  mate- 
rial being  of  white  granite,  and  the  style  a 
chaste  but  yet  ornamental  Gothic.  Its  position 
is  probably  the  best 
in  the  city,  consid- 
ered from  an  archi- 
tectural point  of 
view,  standing  as  it 
does  just  where 
Broadway  leaves  its 
direct  northern 

course  and  takes  a 
sudden  turn  to  the 
northwest,  so  that 
the  porch  and  the 
steeple  completely 
close  the  view  from 
the  south.  The  par- 
sonage of  the  church 
is  similar  in  design, 
adjoins  the  church- 
building  on  the 
north,  and  stands 
back  from  the  busy 
street.  Adjoining 
the  church  on  the 
south  stands  a  small 
addition,  in  design 
and  material  like  the 
church,  which  is 
used  for  daily  serv- 
ices, and  is  called 
the  chantry.  The 
funds  necessary  for 
its  erection  were  fur- 
nished by  Miss  Cath- 
erine Wolff.  A  new 
building,  connect- 
ing the  church  with 
the  rectory,  was 
erected  in  1880,  and 
is  used  as  a  study, 
vestry  -  room,  etc. 
The  interior  of  the 
church  is  rich  and 
quiet,  flooded  with 
light  from  the 
stained  -  glass  win- 
dows. The  music  is 
among  the  very  best  in  the  city,  as  the  choir  is 
made  up  of  distinguished  vocalists,  and  there  are 
two  organs,  connected  by  electricity,  which  the 
organist  can  use  together.  The  former  rector, 
Rev.  Dr.  Potter,  a  most  eloquent  and  effective 
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preacher,  is  now  bishop.  Just  back  of  the 
church,  in  Fourth  Avenue  near  Tenth  Street,  is 
a  day-nursery,  a  handsome  marble  Gothic  struct- 
ure, erected  by  Mr.  Levi  P.  Morton,  in  memory 
of  his  wife,  for  the  reception 
of  young  children  during  the 
hours  their  mothers  are  at 
work,  and  known  as  the 
Grace  Memorial  Home. 

The  finest  and  most  im- 
posing church-building,  not 
only  in  New  York,  but  in  the 
New  World,  is  the  new  St. 
Patrick's  Cathedral,  a  mag- 
nificent specimen  of  Gothic 
architecture.  It  occupies  the 
most  elevated  site  in  Fifth 
Avenue,  extending  the  entire 
front  of  the  block  on  the  east 
side,  between  Fiftieth  and 
Fifty-first  Streets,  and  run- 
ning back  to  Madison  Ave- 
nue. 

This  grand  Roman  Catho- 
lic Cathedral  was  projected 
by  Archbishop  Hughes,  in 
1850,  and  the  plans  were  soon 
afterward  drawn  by  James 
Renwick.  The  corner-stone 
was  laid,  in  the  presence  of  a 
hundred  thousand  people,  on 
August  15,  1858.  At  that 
time  very  few  of  the  fine  resi- 
dences which  now  line  Fifth 
Avenue  for  miles  above  the 
cathedral  had  been  built,  and 
there  was  no  house  to  be  seen 
from  Fifth  to  Sixth  Avenue. 
The  architecture  of  the  cathe- 
dral is  of  the  decorated  or 
geometric  style  that  prevailed 
in  Europe  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  of  which  the  Cathe- 
drals of  Rheims,  Cologne,  and 
Amiens  on  the  Continent,  and 
the  naves  of  York  Minster, 
Exeter,  and  Westminster,  are 
fine  exponents.  The  ground- 
plan  is  in  the  form  of  a 
Latin  cross,  and  the  dimensions  are  :  interior 
length,  three  hundred  and  six  feet  ;  breadth 
of  nave  and  choir,  ninety-six  feet,  without  the 
chapels,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  with 
the  chapels ;  length  of  the  transept,  one  hundred 
and  forty  feet  ;  height,  one  hundred  and  eight 
feet  ;  height  of  side-aisles,  fifty-four  feet.     The 


Fifth  Avenue  front  consists  of  a  central  gable, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six  feet  in  height,  with 
towers  and  spires  each  three  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  in  height.     The  building  is  of  white  mar- 


Synagcgue,   Lexinglon  Avenue  and   Fifty-fifth  Street. 


ble,  with  a  base  course  of  granite.  The  interior 
of  the  cathedral  is  as  fine  as  its  exterior.  The 
massive  columns  which  support  the  roof  are  of 
white  stone,  thirty-five  feet  in  height,  and  clus- 
tered, having  a  combined  diameter  of  five  feet. 
The  ceiling  is  groined,  with  richly-molded  ribs 
and  foliage-bosses.     The  springing  line  of  the 
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'  with  a  door  of  giH  bronze,     i 

Blessed  Virgin  is  at  tl,e  «-'-°jf  ;f  ^^rved 
iae-ais,eo,thesanctu-y      nd^ 

iB'rpnph  walnut.      Ihe   sacribij  x     i  „„^  a+ 

'  I^of  the  south  aisle  of  the  sanetuar,,  and  St. 


CHufcH0M.e  HOW  T.nHy,    Mad-  Avenue,  co.efO. 
Forty-second  b.reei. 

.    -    ,^  ,;x  feet  wide  and  twenty-eight  feet  long 

:r;-:^...-»-tTrs-"*. 

stones.     The  bas-reliefs  on  the  panels 


St.  Bartholomew's,  Madison  A  er  ue 
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The  four  altars  cost  about  one  hundred  thousand  |  amination.    The  old  bell,  Avith  its  Dutch  inscrip- 


doUars.  The  archbishop's  seat  is  on  the  gospel 
(right)  side  of  the  sanctuary,  and  is  of  Gothic  de- 
sign. The  altar  of  the  Holy  Family  is  of  white 
Tennessee  marble,  and  the  reredos  of  Caen- 
stone  ;  over  the  altar  hangs  a  painting  of  the 
Holy  Family  by  Costazzini.  There  are  four  hun- 
dred and  eight  pews,  of  ash,  having  a  seat- 
ing capacity  of  twenty-six  hundred,  and 
the  aisles  will  afford  standing  room  for 
nearly  as  many  more.  The  cathedral  is 
lighted  by  seventy  -ndndows,  thirty-seven 
of  which  are  memorial  windows.  They 
were  mainly  made  at  Chartres,  France, 
cost  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  were  presented  by  parishes  and  indi- 
viduals in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
The  total  cost  of  the  cathedral,  up  to  the 
present,  has  been  considerably  over  two 
million  dollars.  The  cathedral  was  sol- 
emnly dedicated,  with  effective  ceremo- 
nies, on  Sunday,  ^lay  25,  1879,  by  Cardinal 
McCloskey,  assisted  by  a  great  number  of 
clergy  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The 
occasion  was  a  memorable  one.  Services 
are  held  in  this  church  every  day. 

A  few  words  may  be  said  in  reference 
to  the  church  architecture  of  Fifth  Ave- 
nue, which  is  imposing  to  the  spectator 
from  its  variety  and  beauty  of  form.  In 
one  shape  or  another  it  has  reminiscences 
of  every  style.  It  is  Romanesque;  it  is 
Byzantine  ;  it  is  modern  flamboyant;  it 
has  some  characteristics  of  the  positive 
Renaissance  ;  here  and  there  it  suggest 
the  Lombard-Gothic,  the  Italian,  or  the 
Norman ;  and  it  is  always  interesting  from 
its  costliness  and  massiveness.  One  of 
the  finest  specimens  of  church  architect- 
ure in  the  avenue  is  the  edifice  at  the 
comer  of  Forty-eighth  Street,  belonging 
to  the  "  Collegiate  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  of  New  Tork,"  the  oldest  Prot- 
estant organization  on  this  continent.  It 
is  in  the  decorated  Gothic  of  the  four- 
teenth century.  At  the  southeast  corner 
is  a  tower  and  spire  of  fine  proportions 
and  beautiful  design,  rising  to  the  height 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy  feet,  and  at  the 
northeast  corner  is  a  smaller  spirelet  supported 
by  graceful  flying  buttress;  and  at  the  south- 
west corner  another  spirelet  of  picturesque  con- 
struction. The  various  entrances  are  of  different 
designs  and  are  worthy  of  notice,  and  its  rich 
carving  in  stone  and  wood,  liberally  distributed 
over  exterior  and  interior,  deserves  a  close  ex- 


tion,  cast  in  Holland  in  1731,  hangs  in  the  tower. 
Besides  the  Foyty-eighth  Street  church,  the  cor- 
poration also  maintains  a  church  at  the  corner 
of  Fifth  Avenue  and  Twenty-ninth  Street.  This 
is  a  handsome  Romanesque  structure  of  white 
limestone. 


Temple  Emanuel,   corner  of  Fifth  Avenue  and   Forty-third   Street. 


The  development  and  extent  of  the  .Jewish 
element  in  Xew  York  is  very  well  illustrated  in 
many  costly  and  beautiful  synagogues,  of  which 
there  are  thirty-nine.  Several  of  the  synagogues 
are  specially  worthy  of  notice.  That  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Lexington  Avenue  and  Fifty-fifth  Street 
is  a  fine  example  of  the  Greek  Byzantine,  and 
its  massive   proportions   and  strangely  -  shaped 


90 


NEW   YORK   ILLUSTRATED. 


towers  attract  the  eye  with  a  sense  of  keen 
curiosity.  This  temple  is  of  great  size,  and 
was  for  a  long  time  the  most  important  of 
the  Jewish  places  of  worship  in  the  city  of 
New  York. 

But  a  still  more  noble  edifice  is  the  Temple 
Emanuel,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Fifth  Ave- 
nue and  Forty-third  Street.  It  is  regarded  as 
the  noblest  specimen  of  Saracenic  architect- 
ure in  America,  and  it  is 
one     of     the      costliest  h 

churches  in  New  York.  4 

It  is  built  of  brown  and 
yellow    sandstone,    with 
the  roof  of  alternate  lines 
of  red   and  black   tiles. 
The  center  of  the  facade 
on   Fifth   Avenue,    con- 
taining the  main  en- 
trance, is  flanked  by 
two     minarets    finely 
carved  in  open-work. 
There   are  five  doors 


St.  Thomas's  Church,   corner  of  Fifth   Avenue  and   Fifty-third  Street 


leading  into  the  vestibule,  from  which  the  inte- 
rior is  reached.  Inside  the  temple  the  eye  is 
dazzled  by  a  rich  profusion  of  Oriental  decora- 
tion and  coloring. 

The  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Madison  Avenue  and  Forty-second  Street, 
is  a  richly-decorated  building  in  the  style  of  the 
Renaissance,  one  striking  characteristic  being 
the  effect  produced  by  party-colored  stones  in 
the  walls  and  the  variegated  tile-roofing.     The 


edifice  is  a  large  one.  Two  blocks  above,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  Madison  Avenue,  the  severe 
lines  of  St.  Bartholomew,  marked  by  its  chaste 
and  noble  style  and  its  fine  Saracenic  tower, 
arrest  the  attention. 

At  the  corner  of  Fifty -third  Street  and  Fifth 
Avenue  is  St.  Thomas's  Church,  one  of  the  hand- 
somest churches  in  New  York,  and  also  one  of 
the  wealthiest  and  most  fashionable  ;  and  two 
squares  above,  at  the  corner  of  Fifty-fifth  Street 
is  the  fine  church  the  pastor  of  which  is  the  fa- 
mous and  eloquent  Dr.  Hall,  who  ranks  fore- 
most among  the  Presbyterian  divines  of  the  land. 
The  latter  church  is  a  simple  adaptation  of  the 
French  Gothic,  and  the  material  is  of  brown- 
stone.  The  tower  is  the  loftiest  in  the  city,  and 
the  church  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  speci- 
mens of  ecclesiastical  art,  both  in  its  exterior  and 
interior  in  New  Y^ork.  The  power  of  the  preach- 
er attracts  great  audiences  every  Sunday. 

St.  Thomas's  Church  is  also  of  brown-stone, 
and    its    style   of   architecture    is   mixed,    the 
Early  English  predominating.     A  few  words  of 
special  description  are  due 
to   the   remarkable    interior 
decoration   of  this    church, 
r^^-—  •  executed  under  the  direction 

of  Mr.  John  La  Farge,  the 
artist.  The  general  design 
is  a  sculptured  adoration  of 
the  cross  by  the  angels,  with 
paintings  on  each  side  rep- 
resenting scenes  in  the  life 
of  Christ  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  resurrection. 

A  description  of  one  of 
these  pictures  will  give  the 
reader  a  conception  of  the 
whole.  The  tomb  is  repre- 
sented on  the  left,  with  the 
angel  sitting  on  it,  and  the 
sleeping  guards  at  the  side, 
while  at  the  right  Mary  Mag- 
dalene throws  herself  at  the 
feet  of  the  Saviour.  It  has 
many  features  of  beauty  and 
picturesqueness,  the  composition  is  full  of  dig- 
nity and  repose,  and  the  landscape  is  charming 
in  its  suggestion  of  early  dawn.  The  sculptured 
portion  is  fully  as  interesting.  A  large  cross 
rises  directly  above  the  bishop's  chair,  and  on 
either  side,  arranged  in  four  rows,  are  kneeling 
angels,  who  adore  the  sacred  symbol.  A  large 
crown  is  suspended  above  this  cross,  and  be- 
neath it  is  a  row  of  cherubic  heads.  The  whole 
is  inclosed  between  two  rich  pilasters,  designed 
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and  in  great  part  executed  by  Mr.  La  Farge 
himself.  The  sculptured  work  is  fine  in  its 
spirit  of  joy  and  cheer,  and  suggests  the  early 
Italian  art,  though  in  no  sense  can  it  be  called  a 
slavish  imitation.  Mr.  St.  Gaudens,  in  his  style 
and  method,  has  returned  to  the  model  of  the 
early  Italian  Renaissance,  so  inimitable  in  its 
commingling  of  intellectual  penetration  with 
deej)  religious  feeling.  This  is  specially  seen 
is  the  jubilant  fullness  of  expression  with  which 
the  angels  bow  and  bend  be- 
fore the  symbol  that  unites 
heaven  and  earth  in  healthy 
happiness,  as  birds  soaring 
and  singing  to  greet  the  ris- 
ing sun.  This  work  in  its 
entirety  may  be  looked  on 
as  the  pioneer  of  a  new  de- 
parture in  a  beautiful  school 
of  ecclesiastical  art. 

Let  us  now  cross  to  the 
east  side  of  New  York,  to  the 
old  Bowerie  farm  of  Govern- 
or Stuyvesant,  one  of  the  fa- 
mous rulers  of  the  New  Neth- 
erlands. Here,  the  old  chron- 
icles tell  us,  "he  enjoyed  the 
repose  of  agricultural  pur- 
suits within  the  sight  of  the 
smoke  of  the  city,  which 
curled  above  the  tree-tops." 
His  house  was  built  of  small 
yellow  brick,  imported  from 
Holland,  and  stood  near  the 
present  St.  Mark's  Church, 
on  Second  Avenue  near  East 
Tenth  Street.  A  fine  brick 
building  now  covers  the 
spot.  A  pear-tree,  imported 
from  Holland  by  Stuyvesant 
in  1647,  and  planted  in  his 
garden,  stood  until  recently 
at  the  corner  of  Thirteenth 
Street  and  Third  Avenue. 
On  the  site  of  the  present 
St.  Mark's  Church,  Governor 
Stuyvesant  built  a  chapel  at 
his  own  exjjense,  and  dedi- 
cated it  to  the  service  of  God 
according  to  the  ritual  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church.  At  his  death  he  was 
buried  in  the  vault  within  the  chapel,  and 
over  his  remains  was  placed  a  slab,  which  may 
still  be  seen  in  the  eastern  wall  of  St.  Mark's, 
with  the  following  inscription  :  "In  this  vault 
lies  buried  Petrus  Stuyvesant,  late  Cajitain- 


General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  Amster- 
dam, in  New  Netherlands,  now  called  New 
York,  and  the  Dutch  West  India  Islands. 
Died  in  August,  A.  d.  1682,  aged  eighty  years." 

Other  tablets  and 
curious  monu- 
ments of  the  past 
are  to  be  found 
in  this  quaint  old 
building.     When 
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Presbyterian   Church,   Fifth   Avenue  and   Fifty-fifth   Street. 


the  first  building  properly  known  as  St.  Mark's 
Church  was  erected,  the  locality,  which  is  now 
in  the  heart  of  the  older  part  of  the  city,  was 
one  of  green  fields,  and  for  a  long  time  ' '  St. 
Mark's  in  the  fields  "  was  the  recognized  subur- 
ban Protestant  Episcopal  place  of  worship.     St. 
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St    George  s  Church,   corner  of  Sixteenth  Street  and  Rutherford   Place 

Mark's  is  still  attended  by  many  old  and  aristo- 
cratic families,  for  it  shares  with  Trinity  and 
St.  Paul's  the  dignity  of  age  and  historical  as- 
sociation. 

Among  the  noticeable  churches  to  which  at- 
tention should  be  called  is  St.  George's,  situ- 
ated on  the  corner 
of  East  Sixteenth 
Street  and  Ruther- 
ford Place.  This 
edifice  is  said  to  be 
capable  of  holding 
a  larger  congrega- 
tion than  any  other 
ecclesiastical  struc- 
ture in  the  city  of 
New  York.  It  is 
built  of  solid 
brown-stone,  and, 
with  its  two  lofty 
towers  looking  to 
the  east,  and  im- 
mense depth  and 
height  of  wall,  is 
certainly  entitled 
to  the  first  rank 
among    the    relig- 


ious edifices  of  Ameri- 
ca. It  was  erected  in 
1849  :  but  the  interior 
was  comj^letely  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  the 
14th  of  November, 
1865.  The  refitting  of 
the  building  was  imme- 
diately entered  upon, 
and  it  is  now  one  of  the 
handsomest  in  the  coun- 
try. The  interior  is  very 
striking  in  its  polychro- 
matic designs,  and  the 
ceiling  of  the  roof  is  a 
"thing  of  beauty  "  well 
worth  seeing.  The 
chancel  is  one  of  the 
handsomest  in  tlie  city. 
The  adjoining  rectory 
imd  the  chapel  and 
Church  House  in  Six- 
teenth Street  are  in 
keeping  with  the  noble 
edifice  of  which  they 
are  a  part. 

Another  quaint  and 
charming  church  is  that 
in  Twenty-ninth  Street 
near  Fifth  Avenue,  the  Church  of  the  Transfigu- 
ration, popularly  known  as  the  "Little  Church 
around  the  Corner,"  interesting  from  its  old- 
fashioned  irrcguhuity  and  air  of  seclusion.  Half 
hidden  in  a  quiet  little  park  of  its  own,  it  re 
minds  one  of  a  country  church. 


Church  of  the  Transfiguration,   Twenty-njnth   Street,   near  Fifth  Avenue. 
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AECHITECTUKAL    FEATUKES. 

IT  will  not  do  to  pass  from  the  consideration  i  and  simplicity,  but  assuredly  the  most  carping 
of  the  streets  and  buildings  of  New  York  '  critic  could  not  go  so  far  as  to  call  it  meretri- 
without  devotihff  a  few  moments  to  the  archi- 


tecture of  the  city.  Even 
the  careless  observer  of 
the  buildings  of  the  city 
will  notice  the  immense 
variety  of  architecture, 
extending  from  battle- 
mented  and  turreted  im- 
itations of  the  castles  of 
the  middle  ages  to  the 
high  -  roofed  French 
houses  which  contain 
one  or  two  stories  above 
the  cornice.  Many  of 
the  buildings  are  jnctur- 
esque  and  agreeable  to 
the  eye,  and  for  their 
pleasant  qualities  of  form 
we  are  glad  to  see  them 
springing  up  in  the  midst 
of  our  own  cities,  whose 
climatic  or  political  ne- 
cessities are  totally  differ- 
ent from  those  that  gave 
them  birth. 

A  style  in  considera- 
ble vogue  is  that  of 
the  French  chateau,  with 
its  turrets  of  different 
shapes,  finials,  quaintly 
decorated  chimneys,  etc., 
giving  an  impression  of 
great  airiness  and  light- 
ness, no  matter  how  mas- 
sive and  solid  the  gen- 
eral structure.  In  the 
magnificent  Vanderbilt 
house,  on  the  corner  of 
Fifth  Avenue  and  Fifty- 
seventh  Street,  this 
French  chateau  style  is 
considerably  modified  by 
old  Dutch  characteris- 
tics, these  features  being 
carried  out  with  great 
elaboration  and  variety 
in  the  ornamentation. 
It  may  be  a  question 
whether   this    profusion 

of  decoration  produces  on  the  whole  as  pleasant 
an  effect  on  the  eye  as  would  a  greater  unitv 


cious,  as  in  the  general  effect  we  discern  some  re- 
lation of  ornament  to  use.  This  is  particu- 
larly noticeable  in  the  modified  Dutch  win- 
dows, which  in  connection  with  the  chim- 
neys break  the  sky-line  so  picturesquely, 
and  suggest  light,  air,  and  cheerfulness  in 
the  interior.     In  some  particulars  this  house 


Facades,  Fifty-seventh  Street,   between   Fifth  and   Sixth  Avenues. 


resembles  that  of  another  member  of  the  Van- 
derbilt family,   at  the   comer  of  Fifty-second 
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street  and  the  same  avenue  (see  p.  44).  Both 
houses  are  striking  and  unique  in  design,  and 
are  notable  examples  of  recent  outcomes  of  archi- 
tectural art. 

Nowhere  in  New  York  can  be  seen  a  greater 
variety  of  architectural  features  in 
private  houses  than  in  Fifty-seventh 
Street,  where  for  half  a  dozen  blocks 
the  eye  is  continually  delighted  ^ 

with  striking  and  original  forms. 
This  is   alike   noticeable 
in  the  porches,  the  win- 


Fagades,   Madison  Avenue,  near  Fortieth   Street 


dows,  and  the  general  effect  of  the  front.  We 
observe  in  these  novel  structures  a  pleasing  irreg- 
ularity, independent  of  old  conventional  notions, 
and  a  daring  of  design,  carried  out  with  enough 
harmony  of  detail  to  relieve  it  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  the  grotesque,  while  it  fascinates  the 
fancy  by  its  freshness  and  piquancy. 

Between  Fifth  and  Sixth  Avenues  in  Fifty- 


seventh  Street  may  be  seen  a  group  of  houses 
which  illustrate  this  admirably.  There  is  such 
a  quaint  confusion  in  the  fagades  of  these  houses 
as  to  make  them  difficult  to  describe.  The  first 
one  on  the  left  of  the  illustration  is  peculiarly 

novel  in   style. 

steps  leading 
from  the  street 
at  an  angle, 
give  an  air  of 
seclusion  and 
privacy  to  the 
porch  without 
detracting  from 
its  oj^enness. 
This  peculiari- 
ty of  the  porch 
is  a  feature  of 
many  of  the 
newer  New 

Y'ork  houses. 
The  two  bay- 
windows  of  the 
house  which  we 
are  now  notic- 
ing make  the 
most  curious 
characteristic  of 
its  front.  The 
outer  projec- 
tions of  the 
lower  window 
sweep  upward 
in  a  long  curve, 
making  an  ap- 
parent founda- 
tion for  the  up- 
})er  window, 
which  extends 
farther  out- 
ward, the  two 
windows  thus 
offering  an  ap- 
pearance of  uni- 
ty of  design  and 
structure.  In 
the  adjoining 
house  represented  in  the  illustration,  the  ap- 
proach is  even  more  indirect,  there  being  two 
angles  in  the  line  of  steps.  The  deep  porch, 
the  massive  bay-window  of  the  first  story,  the 
heavy  window-copings  and  lintels,  and  the  broad 
and  rich  but  simple  decoration  of  the  facade 
combine  to  present  a  pleasant  picture,  full  of 
home -like  susforestions.     In  both  of  these  resi- 
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dences  there  is  great  individuality  of  taste,  alike 
in  the  general  lines  and  the  treatment  of  orna- 
ment. 

In  Madison  Avenue,  near  Fortieth  Street,  the 


FagadeS:  Fifty-seventh  Street,   between  Fifth   and  Madison  Avenues 


eye  is  attracted  by  a  row  of  fine  residences,  ad- 
mirably designed  in  their  general  effect,  in  which 


soundness  and  honesty  of  construction  go  hand- 
in-hand  with  picturesqueness  of  style.    The  two 
houses  on  the  right  of  the  illustration  are  pe- 
culiarly noticeable.     The  porches  are  protected 
from  the  street  by  their  guarded   approaches, 
walled  in  by  massive  and  richly  decorated  stone 
balustrades.      In    the 
first  example  the  sim- 
ply designed  oriel-win- 
dow   of    the    second 
story     is    surmounted 
with  vase-like  decora- 
tions,   and    makes   an 
open  balcony  for  the 
third  story.     The  ad- 
joining house   is  still 
more  striking  in  archi- 
tectural        character, 
from  the  double  oriel 
front  and  the  dormer- 
windows    which  pro- 
ject   from    the    attic. 
Both  these  houses  are 
somewhat  Elizabethan 
in  their  style,  and  suc- 
ceed in  combining  the 
aspect  of  solidity  with 
lightness  and  grace,  a 
result   more  easily  at- 
tained, perhaps,  by  the 
judicious   use   of    the 
oriel  and  dormer  win- 
dow than  through  any 
other  means. 

A  good  example  of 
tasteful  and  attractive 
fronts  may  be  noticed 
in  Fifty  -  seventh 
Street,  between  Fifth 
and  Madison  Avenues. 
Here  the  porch  does 
not  project,  and  is  en- 
tered directly  from  the 
street,  the  only  distin- 
guishing feature  of  the 
arched  doorway  being 
the  difference  of  color 
in  its  upper  facing.  In 
one  of  these  houses  a 
fine  oriel  -  window, 
which  also  furnishes  a 
balcony  for  the  second 
story,  gives  a  decora- 
tive effect  to  the  house- 
front.  Dormer-windows  in  the  steep  triangular 
roof,  which  is  laid  in  bright  tiles,  give  an  addi- 
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tional  effect  of  pictiiresqueness.  These  houses 
have  a  peculiarly  bright,  open,  cheerful  look, 
which  attracts  the  fancy,  perhaps,  more  than 
would  more  somber  dwellings,  far  more  elabo- 
rate in  style  and 
decoration. 

The  new  build- 
ings of  Colum- 
bia College,  in 
Madison  Avenue, 
between  Forty- 
ninth  and  Fifti- 
eth Streets,  are 
good  specimens 
of  the  Elizabeth- 
an style,  and  im- 
press the  mind 
pleasantly  from 
the  cheerfulness 
of  their  aspect. 
Gothic  windows 
in  the  first  story, 
square  windows 
above,  oriels 

placed  here  and 
there,  and  dor- 
mer-windows in 
the  roof,  break 
up  the  severity  of 
the  front,  and 
give  a  decorative 
effect  without  de- 
tracting from  the 
cloister  -  like  air 
which  seems  pe- 
culiarly suitable 
to  a  college 
structure.  But- 
tresses rising  in 
pillar-forms  high 
above  the  eaves 
of  the  roof  sub- 
divide the  front, 
and  lessen  that 
uniformity  which 
arises  from  a  long 
succession  of 

architectural  ef- 
fects   similar    in 

character.  Columbia  College  has  only  for  a 
short  time  been  settled  in  its  new  home,  but  it 
has  just  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  success  in 
suiting  the  structural  design  of  a  college,  while 
it  has  added  buildings  that  dignify  and  orna- 
ment the  city. 

In  Fifty-seventh  Street,  west  of  Fifth  Ave- 


Facade,   Fifty-seventh   Street,   west  of  Fifth   Avenue. 


nue,  may  be  admired  a  residence  which  has  no 
superior   in   New  York   for  rich  and  elaborate 
but   tasteful   ornamentation.      It    begins    with 
that  sound  principle  of  taste  that  the  appear- 
ance of  solidity  and  strength  should 
never  be  sacrificed  to  the  purely  dec- 
orative element.     This  is  carried  out 
from  the  foundation  to  the  roof,  and 
nowhere  do  we  see  a  suggestion  of 
that  finical  style  which  sacrifices  mass 
and  dignity  to  the  mere  art  of  the 
stone-cutter.      Yet  the  whole  fagade 
presents     a    variety    of     ornamental 
effects,  which  make  the  house  one  of 
excejitional  beauty.      The  first  strik- 
ing feature  which  we   notice  is  the 
triangular  oriel,  presumably  the  out- 
look  of    the   drawing  -  room,    which 
marks  the  first  story.     This  projects 
so  far  as  to  furnish  a  base  for  the  bay- 
window  of  an  octagonal  shape  on  the 
front  of  the  second  story,  which  has 
also  a  quaint  little  iron  balcony  run- 
ning out  flush  with  the  outer  projec- 
tion of  the  first  oriel.     Crowning  this 
bay-window  is  a   large  and   roomy 
stone  balcony,  on  which   the  elabo- 
rately decorated  windows  of  the  third 
story    open.       The    porch    is    richly 
carved,  rising  in  graceful  lines  to  the 
support  of  a  pretty   balcony,   which 
has  a  fine  Gothic  window-frame  above. 
Dormer-windows     surmounted     with 
finials  break   the   lines   of  the   tiled 
roof.     The  basement  of  the  house  is 
massive,  and  fully  equal  to  carrying 
off   the    richness 
of      architectural 
treatment,  which 
makes  the  upper 
stories  so  attract- 
ive.     The   heavy 
balustrade  which 
leads    up   to   the 
porch   is    carried 
out  on  the  pave- 
ment in  a  massive 
wall     foundation 
surmounted  by  an 
iron  fence  and  stopped  with  stone  pillars  at  the 
area  entrance.     In  this  fine  house  we  have  an- 
other example  of  the  very  effective  use  of  differ- 
ent colored  stone,  harmoniously  suited  to  pro- 
duce a  decorative  effect,  and  bringing  out  the 
essential  beauty  of  lines  in  more  emphatic  degree. 
Another  house  in   Fifty-seventh   Street,    of 


ARCHITECTURAL  FEATURES. 


97 


much  simpler  style,  gives  us  a  good  example  of 
a  second-story  bay  window  effectively  treated. 
It  may  be  asserted  that  the  section  of  an  octa- 
gon is  on  the  whole  the  most  desirable  form  for 
a  window  of  this  kind,  as  it  is  not  only  more 
ornamental  and  symmetrical  in  appearance,  but 
gives  also  a  more  perfect  outlook  for  the  occu- 
pants, which  is  the  principal  reason  for  being 
of  this  style  of  construction. 

Nowhere  in  the  cities  of  the  world  can  be 
found  more  graceful  and  charming  household 
porches  than  those  characterizing  the  best  resi- 
dence streets  of  New  York.  Whether  a  stranger 
walk  up  Fifth  Avenue  or  pass  down  Broadway, 
cross  the  side  streets  or  linger  in  the  squares, 
we  think,  if  he  be  from 
any  part  of  Europe,  he 
must  be  impressed  by 
the  easy  access  to  all 
the  buildings,  indi- 
cating peace  and  secur- 
ity. Our  porches,  like 
our  general  architect- 
ure, have  their  faults, 
but  they  indicate  a 
peaceful  condition  of 
society,  and  are  only 
strong  enough  to  resist 
the  weather  or  a  chance 
vagrant.  Our  porches 
thus  express  our  insti- 
tutions. 

Of  the  position  of 
the  doorway  in  the  gen- 
eral outline  of  the  build- 
ing there  may  be  grave 
question,  but  its  pleas- 
antness, fer  se,  is  an- 
other matter.  Passing 
along  one  of  our  well- 
tenanted  streets  on  a 
spring  morning,  the 
sight  of  its  open  out- 
side-door- leaves  thrown 
back,  to  disclose  the 
plate-glass  entrance  to 
the  vestibule  within,  is 
most  gay  and  cheering. 
Flower-pots  frequently 
abound  here,  or  trailing 
vines,  lodged  upon  the 
flat  roof  of  the  stoop 
above,    hang    in     long 

pendants  of  green  over  the  brown  architrave  of 
stone.  Such  is  the  sight  on  a  warm  morning  ; 
and  a  mild  evening  witnesses  the  family  gath •• 


Porch  aVid  Window,  Fifty-seventh  Street,  west  of  Fifth  Avenue. 


ered  beneath  its  roof  or  scattered  in  the  side 
balconies.  A  New  York  land-owner  can  afford 
to  set  his  house  a  few  feet  back  in  his  lot  for 
the  sake  of  getting  freer  breathing-space  in  a 
widened  street  in  front,  and  less  noise  and  dust 
than  a  closer  proximity  to  the  thoroughfare 
would  give  him  ;  and,  above  all,  for  the  sake 
of  having  his  handsome  out-door  little  room  or 
loggia  in  his  protecting  porch. 

In  Wall  Street,  below  Broad,  the  Queen  In- 
surance Company  has  erected  one  of  the  most 
noticeable  business  structures  in  New  York. 
Stone  and  marble  of  different  colors  have  been 
freely  used,  and  the  effect  is  very  rich  and  agree- 
able, but  not  meretricious.  The  ornament  is  not 
frittered  away  in  detail, 
but  carried  out  with 
great  breadth,  though 
elaborate  in  treatment. 
The  conception  of  mas- 
siveness  and  dignity, 
which  is  so  essential  to 
any  great  building  de- 
voted to  business  uses, 
is  thus  preserved,  while 
the  eye  is  delighted  by 
broken  lines  and  brill- 
iant though  harmonious 
contrasts  of  color.  The 
architect  of  this  fine 
building  must  have  had 
something  of  the  paint- 
er's sense,  so  successful 
has  he  been  in  preserv- 
ing genuinely  artistic 
combination  of  color  in 
the  use  of  material, 
while  keeping  in  view 
the  purposes  of  the 
structure. 

Low,  broad  steps 
lead  to  the  doorway, 
the  whole  construction 
of  which  is  admirable. 
The  porch  is  heavy 
and  massive,  overhung 
with  a  richly  decorated 
pointed  arch.  This 
rests  on  short  pillars, 
Byzantine  in  style,  of 
variegated  red  marble, 
and  the  latter  are  again 
supjiorted  on  buttress- 
like pilasters,  carved  with  well-executed  capi- 
tals. Smaller  pillars  resting  on  buttresses  also 
decorate  the  window-facings,  and  carry  out  the 
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general  design.  The  marked  features  of  this 
building  are  the  beauty  and  originality  of  the 
porch  and  the  effective  use  of  color  in  architect- 


Porches  in  Wall  Street,  below  Broad 


ure,  and,  for  this  reason,  single  it  out  as  one  of 
the  most  striking  types  of  the  tendencies  of 
architectural  art  in  our  midst.  The  great  activ- 
ity of  property-owners  in  the  business  portions 
of  New  York  in  tearing  down  old  buildings, 
many  of  them  still  fine  structures,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  new  ones,  will  probably  soon 
decorate  the  city  with  many  business  buildings, 
no  less  beautiful  in  design  and  treatment  than 
the  noble  quarters  of  the  Queen  Insurance  Com- 
pany. 

Another  striking  example  of  the  decorated 
porch  in  the  business  building  may  be  seen  on 
the  corner  of  Nassau  and  Beekman  Streets.  The 
Morse  Building  is  built  of  red,  pressed  brick. 


and  is  remarkable  for  its  elevation  and  massive- 
ness.  Its  architectural  beauty,  however,  is  prin- 
cipally observable  in  the  treatment  of  the  porch 
and  windows.  The 
round  arch  of  the 
doorway  is  sur- 
mounted by  a  trian- 
gular pediment,  and 
the  elaborately  carved 
buttresses  that  frame 
in  the  porch  give 
great  dignity  to  its 
general  effect.  While 
lingering  at  this  im- 
pressive street  corner, 
one  is  reminded  of  the 
fact  that  brick  is  com- 
ing more  and  more 
into  vogue  again  in 
New  York.  Fifty 
years  ago  this  materi- 
al was  the  favorite 
among  builders  and 
architects,  and  justly 
so  on  account  of  its 
great  adaptability  for 
decorative  purposes, 
its  richness  of  color, 
and  its  indestructi- 
bility. Brown-stone 
then  became  the  rage, 
and  has  since  been  the 
most  popular  materi- 
al. Beautiful  as  free- 
stone is  in  texture, 
and  admirably  as  it 
takes  the  carver's 
tools,  its  liability  to 
flake  off,  crack,  and 
become  disfigured  by 
dirty  weather-stains, 
has  always  been  an  objection  to  it.  One  may 
see  whole  squares  of  fine  buildings  in  Fifth  Ave- 
nue and  other  streets,  where  the  surface  of  the 
stone  has  been  so  gnawed  and  honey-combed  by 
time  and  weather  as  to  present  a  most  unsightly 
aspect. 

The  porch  of  the  Academy  of  Design  is  one 
of  the  most  striking  porches  in  the  city.  The 
illustration  which  we  give  affords  a  very  good 
idea  of  this  section  of  the  building.  The  porch 
and  stairway  are  fine  in  themselves,  and  from 
the  color  and  detailed  ornament  of  their  mate- 
rials are  still  more  striking.  All  who  have  seen 
it  will  remember  the  very  imposing  Giant's  Stair- 
case which  leads  from  the  pavement  to  the  first 
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story  of  the  Ducal  Palace  at  Venice.  Large  and 
ponderous  in  detail,  it  is  yet  strictly  in  keeping 
with  the  length  and  height  of  a  building  on 
whose  general  style  the  National  Academy  was 
professedly  constructed.  Our  thoughtful  archi- 
tects build  for  the  future,  and  it  was  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  time  when  the  Academy-wall  might 
be  continued  to  Twenty-fourth  Street,  and  take 
in  a  much  larger  section  between  Fourth  and 
Madison  Avenues,  that  this  doorway,  with  its 
high,  pointed  top,  its  pleasant  marbles,  and  its 
careful  carvings,  was  constructed.  At  present, 
however,  the  building  seems  rather  an  a])pend- 
age  of  the  front  door,  than  the  latter  to  afford 
an  opening  to  an  important  interior. 

The  porch  of  the  Dry 
Dock  Savings-Bank,  which 
is   attached   to   one   of    the  ^*'*^"; 

most  interesting  buildings  in 
New  York,  shares  with  the 
rest  of  the  structure  the 
advantas:e  of  having  been 
planned  by  a  very  able  and 
imaginative  architect.  This 
is  no  exception  to  the  rule  of 
the  agreeableness  of  a  porch 
that  stands  low  with  the  side- 
wall.  Placed  at  an  angle  of 
the  Bowery  which  allows  the 
main  wall  to  recede  from  the 
street,  a  corner  is  formed  for 
this  porch,  which  enables  it 
to  project  twelve  feet  or 
more,  and  not  interfere  with 
the  line  of  the  sidewalk. 
The  porch,  with  a  second 
story  added  to  it,  forms  a 
dignified  feature  of  the 
structure,  and  it  otherwise 
would  be  insignificant  and 
trivial  if  composed  only  of  a 
little  square  projection  from 
a  long  and  high  fagade.  Its 
upper  story  gives  it  presence, 
and  is  besides  very  suggest- 
ive in  its  details.  In  the 
same  way  that  the  minute 
carvings  of  ivy-leaves,  oaks, 
and  woodbine,  are  an  agreea- 
ble study  in  the  pillars  and 
iron  railing  of  the  Academy 
of  Design,  so  the  lace-like 
tracery  in  the  gray  sandstone 
above  the  arches  and  above 
the  columns  of  the  porch  of  the  Savings-Bank 
is  highly  grateful.     In  this  Moorish-Arabesque 


work,  the  taste  of  the  architect,  who  has  made 
this  tracer}^  an  attractive  feature  of  the  intro- 
cessed  arched  doors  of  the  Jewish  temple  in 
Fifth  Avenue,  is  conspicuous. 

The  new  buildings  of  the  city  present  most 
frequently  interesting  doors,  but  in  some  of  the 
oldest  structures  of  New  York  we  find  agreeable 
objects  to  contemplate.  The  shallow  Grecian 
porch,  which  characterizes  some  of  our  old- 
fashioned  houses,  has  been  condemned  by  many, 
but  it  has  a  certain  austere  cheerfulness  of  its 
own  not  to  be  overlooked  ;  and  strolling  along 
busy  Broadway  at  noon,  or  after  the  sun  has 
lengthened  the  shadows  on  the  tall  stores  that 
surround  it,  the  weather  -  beaten  front  of  St, 
Paul's  is  full  of  pleasant  asso- 

tciations,  with  its  brown  walls, 
its  white  marbled  memorial 
tablets,  and  the  carved  bass- 
rtliels  above  it,  now  subdued 
and  softened  by  time  It  has 
an  interest  to  the  antiquarian 
and  the  artist  that  is  absent 


Entrance  to  the  Academy  of  Design. 

from  many  a  newer  structure.     But  every  year 
sweeps   away  some   of  these   remnants  of  the 
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past.  The  Florence  and  the  Belvedere  Hotel  at 
Eighteenth  Street  have  encroached  on  the  open 
garden-lots  and  old-fashioned  dwellings  that 
formed  a  pleasant  rustic  picture  on  each  side  of 
Fourth  Avenue.     The  plan  of  setting  houses  at 


Porch  of  the  Dry  Dock  Savings-Bank. 

the  end  of  the  lot,  w^ith  gardens  in  front,  has 
never  found  much  favor  in  New  York,  where 
land  is  very  valuable.  There  is,  indeed,  a  row 
or  terrace  thus  arranged  in  Twenty -third  Street, 


between  Ninth  and  Tenth  Avenues,  but  the 
example  has  not  been  followed,  and  ere  long  the 
transformation  will  take  place  that  has  spoiled 
the  semi-detached  abodes  in  Union  Place. 

The  conventional  "  high  stoop,"  which  is 
found  in  so  many  New  York  houses, 
is  peculiar  to  the  city.  In  the  expen- 
sive houses  in  Fifth  Avenue  and  its 
cross  streets,  the  old-fashioned  stoop 
has  been  modified  and  elaborated  into 
a  roomy  and  imposing  porch,  gener- 
ally supported  by  Corinthian  pillars, 
the  architrave,  fringe,  and  cornice 
above  being  of  the  same  style.  As 
this  stoop  is  higher  than  it  was  in  the 
original  from  which  it  descended,  it 
has  a  questionable  feature  in  the  ne- 
cessity it  involves  for  a  long  row  of 
steps  rising  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  to 
connect  the  homestead  with  the  outer 
world.  When,  however,  the  steps 
and  balustrade  are  so  arranged  as  to 
form  an  important  feature  in  the  lower 
structure  of  the  wall,  it  only  needs 
that  the  front  doors  should  be  placed 
together  by  pairs,  to  double  the  pleas- 
ant break  in  the  appearance  of  the 
foundation,  and  to  remove  the  sense 
of  awkwardness  and  unfitness  which 
one  has  in  surveying  the  ordinary  high 
stoop. 

An  excellent  example  of  a  doorway 
with  side-steps  may  be  seen  in  East 
Thirty-sixth  Street.  The  balustrade 
facing  the  street  gives  a  slight  sense 
of  privacy,  while  the  top  of  the  pro- 
jecting roof  of  the  porch  forms  an 
up-stairs  balcony  pleasant  in  its  sug- 
gestion as  a  small  sitting-room  for 
warm  evenings,  and  is  as  important  in 
giving  dignity  and  mass  to  the  joorch 
as  a  heavy  Grecian  architrave  would 
be.  There  are  a  good  many  varieties 
of  these  side-steps  in  the  city.  Where 
we  find  them  in  a  house  on  a  corner 
lot,  which  gives  opportunities  for 
pleasantly  arranged  end-windows,  and 
also  in  many  cases  for  a  little  strip  of 
sodded  yard  to  skirt  the  house,  the 
effect  is  peculiarly  agreeable.  In  one 
house  of  this  description,  the  building 
does  not  occupy  the  entire  width  of 
the  lot,  and  the  steps  and  opening  in  a  stone 
balustrade  begin  ten  or  twelve  feet  to  the  side 
of  the  front  porch.  Rising  from  the  sidewalk 
by  three  or  four  low  steps,  a  square  platform 


ARCHITECTURAL  FEATURES. 


101 


makes  an  agreeable  landing  half-way  up,  and, 
at  right  angles  to  the  others,  a  few  more  stairs 
bring  the  visitor  to  the  broad  platform  of  stone 
beneath  the  projecting  roof  of  the  front  door- 
way. Such  an  arrangement,  with  its  turning 
and  its  broken  line,  adds  to  the  sense  of  space 
about  a  dwelling,  and,  while  the  reason  is  aware 
that  the  house  is  really  at  the  usual  distance  from 
the  sidewalk,  fancy  cheats  the  feelings,  as  it 
does  in  the  multitude  of  windings  in  Central 
Park,  when  we  believe  that  we  have  gone  a  long 
distance  even  where  we  can 
see  that  the  path  we  quitted 
ten  minutes  ago  is  only  two 
or  three  rods  from  us. 

The  striking  use  of  tow- 
ers and  windows  as  a  feature 
of    architectural    decoration 
among    the     newer     houses 
erected  in    the    fashionable 
streets  of  New  York  can  not 
fail  to  impress  every  behold- 
er.    The  house  on  the  corner 
of  Fifth  Avenue  and  Fifty- 
seventh    Street,    one   of  the 
largest    and    finest    in    New 
York,  may  be  cited  as  a  no- 
ticeable example.    The  build- 
ing  itself   is    of   red   brick, 
and,   occupying   several  lots 
on    Fifth    Avenue,    extends 
back  to  the  full  depth  of  a 
lot  or  more  on  the  side  street. 
It    stands    immediately   op- 
posite the  costly  Vanderbilt 
mansion.     It  is  a  little  with- 
drawn from  the  line  of  the 
street,    and   this    serves    to 
heighten  the  effect  of  its  va- 
rious stories.     It  is  of  irregu- 
lar elevation,  and  terminates 
in  some  portions  with  large 
Elizabethan  gables,  whose  pointed  roofs  cover 
four  tiers  of  windows  from  the  pavement  to  the 
top.     Another  section  of  the  house  is  one  story 
high,  and  is  surmounted  by  a  big  glass  conserv- 
atory with  a  circular  roof.     The  little  oriel-win- 
dow, which  projects  from  the  facade  on  Fifth 
Avenue,  is  itself  graceful  and  pretty  enough  to 
give  elegance  to  an  abode  of  which  it  were  the 
sole  ornament.     Throughout  this  house  its  vari- 
ously grouped  windows  of  different  size  are  en- 
riched  by  brown   freestone   copings  and  orna- 
ments carved  in  flower  or  leaf  forms,  and  from 
its  very  broad,  round-topped  front  door  to  some 
little  windows  scarcely  larger  than  port-holes  in 


the  main  wall,  it  appears  as  if  the  architect  had 
exhausted  his  ingenuity  to  give  variety  and  piq- 
uancy to  what  looks  like  an  Americanized  French 
chateau. 

The  tower  which  forms  the  northwestern 
corner  of  the  dwelling  is  as  picturesque  as  the 
oriel-window,  and,  while  its  real  structure  is 
merely  an  extension  of  the  ordinary  rooms  of 
the  house  in  the  section  which  it  covers,  its  little 
pointed,  round  roof  gives  a  variety  to  an  ordi- 
nary bay-window  vastly  more  pleasing  and  im- 


Porch  in   East  Thirty-sixth   Street 

pressive  from  this  change  of  apparent  purpose. 
To  the  many  -  varied  forms  of  this  tasteful 
mansion  the  architect  has  added  massed  and 
stacked  chimneys,  which,  usually  dotted  about 
in  insignificant  points  on  many  American 
houses,  are  so  ugly,  but  which,  used  with 
effect,  are  so  great  an  ornament,  with  their 
broad,  flat  surfaces  adding  importance  to  a 
side- wall,  or  breaking  the  monotony  of  a  dull 
line  of  roof. 

On  the  north  side  of  Fifty-seventh  Street, 
near  Fifth  Avenue,  stands  a  house  showing  a 
peculiarly  effective  oriel-window.  As  there  is 
a  forcible  suggestion  of  home  comfort  and  do- 
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mestic  ease  in  a  roomy  porch,  so,  even  -where 
there  is  no  particular  architectural  effect  aimed 


Tower — Fifth  Avenue  and  Fifty-seventh  Street. 

at,  the  appearance  of  a  projecting  window  to 
the  sitting-room,  sunny  and  filled  with  flower- 
pots, or  of  the  wide  and  light  children's  nursery 
window,  or  a  little  balcony  or  vine-covered  piaz- 
za, has  a  happy  or  tender  suggestion  quite  differ- 
ent from  anything  that  appeals  to  the  artistic 
sense  or  the  intellectual  appreciation.  The  bay- 
window  of  our  illustration  is  of  tliis  class.  Built 
above  the  door  and  first-story  windows,  it  makes 
one  of  a  number  of  somewhat  similar  projections 
extending  along  the  brown-stone  line  of  houses 
on  the  north  side  of  this  street.  Ruskin  speaks 
much  of  the  picturesqueness  of  irregularity  ; 
and  in  such  edifices  as  the  Dry  Dock  Savings- 
Bank,  or  the  new  Court-House  in  Sixth  Avenue 
at  the  corner  of  Tenth  Street,  the  odds  and  ends 
of  corners,  gables,  or  recesses,  are  powerful 
points  of  effect,  designed  by  the  architect.  But, 
outside  of  this  intellectual  arrangement  of  forms 
that  appeals  directly  to  the  eye  and  the  imagi- 
nation, there  are  at  present,  scattered  all  about 
the  United  States,  irregularities  in  building  that 
are  traceable  wholly  to  the  needs  and  conven- 
iences of  the  people.     The  need  of  piazzas,  the 


convenience  of  bigger  rooms,  and  the  tradition 
of  the  advantage  of  sunshine,  have  led  every- 
where to  ugly  or  pretty  extensions,  as  the  case 
may  be  ;  and  such  additions  cover  all  classes  of 
buildings,  from  the  little  square  porch  of  the 
day-laborer  to  such  elaborate  and  costly  struct- 
ures as  this  carved  and  variegated  bay-window 
in  one  of  the  best  rows  of  New  York  houses. 
As  indications  of  the  needs  of  our  people,  these 
architectural  features  are  desirable,  and  by-and- 
by  their  forms,  not  always  now  pleasing  and  ar- 
tistic, will  spring  naturally  from  the  taste  and 
discrimination  of  our  people,  and  architects  of 
skill  will  shape  this  taste  into  beauty  and  sjtu- 
metry  as  a  rule,  just  as  they  have  done  already 
in  a  number  of  exceptional  cases.  So  American 
city  architecture  may  be  made  as  appropriate  for 


Oriel-Window— Fifth   Avenue   and   Fifty-Seventh   Street. 

Ajnerica   as  the  old  palaces  of  Venice  are  for 
Italy.     In  the  mean  time  we  may  be  thankful  for 
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form  of  the  house  is  entirely  cov- 
ered up  and  lost  sight  of  by  the 
fringes  and  ruffles  of  stone  dra- 


Bay-Window— Fifty-seventh   Street,  east  of  Fifth   Avenue 


such  artistic  treatment  of  the  bay-window  as  we 
show  in  several  of  the  illustrations  of  this  book. 

A  pretty  window  belongs  to  a 
house  in  Thirty-fourth  Street  near 
Fifth  Avenue.  The  house  has  a 
narrow  front  and  is  four  stories 
high,  surrounded  by  buildings  larg- 
er than  itself.  The  second  story 
of  this  dwelling  is  covered  by  a 
deep  and  wide  balcony  made  of 
brown  stone,  that  occupies  nearly 
its  entire  width  ;  and  the  third 
story  to  which  the  window  in  the 
picture  belongs  is  almost  concealed 
by  equally  heavy  balconies.  Here 
we  find  an  example  of  the  fact  that 
details  good  in  themselves  may  fail 
in  their  object  by  too  great  or  too 
little  prominence.  This  window 
with  its  accompanjing  balcony  is 
elegant,  with  graceful  carving,  and 
the  window  with  its  cheerful  drap- 
eries is  played  on  by  the  sunlight, 
Avhose  dappled  sheen  alternately 
brings  into  relief  the  little  stone 
leaves  of  the  ornaments,  or  the  pro- 
jecting angles,  or  pillars  or  balls  on 
the  balcony.  Yet  the  effect  is 
greatly  lost  because  the  structural 


Window — Thirty-fourth  Street. 

pery  that  overhang  and  overlap 
the  corners  and   the   main   en- 
trance ;   and,    while   one    or   at 
most  two  such  bits  of  decoration  as  this  would 
give  life  and  vivacity  to  a  house-front,  the  orna- 


Gable — East  Thirty-seventh  Street. 
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ments  repeated  and  piled  one  above  another  be- 
come tedious.  The  little  window  that  would 
suggest  home-like  comfort  or  cheerful  society  is 
shorn  of  its  charm  by  the  thought  that  it  is  not 
a  circle  of  friends  or  a  family  group  who  would 
enjoy  it  of  a  warm  evening,  or  that  it  is  ever 
the  gathering-place  for  children  tired  of  their 
nursery.  In  this  multiplicity  of  balconies  all 
feeling  of  sociability  is  destroyed,  and  such 
places  are  only  fit  for  the  gathering  of  groups 
to  witness  processions,  or  as  the  outlet  for 
crowded  balls,  or  they  merely  show  an  ostenta- 
tious love  of  display  in  the  owner,  or  a  poor, 
half-developed  taste  in  the  architect. 

There  is,  probably,  no  question  which  so  taxes 
the  invention  of  the  architect  as  what  he  shall 
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Mansard-Roof— Fifth  Avenue,  corner  Fifty-sixth  Street. 


make  the  main  feature  of  one  of  our  narrow  city 
houses,  whose  owner  expects  from  it  a  combina- 
tion of  originality  and  attractiveness.  Fortu- 
nately, contract  planned  houses,  each  as  like  the 
other  as  peas  in  a  pod,  are  now  largely  super- 
seded by  designs  that  at  least  indicate  thought 
on  the  part  of  the  man  who  planned  them  ;  and 
so  we  see  house  after  house  springing  into  exist- 
ence,  with  a  peculiar  tower  on  one,  a  strange 


ornament  on  another,  or,  as  in  the  example  of 
the  house  in  East  Thirty-seventh  Street,  a  large 
gable,  that  projects  only  enough  to  show  that  it 
is  a  gable,  relieves  the  flatness  of  the  general 
wall,  and  separates  this  house  as  an  individual 
structure  from  the  mass  of  its  neighbors. 

This  house,  which  is  situated  at  a  short  dis- 
tance from  Madison  Avenue,  is  a  brick  building, 
covering  two  lots  in  its  width,  the  red  color  of 
which  alternates  with  a  gray  freestone  in  large 
masses  about  its  lower  story.  Many  of  our  read- 
ers are  familiar  with  the  beams,  horizontal  and 
transverse,  that  show  the  structure  at  the  same 
time  that  they  compose  the  decoration  of  the 
old  gable-ends  of  roofs  in  the  ancient  cities  of 
Europe.  Between  such  beams  in  Chester  in 
England,  in  Beauvais  in 
France,  as  well  as  in  a  mul- 
titude of  similar  cities  and 
towns,  yellow  stucco,  brok- 
en and  moss  -  grown,  yet 
clings  to  rough  stone  or 
brick  walls  that  comjoose  the 
edifice.  Decayed  timber  in 
these  beams  often  presents 
the  picturesque  and  worm- 
eaten  appearance  of  age, 
while  the  projecting  eaves 
of  the  stone  roofs  alternate- 
ly shadow  or  illumine  such 
ends  of  houses,  when  the 
sunshine  lights  up  the  yellow 
or  brown  lichens  that  cover 
them,  or  dims  the  recessed 
wall,  dreary  unless  enlivened 
by  the  presence  of  pigeons 
or  swallows.  Here  in  Amer- 
ica we  have  little  chance  to 
see  these  time  -  worn  and 
time-beautified  edifices,  un- 
less it  be  in  some  old  dwell- 
ing in  a  Dutch  town  of  New 
York  State,  and,  instead  of 
the  architectural  variety  of 
aspect  afforded  by  the  old 
network  -  like  timbers  on 
these  gable-ends,  the  archi- 
tect falls  back  upon  such  ornament  or  variety  as 
the  materials  to  his  hand  afford  him.  The  most 
convenient  and  easy  method  of  decoration  is 
reached  in  America  at  the  present  time  through 
the  use  of  variously-colored  stone,  or  of  bricks, 
either  in  flat  vaults,  or  with  their  ends  fitted 
edgewise  to  the  angles  of  the  main  wall.  The 
architect  of  the  pretty  and  original  facade  of 
the  house  in  Thirty-seventh  Street  has  availed 
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side  by  a  narrow,  flat  wall  with  one  win- 
dow group  in  each  story,  and  with  a 
small  bay-window  in  the  second  story 
dominating  the  front  door. 

In  New  York,  the  eye  jumps  from  a 
Saracenic  temple,  like  the  Temple  Eman- 
uel in  Fifth  Avenue,  to  a  Gothic  cathe- 
dral like  St.  Patrick's,  or  to  a  French 
chateau  like  that  at  the  corner  of  Fifty- 
seventh  Street  and  Fifth  Avenue.  Di- 
rectly opposite  the  latter  building,  on  the 
east  side  of  Fifth  Avenue,  rises  a  white- 
marble  pile,  looking  not  unlike  many  of 
the  aristocratic  houses  of  Paris. 

The  style  of  this  pile,  extending  from 
Fifty  -  sixth  to  Fifty-seventh  street,  is 
very  ornate,  but,  compared  with  the  Co- 
rinthian, the  Doric,  and  the  Renaissance 
style  of  ornament  so  profusely  superim- 
posed upon  most  of  the  plain  flat  blocks 
of  houses  all  over  our  city,  its  propor- 
tions smooth  themselves  out  into  simple 
masses  that  please  if  they  do  not  entirely 
satisfy  the  eye.      Few  residences  in  New 


Tower — Trinity  School. 

himself  of  these  mural  decorations,  and  we  see 
in  the  concave-pointed  roof,  with  its  one  win- 
dow, several  tiers  of  black  bricks,  forming  a 
tooth-shaped  ornament,  and  this  gable  is  sepa- 
rated from  the  story  below  it  by  an  elaborate 
row  of  gray  carved  stones.  The  next  story  of 
the  gable,  whose  front  is  broken  by  a  group  of 
three  windows  in  the  center,  is  in  its  turn  re- 
lieved by  another  broad  ornament  of  tessellated 
black  brick-work,  and  this  story  in  its  turn  is 
marked  off  by  stone-carving.  The  second  floor 
of  the  house  exhibits  one  window  embellished 
by  the  gray-stone  balcony  that  forms  at  the  same 
time  a  pretty  finish  to  a  bay-window  that  com- 
poses the  lower  section  of  this  gable.  The  gable 
projection  occupies  rather  more  than  half  the 
width  of  the  house,  and  is  bounded  on  either 


Turret — Fifth  Avenue,   near  Twenty- 


Street. 


106 


NEW  YORK  ILLUSTRATED. 


York  present  such  great  architectural  complete- 
ness as  this  series.  Extending  with  a  very  long- 
front  on  Fifth  Avenue  and  on  the  side  street,  the 


Belvedere  -Thirty-sixth   Street,   near  Park   Avenue. 

building  has  the  mass  and  the  proportions  of  a 
public  edifice.  Its  high  square  corners  rise 
much  above  the  remaining  portion  of  the  roof, 
and  present  the  effect  of  massive  towers,  while 
the  symmetrical  disposition  of  the  windows  and 
colonnades  increases  its  appearance  of  unity. 
The  new  houses  of  Paris  which  stand  upon  the 
boulevards  are  constructed  very  largely  in  this 
effective  style  ;  and  the  long  rows  of  such  build- 
ings succeeding  each  other  for  miles,  as  one 
drives  toward  the  Arc  de  Triomphe  or  along  the 
Rue  de  Rivoli,  impress  the  beholder  as  belonging 
to  a  city  of  palaces. 

There  is,  however,  a  certain  tedium  in  this 
unending  stateliness,  this  continuous  splendor. 
To  those  who  believe  that  the  ideal  of  such  a 
street  as  Fifth  Avenue  would  be  completed 
when,  by  the  gradual  survival  of  the  fittest,  the 
separated  brown-stone  houses  have  all  gradually 
disappeared,  to  give  place  to  blocks  crowned 
with  towers,  or  where  one  elegant  and  varied 
roof  should  suffice  to  cover  many  residences 
whose  proportions  have  relation  to  one  general 


effect,  such  a  structure  as  this  would  be  a  model. 
The  white-marble  house  in  Fifth  Avenue  is  of 
such  a  character,  and,  while  the  divisions  and 
doors  that  mark  it  as  the  house  of  many  families 
are  not  at  all  conspicuous,  this  stately  building 
is  distinct  of  its  kind  in  the  whole  length  of  the 
avenue. 

A  pretty  and  simple  specimen  of  the  tower 
is  that  of  Trinity  Church  School,  which  is  a  not 
very  conspicuous  feature  of  the  large  brown- 
stone  building  seen  across  the  graveyard  of  Trin- 
ity Church.  It  is  a  picturesque  pile,  and  re- 
minds one  of  some  English  college  building  with 
its  multiplicity  of  Gothic  mullioned  windows. 
The  tower  rises  only  slightly  above  the  edifice, 
but  its  long  gargoyles,  extending  far  over  the 
sides,  are  quite  conspicuous  even  from  Broadway. 


Tower— Fiftieth   Street,   near  Fifth   Avenue. 

In  spite  of  the  insignificance  of  its  situation,  it 
commands  attention  and  interest.  As  the  spec- 
tator looks  at  it  from  Broadway,  crowded  with 
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vehicles  and  foot-passengers,  a  quiet  and  pictur- 
esque repose  lingers  about  the  walls  of  the  se- 
cluded building,  and  its  charming,  quaint  little 
tower  gives  a  peculiar  Old-World  appearance  to 
its  aspect. 

It  is  pleasant  to  find  in  a  monotonous  line  of 
freestone  houses  with  their  Greek  porticoes  and 
high  stoops  the  occurrence  of  an  occasional 
break.  The  pedestrian,  tired  by  repetition  of 
form  in  buildings,  suddenly,  for  example,  finds 
his  eye  refreshed  as  it  lights  on  such  an  odd  and 
irregular  turret  as  that  one  we  show  near  Twenty- 
second  Street  iu  Fifth  Avenue.  The  little  tur- 
ret is  built  to  cover  the  third  and  fourth  story 
middle  windows  of  a  large  shop.  The  building 
is  constructed  of  red  brick,  and  its  windows 
are  mostly  pointed  and  united  into  groups  by 
brown  and  gray  freestone  copings,  while  in  spaces 


stands  a  large  dwelling  which  is  very  tasteful 
and  decorative.  In  the  extension  just  beyond 
the  main  dwelling  is  placed  the  odd  and  pretty 
little  belvedere,  an  illustration  of  which  is 
shown.  Many  houses,  both  in  city  and  country, 
contain  conservatories,  used  2)artly  for  plants  and 
partly  for  sitting-rooms.  Here  against  the  shin- 
ing glass  windows  stands  of  flower-pots  and  tall 
flowering  trees,  such  as  oleanders  and  jjomegrau- 
ates,  alternate  with  sewing-tables  and  children's 
toys,  easy-chairs  and  writing-desks,  and  these 
sunny  parlors  furnish  an  agreeable  variety  to  the 
ordinary  sitting-room  or  the  conventional  green- 
house. This  belvedere  forms  a  second-story 
open  bay-window,  uninclosed  by  glass  above  its 
windowed  counterpart  in  the  ground-floor.  A 
rounded  balcony  of  gray-stone  screens  this  bit  of 
summergarden  with  its  flowering  shrubs,  or  its 


Old-style  Doorways. 


between  the  stories  buff  and  black  brick-work 
is  arranged  in  tessellated  designs.  The  little 
turret,  projecting  well  beyond  the  house-front, 
and  quite  high  up  in  the  air,  aims  primarily  at 
being  a  bay-window,  and  one  of  its  two  sides 
faces  obliquely  southward,  while  the  opposing 
angle  of  the  tower  looks  up  Fifth  Avenue.  The 
builder,  not  contented  to  give  the  form  necessary 
for  use,  has  capped  the  top  by  a  tall  and  slender 
pointed  roof  whose  shining  brass  trimmings  add 
to  its  picturesqueness,  while  an  elaborate  orna- 
ment of  the  same  metal,  that  rises  high  above 
the  apex  of  the  roof,  renders  it  still  more  con- 
spicuous. 

Close  by  Park  Avenue  in  Thuty-sixth  Street 


bed  of  evergreens  ;  and  slender  pillars,  whose 
carved  capitals  support  the  arches  of  the  roof, 
are  formed  of  a  similar  material.  Across  the  top 
of  the  long  extension  of  the  house  a  similar  bal- 
ustrade ornaments  the  roof,  while  on  the  side 
of  the  main  section  of  the  dwelling  one  or  two 
bay-windows  vary  the  monotonous  flatness  of 
the  dead-wall.  Architectural  features  of  this 
class  give  great  charm  to  many  streets  in  the 
newer  parts  of  the  city. 

An  agreeable  and  picturesque  contrast  to  the 
elaborate  Buckingham  Hotel,  at  the  corner  of 
Fiftieth  Street  and  Fifth  Avenue,  is  made  by 
the  modest  group  of  brick  and  freestone  build- 
ings that  stand  behind  it  in  Fiftieth  Street.    Op- 
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posite  the  stately  white  walls  of  St.  Patrick's 
Cathedral  these  pretty  fronts  group  themselves 
on  the  south  side  of  the  street.    The  tower  forms 


Tower— New  Court-House    Sixth  Avenue. 


an  addition  to  the  room  from  which  it  projects, 
as  shown  in  the  illustration,  and  the  slightness 
of  the  means  taken   to  secure  so  important  a 


result  by  roofing  in  this  little  projection  and 
ornamenting  its  top  by  a  slight  trellis-work  of 
iron  and  gilt  is  specially  pleasing  by  showing 
how  good  taste  will  utilize  trivial  means.  The 
house  to  which  this  tower  belongs  is  good  in 
many  particulars.  Its  little  bay-window  stands 
well  in  regard  to  the  tower,  and  its  round-topped 
windows,  grouped  in  various  clusters,  afford  in 
connection  with  the  low-porch  door,  scarcely 
raised  above  the  level  of  the  sidewalk,  a  very 
pleasant,  cheery,  as  well  as  picturesque  bit  of 
house-building. 

The  next  illustration  of  architectural  effects 
in  building  which  we  give  shows  the  tower  on 
the   Police  Court   building  at  the  junction  of 
Sixth  Avenue,  Tenth  Street,  and  Greenwich  Ave- 
nue.    The  tower  is  as  unique  as  the  building  to 
which  it  belongs,  and  rises  to  a  considerable 
height  in  a  circular  form,  much  above  the  level 
of  the    surrounding    houses. 
Its  decoration  consists  chiefly 
of  a  spiral  line  of  white  stone 
that  winds  around  the  tower, 
passing    between    the    win- 
dows and  along  the  edge  of 
the    little    loop  -  holes    that 
light  the  various  stories  near- 
ly  to   the   roof.      The   only 
fault  one  can  justly  find  in 
this   tower  is   the   shape   of 
its   roof,  which,    instead   of 
diminishing   gradually  to   a 
point,  as  is   usual  in   many 
objects  of  similar  construc- 
tion, whose  proportions  are 
_  — — _  justly  admired,  has  superim- 

posed upon  its  solid  j^ropor- 
tions  the  inevitable  square- 
sided  roof  borrowed  from 
the  French  Mansard,  which, 
though  appropriate  in  its 
place,  is  often  ugly  when 
used  in  connection  with  in- 
congruous architecture.  In 
other  respects  the  effect  is 
very  pleasing.  Several  other 
towers  even  more  graceful  in 
shape  rise  from  the  roof  in 
just  proportion  and  relation, 
and  stacked  chimneys  and 
dormer  -  windows  are  used 
very  effectively. 

Perhaps  the  most  con- 
spicuous object  in  the  view  of  New  York  city 
from  the  bay,  or  from  the  Brooklyn  or  Jersey 
shore,  is  the  massive  tower  of  the  new  Produce 
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Exchange  in  Whitehall  Street.  Seen  from  al- 
most any  quarter  it  seems  to  dominate  the  view  ; 
and  from  its  summit,  in  its  turn,  it  offers  to 
sight-seers  one  of  the  best  views  obtainable  of 
the  bay  and  its  crowded  shores. 

The  new  Produce  Exchange  stands  at  the 
Bowling  Green,  three  of  its  sides  lying  on  Bea- 
ver, Whitehall,  and  Stone  Streets.  In  its  rear, 
where  once  Marketfield  Street  ran,  extends  a 
broad  plaza,  large  enough  for  a  company  of 
soldiers  to  drill  on  ;  and  at  the  head  of  this 
plaza  rises  the  fine  and  imposing  tower  shown  in 
our  illustration. 

The  tower  covers  an  area  seventy  feet  wide 
by  forty  feet  deep,  and  attains  a  height  of  two 
hundred  feet.  The  architecture  of  the  main 
building  being  the  modified  Italian  Renaissance, 
the  tower  presents  the  general  appearance  of  a 
campanile,  or  bell-tower. 

It  is  built  of  brick  and  terra  -  cotta,  with 
granite  base  and  trimmings.  The  principal  dec- 
oration is  near  the  top.  The  four  great  clock- 
faces  form  an  integral  part  of  the  ornamentation, 
and  the  entire  tower,  with  its  elaborate  cornice 
and  balustrade,  lends  dignity  and  interest  to  a 
building  already  remarkable  for  its  proportions 
and  wealth  of  detailed  decoration. 

Many   other    examples   which    disjilay    the 
unique  and  interesting  features  becoming  more 
common  in  the  architecture  of  New  York  might 
readily  be  cited  :  mention  may  be  made  of  the 
new  Lincoln  building  on  Union  Square,   with 
its  brick  of  graded  tones,  of  the  "Judge  "  build- 
ing and  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  building, 
both  in  Fifth  Avenue,  of  the  imj^osing  private 
house    in   Madison   Avenue    near    Thirty-ninth 
Street,  and  of  the  new  apartment  house  at  Park 
Avenue  and  Thirty-fifth  Street.     The  northern 
and  western  portions  of  the  city  also  show  many 
interesting   buildings  ;    but   enough  have  been 
shown  to  indicate,  what  is 
indeed  the  fact,  that  there 
is  growing  uy>  a  style  of 
building       composite     in 
character,  but  picturesque, 
tasteful  and  appropriate. 

There  is  one  serious 
drawback,  however,  to  the  general  architectural 
effect  of  New  York  streets,  this  being  the  irreg-u- 
lar  sky  line.  Many  very  fine  buildings  are  dwarfed 
by  incongruous  and  towering  structures  next  to 
them,  and  until  the  height  of  buildings  falls 
under  authoritative  regulation,  as  is  the  case  in 
Paris,  every  new  building,  however  noble  and 
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Tower  of  Produce   Exchange 

excellent  it  may  be,  is  always  in  danger  of  being 
architecturally  extinguished,  so  to  speak,  by 
some  overtopping  neighbor. 


110 


NEW  YORK  ILLUSTRATED. 


PARKS  AND  PLEASURE  PLACES, 


THIRTY  years  ago  Central  Park  was  mainly  a 
wild,  uncouth  domain  of  swamps,  bowlders, 
and  huge,  knotty  projections  of  rocks  forbidding 
in  their  aspect,  and  promising  anything  but 
that  wonderful   development  of  beauty  which 


on  of  some  sturdy  German  who  has  brought 
his  wife  and  little  ones  to  enjoy  the  stirring 
scene,  and  is  going  to  the  lager-bier  saloons  of 
the  upper  portions  of  the  island.  Everything, 
in  fact,  belongs  to  the  living  panorama,  from  the 


has  since  become  manifest  under  the  skill  of 
the  engineer,  architect,  landscape-gardener,  and 
sculptor. 

Visit  it  at  any  hour  of  the  day,  and  you  will 
find  thousands  gathered  to  enjoy  their  walks  or 
drives.  Music  lends  its  enchantment  to  the  spot 
in  the  summer,  and  in  the  winter  the  several 
lakes  are  given  up  to  the  sports  of  the  skaters 
and  curlers.  There  is,  indeed,  no  nook  or  cor- 
ner that  has  not  been  beautified,  and  every 
year  witnesses  some  change,  some  additional 
improvement. 

Central  Park  is  essentially  a  democratic 
place.  It  was  created  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
people,  and,  when  you  drive  there  on  a  Saturday 
or  Sunday  afternoon,  you  will  see  a  brilliant  and 
ever-changing  pageant,  such  as  you  will  not  find 
elsewhere.  The  most  expensive  vehicles  of  the 
wealthy  classes  will  be  mingled  with  the  hum- 
bler barouche  that  has  been  hired  for  the  occa- 
sion by  a  family  pleasure-party,  or  perhaps  you 
may  find  yourself  side  by  side  with  the  wag- 


nurse  and  baby- 
wagon  to  the 
old  -  fasliioned 
rockaway        of  ''    '   • 

the  Westchester 

farmer,  or  the  landau  of  the  fashionable  lady. 
Fast  horses  and  many  of  the  celebrities  of  the 
city  are  frequent  visitors  to  the  park,  and  per- 
haps it  is  the  best  of  all  localities  in  New  York 
wherein  to  observe  the  characteristic  phases  of 
out-of-door  metropolitan  life. 

Yet  one  can  not  see  the  park  to  advantage 
from  a  carriage-window,  but  must  go  on  foot. 
The  charm  of  such  a  place  is  not  merely  in  its 
broad  and  frequented  avenues,  but  in  the  thou- 
sand nooks  and  corners,  the  tortuous  windings 
and  turnings,  where  one  continually  meets  the 
unexpected  and  finds  himself  secluded  from  all 
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the  suggestions  of  busy  life,  while  the  fresh  air, 
the  sweet  scents  of  grass  and  flower,  the  shaded 
quiet,  and  the  songs  of  birds,  surround  him 
with  all  the  associations  of  country  life. 

Perhajis  in  no  way  can  we  convey  a  better 
idea  of  the  multiplicity  of  attractions  in  Central 
Park,  which  has  justly  been  called  the  lungs  of 
New  York,  than  by  giving  a  few  statistics.  The 
length  of  carriage  ways  or  drives,  ranging  from 
fifty-four  to  sixty  feet  in  width,  is  about  nine 
miles  ;  the  length  of  bridle  -  paths,  having  an 
average  width  of  sixteen  feet,  is  a  little  over  five 
miles;  and  the  footpaths,  which  are  from  thir- 
teen to  forty  feet  in  width,  make  a  total  of  more 
than  twenty-eight  miles  in  length.  There  are 
thirty  buildings  of  all  kinds  in  the  park,  and 
seats  to  accommodate  ten  thousand  persons,  a 
large  number  of  these  seats  being  under  shade- 
trees.  On  the  four  hundred  acres  of  grove 
there  have  been  planted  since  the  opening  of 
the  park  over  half  a  million  of  trees,  shrubs, 
and  vines,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  former 
have  become  noble  trees.  Exclusive  of  the  res- 
ervoirs, there  are  about  forty-three  acres  of  wa- 
ter, divided  into  six  charming  lakes  and  ponds, 
some  of  these  little  sheets  of  water  are  so  wind- 
ing and  irregular  as  to  gain  much  in  picturesque 
beauty. 

In  the  park  are  statues  or  busts  of  Burns, 
Hamilton,  Halleck,  Humboldt,  Goethe,  Schiller, 
Shakespeare,  Scott,  Morse,  Webster,  Beethoven, 
Mazzini,  Moore,  and  Simon  Bolivar,  the  "Lib- 
erator" of  Venezuela  ;  and  ideal  statues  of  a 
Falconer,  of  Commerce,  the  Indian  Hunter,  the 
Pilgrim,  of  Eagles  and  a  Goat,  of  the  Still  Hunt, 
of  a  Tigress  and  her  Young,  and  a  statue  in 
memory  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  men  who  died 
in  the  Civil  War,  are  also  scattered  here  and 
there  through  the  park.  Most  of  the  statues 
in  the  park  have  been  severely  and  justly  criti- 
cised; but,  aside  from  the  question  of  artistic 
merit,  on  which  the  majority  of  the  visitors  who 
go  for  recreation  to  Central  Park  are  perhaps  in- 
competent to  decide,  these  bronze  figures  give 
an  air  of  dignity  and  public  interest  to  it,  with 
which  even  cynical  critics  would  hardly  care  to 
dispense. 

Let  us  first  take  a  stroll  over  the  Mall,  which 
is  a  grand  promenade,  extending  about  the 
third  of  a  mile  from  the  Marble  Arch  to  the 
Terrace,  giving  an  excellent  view  of  a  consider- 
able section  of  the  park.  Near  the  northern  end 
is  the  music-stand ;  and  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
afternoons,  during  the  summer,  when  the  band 
plays,  the  Mall  is  almost  impassable,  except  by 
moving  with  the  crowd.     Sunday  is,  however. 


the  great  gala-day,  for  then  well-dressed  men, 
women,  and  children,  throng  the  park  in  such 
numbers  that  every  avenue  and  winding  path  is 
full  of  people,  all  bent  on  enjoyment.  The  Mall 
is  arched  over  with  splendid  elms,  and  along  this 
avenue  are  ranged  most  of  the  bronze  statues  of 
which  we  have  spoken.  A  pleasant  feature  is 
the  sight  of  the  children  in  the  goat-carriages 
from  mere  babies  to  well-grown  youngsters,  who 
enjoy  the  scene  with  great  zest. 

At  the  northern  end  of  the  Mall,  leading 
down  to  the  Esplanade  on  the  shore  of  the  lake 
and  containing  the  beautiful  Bethesda  fountain, 
is  the  principal  architectural  feature  of  the  park, 
known  as  the  Terrace.  It  is  constructed  of  a 
fine,  soft  stone  of  a  yellowish-brown  color,  and 
the  central  stairway  goes  down  under  the  road, 
where  the  visitor  enters  an  arched-roofed  hall, 
used  as  a  restaurant.  On  the  side-stairs  are 
beautifully-chiseled  carvings  of  birds,  fruits,  and 
flowers  wrought  on  the  panels  of  the  wall  and 
along  the  base  of  the  balustrade.  The  whole 
fagade  of  this  fine  specimen  of  park  architecture 
is  an  admirable  work,  and  has  been  widely  and 
justly  admired. 

The  Ramble  is  one  of  the  most  charming 
portions  of  the  park,  consisting  of  a  labyrinth 
of  narrow  winding  paths,  abounding  in  delight- 
ful bits  of  scenery,  consisting  of  deep  thickets, 
small  streams,  and  rustic  bridges.  Here  is  the 
"  Sybil's  Cave,"  a  deep,  rocky  dell,  where  a  sol- 
emn conclave  of  owls  used  to  sit  in  state,  and 
glare  at  intruders  with  big  eyes.  Near  the  en- 
trance at  Sixty-fourth  Street,  on  the  Fifth  Avenue 
side,  is  the  Menagerie,  which  has  its  quarters  in 
the  Old  Arsenal,  a  castellated  brick  building. 
There  are  good  in-door  and  out-door  collections 
of  wild  animals — lions,  tigers,  panthers,  wolves, 
bears,  monkeys,  squirrels,  opossums,  kangaroos, 
ostriches,  sea-lions,  camels,  and  a  hundred  cu- 
rious birds  and  beasts.  This  zoological  exhibi- 
tion, however,  is  larger  in  the  winter  than  in 
the  summer,  as  in  the  former  season  many  trav- 
eling shows  go  into  winter  quarters  here.  On 
the  roof  of  the  arsenal  is  a  meteorological  and 
astronomical  observatory  ;  the  headquarters  of 
the  Park  Police  is  also  in  the  building. 

In  the  Museum  of  Natural  History,  situated 
between  Seventy-seventh  and  Eighty- first  Streets 
and  Eighth  and  Ninth  Avenues,  are  some  very 
fine  collections  of  rare  birds,  animals,  and  insects. 
In  the  aggregate,  this  museum  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  finest  in  the  country.  The  lower 
story  is  devoted  chiefly  to  mounted  sjiecimens  of 
mammalia ;  the  floor  of  the  second  story  contains 
the   mounted  birds,  while  the  gallery  contains 
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archseological 
si^ecimens.  On 
the  third  floor 
are  jDaleontolog- 
ical  and  geolog- 
ical specimens. 
The  attic  story 
contains  work- 
rooms and  stud- 
ies. There  is  a 
library  of  twelve 
thousand  vol- 
umes. Free  lect- 
ures are  deliv- 
ered twice  a 
week  during  the 
winter.  A  large 
addition  is  now 
being  built, 

which  will  about 
double  the  ca- 
pacity of  the 
museum. 

One    of    the 
principal  attrac- 
tions of  the  park 
is  the  Metropol- 
itan Museum  of 
Art,  situated  on 
the  East   drive, 
opposite  Eighty- 
third         Street. 
The       building 
now  erected    is 
but  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  series 
intended.     It  is 
of  red  brick  with 
granite        trim- 
mings,    and    is 
two        hundred 
and  thirty-three 
by  two  himdred 
and  twenty-four 
feet.     The  prin- 
cipal entrance  is 
on     the      south 
front.      On    the 
first     floor     are 
casts  of  ancient 
sculpture,  and  a 
small  but   well- 
chosen      collec- 
tion of  Egyptian 

antiquities,  and  collections  of  glass,  laces,  and 
ancient  pottery  and  musical  instruments.     The 


second    floor    contains    picture-galleries.      At 
the  east   end  are  the  galleries  of  old  masters, 
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and  those  containing  a  loan  collection  of  paint- 
ings. Two  balconies,  in  which  are  collec- 
tions of  Oriental  pottery  and  art  and  ancient 
jewelry,  connect  with  the  western  galleries ;  in 
these  are  the  collections  of  modern  paintings 
owned  by  the  Museum.  Among  these  paintings 
are  Rosa  Bonheur's  "Horse  Fair"  and  Meisso- 
nier's  "  Friedland."  In  a  separate  gallery  is  the 
Catharine  Lorillard  Wolfe  collection,  left  to  the 
Museum  by  Miss  Wolfe ;  it  contains  nearly  one 
hundred  pictures  by  the  best  modern  artists.  A 
portrait  of  Miss  Wolfe  occupies  a  place  of  honor 
in  the  principal  room.  The  Cesnola  collection 
of  articles  from  Cyprus,  the  nucleus  of  the  Mu- 
seum's collections,  is  now  scattered  under  several 
heads  and  exhibited  with  other  objects  of  similar 
character.  At  the  west  end  of  the  main  hall  is 
a  mural  monument  to  Edgar  Allan  Poe,  consist- 
ing of  a  statue  of  Poetry  crowning  a  bronze 
bust  of  the  poet ;  it  is  the  gift  of  the  actors  of 
New  York.  The  Museum  maintains  art  schools, 
and,  as  well  as  the  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
is  open  free  to  the  public  on  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, Friday,  and  Saturday  of  each  week,  as 
well  as  on  holidays  which  fall  on  Mondays  or 
Tuesdays. 

There  is  no  attraction  in  Central  Park  gazed 
on  with  more  curiosity  and  interest  than  the 
obelisk  presented  to  the  city  of  New  Y^'ork  by 
Ismail  Pasha,  late  Khedive  of  Egypt,  and 
brought  across  the  ocean  through  the  remarka- 
ble engineering  skill  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Gorringe,  United  States  Navy.  It  stands  on  a 
knoll  in  the  grounds  adjoining  the  Metropolitan 
Museum,  and  occupies,  as  it  deserv^es,  one  of 
the  most  commanding  situations  in  the  park. 


The  Obelisk,  Centra 


This  monolith  carries  us  back  to  a  period  more 
than  fifteen  centuries  before  Christ,  and  it  is 
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probable  that  Moses  gazed  at  it,  even  then  many 
generations  old,    while  he  was  a  jiriest  at  the 
city  of  On,  or  Heliop- 
olis.      According  to 
the       hieroglyphical 
writings       inscribed 
on    its   side,    it  was 
made  at  the  order  of 
Thothmes    III,     one 
of  the  greatest  con- 
querors   among    the 
Egyptian  kings,  who 
carried      his       arms 
among    all   the    na- 
tions of  the  East,  to 
commemorate        his 
victories.       This    is 
one  of  two   obelisks 
erected  at  the  city  of 
the  sun-god,  Heliop- 
olis,    by    this    mon- 
arch.    Three  centu- 
ries after  his  death, 
vacant  spaces  on  this 
monolith     were     in- 
scribed  by  order  of 
Rameses  II,  who  ap- 
pears  to   have  been 
the  Greek  Sesostris, 
and  also  a  great  con- 
queror, with  records 
of  the  latter's  achieve- 
ments.     Under    the 
Greek    dominion    of 
the    Ptolemies,    this 
wonderful        monu- 
ment   of    the    most 
ancient     civilization 
in  the  world  was  re- 
moved from  its  time- 
honored   site  at  the 
city  of  On  to  Alex- 
andria, where  it  oc- 
cujiied  a  jilace  which 
made   it  almost  the 
first  object  greeting 
the  eye  of  the   voy- 
ager on  entering  the 
harbor.      When  Au- 
gustus    Cffisar     and 
Mark  Antony  fought 
their        tremendous 
duel  xmder  the  very 
eyes  of  the  beautiful 
Cleopatra,    this    was 
already  nearly  fifteen 


hundred  years    old,    and   it    looked  down   un- 
changed on  all  the  warlike  convulsions,  "the 
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drums  and  tramplings  of  conquest  after  con- 
quest," which  have  swept  over  Egypt  in  success- 
ive waves.  Of  the  different  Egyptian  monu- 
ments which  have  been  removed  from  their  na- 
tive land  and  erected  in  foreign  countries,  in- 
cluding those  in  Rome,  Paris,  and  London,  the 
New  York  obelisk,  known  as  Cleopatra's  Nee- 
dle, is  the  most  remarkable  and  historically  in- 
teresting, as  well  as  the  most  perfect  in  its  pres- 
ervation. 

A  street,  the  like  of  which  exists  in  no  other 
city,  is  Riverside  Drive,  a  j^arkway  extending 
along  the  bluffs  which  skirt  the  North  or  Hud- 
son River  from  Seventy-second  to  One  Hundred 
and  Thirtieth  Street.  At  the  foot  of  the  bluffs 
run  the  tracks  of  the  New  York  Central  Rail- 
road ;  on  the  edge  runs  the  drive,  and  parallel 
with  the  Drive  runs  the  Riverside  Avenue,  on 
which  stand,  each  in  its  own  garden,  houses  old 
and  new,  looking  out  upon  the  finest  view  ob- 
tainable in  New  York.  At  the  upper  end  of  the 
Drive  is  Claremont,  originally  the  country  home 
of  the  last  British  governor  of  the  colony  of  New 
York,  but  now  a  restaurant.  A  hundred  yards 
from  Claremont  is  the  temporary  tomb  of  Gen- 
eral Grant,  guarded  by  policemen,  and  surround- 
ed by  crowds  of  curious  sight-seers.  On  Sun- 
days the  crowd  is  sometimes  so  great  that  visi- 
tors have  to  form  lines  and  wait  their  turn  to 
look  into  the  tomb.  When  sufficient  money 
shall  have  been  raised,  the  permanent  tomb  and 
monument  to  General  Grant  will  be  erected  near 
the  temporary  tomb. 

Fashion  has  turned  to  the  west  side  of  the 
city,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  a  few  years  Riv- 
erside Avenue  will,  to  a  certain  extent,  usurp  the 
functions  of  Fifth  and  Madison  Avenues. 

Just  north  of  Central  Park  lies  Morningside 
Park,  a  narrow  strip  of  land  lying  at  the  foot  of 
Bloomingdale  Heights.  It  extends  from  One 
Hundred  and  Tenth  Street  to  One  Hundred  and 
Twentj'-third  Street  ;  in  its  wildest  part  it  is 
only  six  hundred  feet  wide,  and  its  area  is  but 
thirty-two  acres.  Near  its  northern  end  are  two 
block-houses,  the  remains  of  the  British  defenses 
of  New  York  during  the  Revolutionary  "War. 
The  western  boundary  of  the  park  consists  of  a 
heavy  granite  wall,  which  prevents  slides  from 
the  cliff  above  the  park  ;  the  crest  of  the  w^all, 
which  is  reached  bj'  handsome  steps,  affords  ex- 
cellent views  over  the  low^er  part  of  Harlem  ; 
the  park  itself  as  yet  affords  nothing  pictur- 
esque. 

Mount  Morris  Park  contains  about  twenty 
acres,  and  is  the  first  obstruction  to  Fifth  Ave- 
nue  in   six   miles  ;  it  lies   directly  across  that 


thorouglifare,  and  extends  from  One  Hundred 
and  Twentieth  to  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
fourth  Street.  In  the  middle  of  the  park  rises  a 
rocky  hill,  over  one  hundred  feet  high,  crowned 
with  an  observatory.  Although  so  small,  its 
situation  and  natural  advantages,  together  with 
the  art  of  the  gardeners,  have  made  it  one  of 
the  prettiest  of  the  many  garden  spots  of  the 
city. 

To  the  north  of  the  Harlem  River,  in  the 
annexed  district,  lie  the  six  new  parks  recently 
bought  by  the  city  to  provide  for  the  future 
thousands  that  are  to  dwell  near  them.  The 
largest  of  these  parks  is  Pelham  Bay  Park  ;  it 
is  also  the  most  distant  of  them,  for  it  is  more 
than  twelve  miles  from  the  Grand  Central  Sta- 
tion, and  nearly  fifteen  miles  from  the  City 
Hall.  It  contains  about  seventeen  hundred 
acres,  lying  on  Long  Island  Sound,  and,  with 
coast  indentations  and  open  water  front,  will 
have  a  shore  line  of  upward  of  nine  miles. 

A  parkway  connects  Pelham  Bay  Park  with 
Bronx  Park,  near  Williams  Bridge,  on  the 
northern  city  line.  This  park  contains  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty-tliree  acres,  not  quite  so  many  as 
Central  Park  contains. 

Van  Cortlandt  Park  is  connected  by  a  park- 
way with  Bronx  Park.  This  park  is  the  nearest 
of  the  three  large  parks  ;  it  lies  just  below  the 
Yonkers  city  line,  and  occupies  about  one  thou- 
sand acres  of  the  old  Van  Cortlandt  estate.  The 
Van  Cortlandt  house  still  stands  in  the  middle 
of  the  new  park,  and  the  fact  that  the  grounds 
were  once  kept  up  as  private  property  has  made 
this  the  most  finished-looking  of  the  new  parks. 
A  lake  occupies  a  large  part  of  the  park,  which, 
for  several  years  past,  the  courtesy  of  the  late 
owners  of  the  property  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  public  when  skating  was  to  be  enjoyed.  A 
part  of  the  park,  extending  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  by  half  a  mile,  is  being  prepared  for  a 
parade-ground  for  the  First  Brigade  of  the  State 
National  Guards.  It  is  possible  that  a  rifle  range 
may  also  be  erected  in  the  park. 

The  other  new  parks  are  smaller.  Crotona 
Park  consists  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres,  St.  Mary's  Park  has  twenty-five  acres, 
and  Claremont  Park  thirty-eight  acres.  None 
of  these  parks  has  yet  been  opened  to  the  public, 
and  in  all  of  them,  excejit  Van  Cortlandt  Park, 
everything  remains  still  to  be  done. 

The  most  unique  and  attractive  pleasure  re- 
sort in  the  vicinity  of  New  York  is  found,  how- 
ever, at  Coney  Island,  only  a  few  years  ago  a 
barren  w^aste  of  sand,  with  a  few  low  taverns, 
given  over  to   the  amusement  of  rowdies  and 


Scenes  at  Coney  Island. 


Scenes  at   Coney  Island. 


120 


NEW  YORK  ILLUSTRATED. 


"  demireps,"  but  now  crowded  with  magnificent 
hotels  and  all  those  attractions  which  make  the 
seaside  delightful  for  a  day's  visit.  Of  its  kind 
there  is  no  watering-place  in  the  world  which 
has  so  many  individual  fascinations  as  Coney 
Island  at  present. 

Coney  Island  is  the  extreme  western  end  of 
a  great  outlying  sand-bar  broken  by  inlets,  ex- 
tending along  the  coast  of  Long  Island  for  ninety 
miles,  other  sections  being  known  as  Rockaway, 
Long,  Jones,  Oak  Island,  and  Great  South  Beach- 
es. Coney  Island  is  a  part  of  the  town  of  Graves- 
end,  and  is  separated  from  the  shore  by  Graves- 
end  Bay  on  the  west,  Sheepshead  Bay  and  Coney 
Island  Creek  on  the  north.  On  the  east  it  runs 
out  to  a  sharp  point,  and  has  the  broad  Atlantic 
for  its  southern  boundary.  Its  distance  in  a  bee- 
line  from  the  Battery  to  the  wharf  at  the  west- 
ern end  of  the  island  is  eight  and  one  half  miles. 
Previous  to  1875  this  fine  stretch  of  sea  -  beach, 
with  its  splendid  surf-bathing  and  its  convenient 
location  was  a  mere  waste  of  sand  to  which  two 
steamboats  made  daily  trips. 

At  the  present  time  eight  railways,  one  line 
of  street-cars,  and  nine  lines  of  steamboats,  capa- 
ble of  transporting  at  least  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  persons  to  and  from  the  beach 
daily,  are  in  operation.  The  beach  itself  is  cov- 
ered with  light  and  airy  buildings  for  various 
purposes,  and  during  the  season  the  sands  are 
black  with  people  daily.  Beginning  at  the  West 
End,  or  Norton's,  the  island  has  been  but  little 
improved.  The  beach  is  covered  with  the  refuse 
thrown  up  by  the  tides,  and  the  surface  of  the 
island  is  covered  with  irregular  hummocks  of 
fine  white  sand  and  an  occasional  growth  of 
beach-grass  and  laurel.  Norton's  Hotel  is  an 
old,  low,  wooden  building,  back  from  the  shore, 
and  a  wooden  path  leads  down  to  a  large  pavil- 
ion. Accommodations  are  provided  here  for  par- 
ties with  lunch-baskets,  and  there  are  numerous 
unattractive-looking  bathing-houses.  The  prin- 
cipal hotel  at  West  Brighton  is  known  as  Cable's, 
and  this  point  is  about  the  center  of  the  beach. 
The  scene  here  is  suggestive  of  a  huge  fair-ground. 

The  most  striking  features  of  this  part  of  the 
island  are  the  huge  Elephant  restaurant  and  the 
pier  built  of  tubular  iron  piles,  which  runs  out 
a  thousand  feet  into  the  sea.  On  it  are  three 
two-story  buildings  containing  saloons,  restau- 
rants, and  promenades,  twelve   hundred  bath- 


rooms,   and  stairways   leading   down  into   the 
water  from  the  pier. 

A  wide  drive  and  promenade  about  half  a 
mile  long  lead  to  Brighton  Beach  on  the  east. 
The  hotel  is  handsomely  finished  and  decorated, 
and  in  its  furniture  and  appointments  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  most  city  hotels.  In  front 
of  the  hotel  an  orchestra  of  sixty  performers 
play  during  the  afternoon  and  evening,  and  the 
grounds  are  prettily  laid  out  with  walks,  grass, 
and  fiowers. 

From  Brighton  Beach  the  grounds  of  Man- 
hattan Beach  extend  eastward  for  two  miles  and 
a  half.  The  hotel  is  a  fine  wooden  building,  six 
hundred  and  sixty  feet  long,  and  three  and  four 
stories  in  height,  one  of  the  largest  structures 
of  the  kind  in  the  world.  In  the  rear  of  the 
building  is  the  railway-station  ;  a  railway  runs 
westward  to  the  Brighton  Beach  Hotel,  along 
the  sands  ;  and  a  new  road  is  now  constructed 
on  piles  across  Sheepshead  Bay  to  the  race- 
course of  the  Coney  Island  Jockey  Club.  Music 
is  furnished,  as  at  the  other  jorincij^al  hotels, 
from  the  pavilion  in  front.  The  disjjlay  of  fire- 
works in  the  evening  is  an  attractive  spectacle. 
There  are  extensive  bathing-houses,  with  ar- 
rangements perfect  in  every  respect.  The  beach 
in  front  is  fenced  in,  and  the  inclosed  sjjace  rig- 
idly reserved  for  bathers. 

East  of  the  Manhattan  Hotel  is  the  Oriental 
Hotel,  built  by  the  Manhattan  Beach  Company, 
for  the  accommodation  of  jiermanent  guests  and 
families  who  desire  to  be  free  from  the  confu- 
sion attending  the  coming  and  going  of  transient 
visitors  and  excursionists. 

From  the  foregoing  description  it  may  be 
readily  gathered  that  Coney  Island  is  a  most 
remarkable  and  unique  watering-place.  Within 
an  hour's  journey  of  New  York,  it  furnishes 
thousands  of  people,  who  can  not  leave  the 
city  during  the  summer  months  except  for  a 
very  brief  period,  a  chance  for  seaside  diver- 
sion, bathing,  and  fresh  air.  The  whole  length 
of  the  beach  on  a  bright  summer  day  is  a  never- 
ending  procession  of  people,  from  men  and  wo- 
men of  the  highest  social  rank  and  position,  to 
humble  mechanics  and  laborers  out  for  a  day's 
airing  with  their  families ;  and  the  contrasts  of 
life  and  character  resulting  from  this  heteroge- 
neous assembly  give  Coney  Island  its  greatest 
charm,  aside  from  the  sea,  aii-,  and  sunlight. 


THE   END. 
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DECKER  BROTHERS    PIANOS  — WHERE  THEY  ARE   MADE. 


One  of  the  busy  establishments  of  New  York  City  is  the  Manufactory  of  the  celebrated  Piano-forte  makers, 
Messrs.  Decker  Brothers,  whose  instruments  have  attained  a  world-wide  reputation.  Here,  under  the  personal 
supervision  of  the  founders  of  the  house,  the  vast  detail  of  all  that  appertains  to  the  manufacture  of  a  perfect 
instrument  goes  on.  Their  buildings  are  situated  at  Thirty-fifth  Street  and  Eighth  Avenue,  and  are  well  worthy 
a  visit  of  those  who  are  interested  in  witnessing  the  many  and  varied  processes  by  which  this  instrument  is 
produced. 

The  fouudation  of  the  house  of  Decker  Brothers  was  unostentatiously  laid  in  1862,  with  a  small  capital  in 
money,  but  a  capital  large  in  experience  in  all  that  was  necessary  to  produce  instruments  to  sell  to  a  critical 
public — experience  gained  by  an  acquaintance  from  their  earliest  youth  with  every  (even  the  minutest)  detail 
of  the  mechanism  of  the  piano-forte,  and  by  having  filled  the  most  responsible  positions  in  the  establishments 
of  the  earlier  manufacturers  of  our  time.  They  indulged  in  no  rosy  fancies  of  sudden  popularity  and  a  quickly- 
realized  fortune.  Of  simple  tastes,  they  undertook  the  business  not  so  much  as  a  means  to  wealth  as  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  manufacture.  Being  practical  artisans  themselves,  and  familiar  with  the  capabilities 
of  every  man  employed  in  the  business  in  New  York,  they  found  no  difficulty  in  securing  the  services  of  the 
highest  skill  for  each  department.  Good  mechanics  prefer  employment  where  their  ability  is  not  only  well 
paid  for,  but  is  also  properly  appreciated,  and  the  estimation  in  which  the  Decker  Brothers  were  held  was  such 
as  to  cause  the  leading  journeymen  in  other  factories  to  seek  engagements  at  their  hands. 

The  instruments  manufactured  by  this  firm  fully  realize  the  standard  of  what  a  well-made  piano,  for  tone 
and  durability,  should  be.  The  firm  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  representative  piano-forte  makers  in  the 
world,  having  won  this  proud  position  by  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  instruments  of  its  make. 

Their  warerooms,  at  33  Union  Square,  is  also  a  pleasant  place  to  visit.  Here  will  be  found  many  superb 
specimens  of  artistic  skill  in  this  direction,  both  as  to  musical  excellence  and  exquisite  exterior  ornamentation 
and  finish.  Strangers,  even  if  not  intending  to  purchase,  but  who  wish  to  examine,  will  be  welcomed,  and  af- 
forded every  opportunity  for  testing  the  tone  and  for  the  inspection  of  the  finish  of  their  pianos.  The  location 
of  the  building  is  convenient,  being  on  the  most  prominent  thoroughfare  in  the  city. 


NEW  YORK  ILLUSTRATED. 


W.  H.   SCHIEFFELIN  &    CO:S,    CORNER    WILLIAM  AND  BEEKMAN  STREETS. 

This  establishment  was  originated  before  the  beginning  of  the  present  centurj-,  by  Mr.  Jacob  Schieffelin, 
whose  warehouse  at  that  time  was  at  193  Pearl  Street.  The  location  was  subsequently  changed  to  Maiden 
Lane,  where  the  business  was  continued  until  1841,  when,  the  vast  increase  of  its  operations  demanding  more 
room,  the  firm  under  the  style  of  H.  H.  Schieffelin  &  Co.  removed  to  104  and  106  John  Street.  In  the  year  1848 
the  style  of  the  firm  was  changed  to  Schieffelin  Bros.  &  Co.  In  1854,  their  business  having  increased  so  much 
as  to  require  still  more  ample  accommodations,  the  establishment  was  removed  to  the  present  spacious  ware- 
house at  170  and  172  William  Street,  corner  of  Beekman. 

This  warehouse  was  constructed  expressly  for  themselves  and  is  universally  regarded  as  a  model  one,  being 
admirably  adapted  in  every  respect  for  the  varied  requirements  of  the  wholesale  trade  in  drugs,  chemicals,  per- 
fumery, druggists'  sundries,  etc. 

In  1865  the  firm  of  Schieffelin  Bros.  &  Co.  was  dissolved,  and  the  name  of  the  house  altered  to  W.  H. 
Schieffelin  &  Co.,  Mr.  W.  H.  Schieffelin  representing  the  fourth  generation  of  the  family  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale drug  business,  which  has  been  handed  down  from  father  to  son  for  the  greater  part  of  a  century. 

This  is  a  record  of  which  any  mercantile  firm  may  be  proud,  as  it  is  very  unusual  to  find  a  house  whose 
business  has  been  carried  on  and  transmitted  to  successive  generations  for  so  long  a  period,  and  doubtless  this 
fact,  together  with  the  high  standp,rd  of  business  integrity  always  maintained,  has  contributed  much  to  the  high 
reputation  of  the  establishment. 

The  warehouse  at  170  and  172  William  Street  is  a  brick  structure  six  stories  in  height,  with  basement  and 
sub-cellar,  and  numerous  fire-proof  vaults  extending  under  the  sidewalk.  It  has  a  front  of  seventy-eight  feet 
on  Beekman  Street,  and  eighty-eight  feet  on  William  Street. 

An  army  of  employees  are  continually  engaged  in  the  various  departments,  all  of  which  are  organized 
under  a  system  peculiar  to  this  house,  by  means  of  which  each  branch  of  the  business  is  greatly  facilitated,  and 
perfect  order  and  accuracy  insured  throughout ;  the  work  in  each  section  being  always  confined  to  its  own  set 
of  employees,  whose  discipline  is  thus  rendered  the  more  complete,  enabling  them  to  fill  all  orders  with 
dispatch. 

This  firm  also  has  in  a  separate  building,  covering  even  more  ground  than  their  warehouse,  a  Laboratory 
which  is  one  of  the  largest  and  best  appointed  in  the  country,  where,  by  the  use  of  the  most  approved  appara- 
tus and  machinery  (some  of  which  is  of  their  own  recent  invention),  the  greater  part  of  their  manufacturing 
is  carried  on. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  safely  said  that  a  thorough  and  careful  inspection  of  this  warehouse  and  laboratory 
will  satisfy  any  one  that  the  high  reputation  for  so  many  years  enjoyed  by  its  proprietors  is  a  just  one,  and 
their  prosperity  no  more  than  is  commensurate  with  their  merits. 


NEW  YORK  ILLUSTRATED. 


ARTIFICIAL   HUMAN  LEGS   AND   ARMS. 


The  manufacture  of  artificial  limbs  as  an  industry  is  but  little  known  outside  of  the  circle  of  those 
who  are  maimed,  and  when  the  attention  of  the  inexperienced  is  called  to  it,  they  are  inclined  to 
regard  it  as  an  industry  coupled  with  that  of 
plastic  surgery;  or  being  a  part  of  the  surgical 
profession.  Although  it  is  somewhat  allied  to  it. 
it  is  as  distinct  as  any  of  the  other  mechanical 
arts.  In  one  sense  it  is  an  innovation,  that  of 
its  recent  segregation  from  other  industries 
which,  from  their  nature,  have  led  the  ingenious 
mind  to  think  and  contrive  for  the  relief  of  the 
infirm. 

Artificial  legs  and  arms  have  been  made  for 
ages,  but  until  recent  times  have  been  mechan- 
ical curiosities;  but  few  were  made  and  fewer 
still  were  worn.  Their  construction  made  them 
expensive,  not  only  to  buy  but  to  wear.  When 
a  man  lost  his  leg  it  was  a  blight  to  his  life.  It 
he  was  poor,  the  loss  made  him  still  poorer.  If 
he  was  rich,  it  was  barely  possible  that  he  could 
mitigate  his  misfortune  by  calling  into  opera- 
tion the  cunning  of  a  skilled  artisan.  As  aids 
in  human  propulsion  or  practical  substitutes  for 
parts  lost,  such  contrivances  were  absolute  fail- 
ures. In  the  present  age  makeshifts  are  not 
tolerated.  If  a  leg  is  lost  an  artificial  must  be 
supplied.  Not  a  fancy  appendage,  composed  of 
strings,  springs,  and  joints,  merely  to  exhibit  the 
mechanical  construction  of  the  human  joints. 
It  must  Vje  a  leg  that  will  actually  enable  the 
wearer  to  walk,  stand,  jump,  and  labor — in  fact, 
an  arrangement  that  will  restore  him  to  the 
equals  of  his  fellow-men  in  every  employment 
of  life.  If  an  arm  is  lost,  natural  pride  revolts 
against  the  empty  sleeve,  and  the  pendent  stump 
must  be  turned  to  some  use.  This  change  in  the 
demands  of  the  cripples  has  forced  the  develop- 
ment of  the  prosthetic  art,  and.  as  a  consequence, 
the  minds  of  a  few  ingenious  men  have  been 
active  in  the  endeavor  to  meet  the  fast-increasing 
want.  Foremost  in  this  line  stands  A.  A.  Marks. 
of  Xew  York  city.  In  1853  he  began  his  career 
as  an  artificial  limb-maker.  Since  that  time  hf 
has  made  upward  of  a  hundred  inventions  and 
improvements,  with  but  one  object  in  view,  that 
of  producing  an  artificial  leg  that  would  enable 
the  wearer  to  walk  naturally,  comfortably,  help- 
fully, and  safely — a  leg  that  possessed  dura- 
bility, and  shorn  of  every  unnecessary  compli- 
cation ;  one  that  would  last  many  years  with  a~ 
little  expense  as  possible,  not  only  in  the  pur- 
chase, but  in  the  item  of  repair.  Also  to  pro- 
duce a  hand  that  would  simulate  the  natural 
member,  without  noisy,  heavy,  useless,  mechan- 
ical movements.  The  rubber  foot  and  the  rub- 
ber hand  are  the  evolutions  of  his  thought  and 
,xperience.  By  employing  rubber  in  these  ex- 
tremities, artificial  legs  and  arms  have  become 
realities,  and  have  won  the  favor  of  the  entire 
world.  The  firm  of  A.  A.  Marks  has  for  twenty 
years  occupied   the  foremost   rank   in   the  art. 


The   Establishment  of  A.  A.  Marks,  Artificial  Limbs, 
701    Broadway,  New  York. 


They  occupy  the  four  large  lofts  of  the  building  701  Broadway,  New  York  city,  and  employ  a  colony 
of  skilled  artisans.  They  manufacture  largely  from  data  supplied  by  the  crippled,  while  they  remain 
at  home,  and  ship  limbs  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

New  York  city  has  reason  to  be  proud  that  she  is  the  mother  and  home  of  this  industry,  and  can 
ooast  of  the  house  that  has  so  substantially  established  itself  and  reputably  conducted  the  largest 
business  of  its  character  in  the  world. 


NJSW    YORK  ILLUSTRATED. 


LIFE    INSURANCE. 

Life  Insurance,  though  hardly  known  in  this  country  fifty  years  ago,  has  grown 
to  be  one  of  its  most  important  financial  intei'ests,  and  one  which  has  a  direct  bearing 
upon  the  welfare  of  thousands  of  women  and  children  at  a  critical  period  of  their  lives. 
We  have  selected  as  a  representative  of  this  interest  the  New  York  Life  Insurance 
Company,  one  of  the  old  purely  vnutuals,  whose  history  covers  nearly  the  whole  period 
of  the  life-insurance  business  in  this  country,  and  whose  age,  prosperity,  honorable 
dealings,  and  present  standing,  combine  to  make  it  representative  of  the  best  features 
of  American  Life  Insurance. 

The  Company's  Home  Office,  346  and  348  Broadway,  New  York  (an  illustration 
of  which  we  give  on  page  66  of  this  work),  was  erected  by  the  Company  in  1868-70. 
The  ground  dimensions  are  sixty  feet  front  on  Broadway,  one  hundred  and  ninety-six 
feet  on  Leonard  Street,  seventy-one  feet  wide  in  the  rear,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  feet  on  Catharine  Lane.  This  site  is  centi'ally  located,  and  has  long  been  a 
favorite  one  with  New-Yorkers.     It  was  formerly  occupied  by  the  Society  Library. 

The  building  presents  an  imposing  exterior.  It  is  built  of  pure  white  marble,  in 
the  Ionic  style,  the  design  having  been  taken  from  the  temple  of  Erectheus  at  Athens. 
The  portico  at  the  principal  entrance  is  twenty  feet  in  width,  projects  four  feet  from 
the  main  building,  and  has  double  columns  on  each  side.  L^pon  these  rests  a  cornice, 
with  a  broken  pediment,  in  which  is  set,  in  sculptured  marble,  the  insignia  of  the  Com- 
pany, viz.,  an  eagle's  nest,  and  an  eagle  feeding  her  young.  The  coat-of-arms  of  New 
York  City  appropriately  crowns  the  front  of  the  edifice.  The  roof  is  of  iron,  and  the 
building  is  fire-proof  throughout. 

The  chief  offices  of  the  Company  are  upon  the  main  floor,  but  the  various  depart- 
ments in  which  the  details  of  the  business  are  transacted  occupy  about  half  of  the 
entire  building.  The  remainder  is  rented,  the  Manhattan  Safe  Deposit  and  Storage 
Company  having  spacious,  well  lighted  and  ventilated  quarters  in  the  basement. 

The  New  York  Life  began  business  in  1845,  without  a  dollar  of  capital  stock, 
and  it  signalized  its  forty-fifth  year  by  passing  the  mark  of  one  hundred  millions  in 
assets.  Fuller  details  of  the  magnitude  and  success  of  its  business  will  be  found  on 
page  4  of  the  cover  of  this  book. 

The  New  York  Life  has  always  maintained  a  deservedly  high  reputation  for 
careful  management,  and  for  liberal  dealing  with  policy-holders.  Its  great  success  has 
largely  reduced  the  actual  cost  of  insurance  to  its  policy-holders,  among  whom  all  the 
profits  of  the  business  are  divided,  and  it  continues  under  the  same  judicious  manage- 
ment that  has  made  it  a  representative  of  the  life-insurance  business. 


AD  VER  TISEMENT8. 


EP0T. 


W.  D.  GARRISON,  Manager. 

C*- ^ — — • ■=^ 

600  rooms  at  $1.00  per  day  and  upwards.     European  Plan. 

First-class  Restaurant,  Dining-Rooms,  Cafe,  and  Lunch 
Counter,  a  la  carte,  at  moderate  prices. 

Guests'  Baggage  to  and  from  Grand  Central  Depot  free. 

Travelers  arriving  via  Grand  Central  Depot  save  Carriage- 
hire  AND  Baggage  Express  by  stopping  at  the  Grand  Union. 

Appletons'  General  Guide  to  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

Compiled  on  the  Plan  of  the  Famous  BAEDEKER  HAND-BOOKS  of  Eu- 
rope.    New  edition  each  Spring,  fully  revised  to  date  of  issue. 


With  numerous  Maps  and  Illustrations. 


In  three  separate  forms. 


ONE  VOLUME  COMPLETE.     12mo.     Morocco  tuck,  flexible,  12.50. 

NEW  ENGLAND  AND  MIDDLE  STATES  AND  CANADA.    One  volume. 
Clotb,  S1.25. 

SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN  STATES.     One  volume.     Cloth,  $1.25. 


D.   APPLETON    &    CO.,    Publishers, 

1,  3,  &  5  Bond  Street,  New  York. 
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1.  THE  STEEL  HAMMER,     By  Louis  Ulbach. 

2.  EVE.    A  Novel.    By  S.  Baring-Goui,i<. 

3.  FOB.  FIFTEEN  YEARS.    A  Sequel  to  "The  Steel  Hammer."    By  Loms  Ulbach. 

4.  A  COUNSEL  OF  PERFECTION.    A  Novel.     By  Lucas  Malet. 

5.  THE   DEEMSTER.     A  Romance.    By  Hall  Caine. 

6.  A  VIRGINIA  INHERITANCE.     By  Edmund  Pendleton. 

7.  NINETTE :  An  Idyll  of  Provence.    By  the  author  of  "Vera." 

8.  "THE    RIGHT    HONOURABLE."      A   Romance  of  Society  and    Politics.     By  Justin   McCarthy  and 

Mrs.  Campbell-Pbaed. 

9.  THE  SILENCE  OF  DEAN  MAITLAND.    By  Maxwell  Gret. 

10.  MRS  LORIMER:   A  Study  in  Black  and  White.    By  Lucas  Malet. 

11.  THE  ELECT   LADY.     By  George  MacDonald. 

12.  THE  MYSTERY  OF  THE  "  OCEAN  STAR."    A  Collection  of  Maritime  Sketches.    By  W.  Clark  Russell. 

13.  ARISTOCRACY.     A  Novel. 

14.  A  RECOILING  VENGEANCE.     By  Frank  Barrett.    With  Illustrations. 

15.  THE  SECRET  OF  FONTAINE-LA-CROIX.    By  Margaret  Field. 

16.  THE  MASTER  OP  RATHKELLY.     By  Hawlet  Smart. 

17-  DONOVAN  :  A  Modern  Eng-lishman.     By  Edna  Ltall.    (A  new  cheap  edition.) 

18.  THIS  MORTAL  COIL.    By  Grant  Allen. 

19.  A  FAIR  EMIGRANT.     By  Rosa  Mulholland. 

20.  THE  APOSTATE.    A  Romance.    By  Ernest  Daudet. 

21.  RALEIGH  WESTGATE;   or,  Epimenides  in  Maine.    By  Helen  Kendrick  Johnson. 

22.  ARIUS  THE  LIBYAN:   A  Romance  of  the  Primitive  Church.    (A  new  cheap  edition.) 

23.  CONSTANCE,   AND  CALBOT'S   RIVAL.    By  Julian  Hawthorne. 

24.  WE  TWO.     By  Edna  Ltall.    (A  new  cheap  edition.) 

25.  A  DREAMER  OF  DREAMS.     By  the  author  of  "  Thoth." 

26.  THE  LADIES'  GALLERY.    A  Novel.     By  Justin  McCartht.  M.  P..  and  Mrs.  Campbell-Praed. 

27.  THE  REPROACH  OF  ANNESLEY.     By  Maxwell  Gret.  author  of  "  The  Silence  of  Dean  Maitland." 

28.  NEAR  TO  HAPPINESS.     A  Novel. 

29.  IN  THE   WIRE-GRASS.     A  Novel.     By  Lodis  Pendleton. 

30.  LACE.     A  Berlin  Romance.    By  Paul  Lindau. 

31.  AMERICAN  COIN.     A  Novel.     By  the  author  of  "Aristocracy." 

32.  WON  BY  WAITING.     By  Edna  Ltall.     (A  new  cheap  edition.) 

33.  THE  STORY  OF  HELEN   DAVENANT.    By  Violet  Fane. 

34.  THE  LIGHT  OF  HER   COUNTENANCE.    By  H.  H.  Botesen. 

35.  MISTRESS  BEATRICE  COPE;    or,  Passages  in  the  Life  of  a  Jacobite's  Daughter.     By  M.  E. 

Lb  Ulerc. 

36  THE  KNIGHT-ERRANT.     By  Edna  Ltall. 

37.  IN  THE  GOLDEN   DAYS.    By  Edna  Ltall. 

38.  GIRALDI;  or,  the  Curse  of  Love.     By  Ross  George  Dering. 

39.  A  HARDY  NORSEMAN.     By  Edna  Ltall. 

40.  THE  ROMANCE  OF  JENNY  HARLOWE,  and  Sketches  of  Maritime  Life.    By  W.  Clark  Russeli,. 

41.  PASSION'S   SLAVE.     A  Novel.    By  Richard  Ashe-King. 

42.  THE  AWAKENING   OF  MARY  FENWICK.    By  Beatrice  Whitby. 

43.  COUNTESS  LORELEY.    Translated  from  the  German  of  Rudolf  Menger. 

44.  BLIND   LOVE.     By  Wilkib  Collins. 

45.  THE  DEAN'S  DAUGHTER.     By  Sophie  F.  F.  Veitch. 

46.  COUNTESS  IRENE.     A  Romance  of  Austrian  Life.    By  J.  Pogerty. 

47.  ROBERT  BROWNING'S  PRINCIPAL  SHORTER  POEMS. 

12mo,  paper  cover.     Price,  50  cents  each.    Botmd  in  red  cloth,  75  cents  each. 
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WILLIAM    KNABE    &    CO.'S 


PIANO    FACTORY, 

These  Instruments  have  been  before  the  public  for  nearly  fifty  years,  and  upon  tlieir  excellence  alone  have 
attained  an  unpurchased  pre-eminence,  whicli  establishes  them  as  unequaled  in  Tone,  Touch,  Workman- 
ship, and  Durability.  Every  Piano  fully  warranted  for  five  years.  Prices  greatly  reduced.  Illustrated 
Catalogues  and  Price-Li  sts  promptly  furnished  on  application. 

A^^II.LIA^M:    KNA^BE    &    CO., 

148  Fifth  Ave.,  near  20th  St.,  New  Tork.  22  &  24  E.  Baltimore  St.,  Baltimore. 

817  Market  Space,  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Washin^on,  D.  C. 

APPLETONS' 

Dictionary  of  New  York. 

A  GUIDE  TO  ALL  PLACES, 

INFORMATION  UPON  ALL  LOCAL  SUBJECTS, 

ALPHABETICALLY  ARRANGED. 


Crowded  with  infoematio?^.      In  form  convenient  for  the  pocket. 

EACH  Spring  to  date  of  issue. 


Revised 


With    Illustrations   and    Excellent   Maps. 
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Two    Great  National  Works 
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YCLOP^DIA 
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OF 

AMERICAN  BIOGRAPHY 


THE  fame  of  APPLETONS'  AMERICAN  CYCLOPEDIA 
extends  the  world  over.  More  than  120,000  sets  have 
been  placed  in  the  homes  of  America.  It  is  the  best,  the  most 
complete,  of  all  Cyclopaedias ;  the  accepted  authority  of  Col- 
leges, Students,  and  Readers. 


APPLETONS'  CYCLOPEDIA  OF  AMERICAN  BIOG- 
RAPHY is  the  latest  and  most  interesting  addition  to  the 
books  of  the  century.  It  is  a  complete  history  of  the  Litera- 
ture, Laws,  Theology,  Inventions,  Art,  Music,  Discovery,  Wars, 
and  Governments  of  the  American  Continent.  Elaborately  illus- 
trated. Sixty  full-page  portraits  on  steel.  Over  2,000  vignette 
portraits  and  engravings  in  the  text. 


For  specimen-pages,  with  prices,  terms  of  sale,  etc.,  of  these  two 
great  works,  address 

D.  APPLETON  &  CO.,  Publishers, 

i>  3.  &  5  Bond  Street,  New  York. 
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BROTHERS' 


MATCHLESS 

PIANOS 

UNRIVALLED    IN    WORKMANSHIP, 

TONE,  DESIGN  AND  DURABILITY. 

MODERATE    PRICES. 

33  Union  jsquare 
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Orgai?ized  1543. 

Purely  Mutual. 

No  Stockholders. 


Assets,  Jan.  l,  1890,  $104,000,000 
Surplus,  "  "  15,000,000 
Income,  1889,  -  -  27,000,000 
New  Ins.,   "    -   150,000,000 


Policies  in  Force  Jan.  1,  1890, 

150,000. 
Ins.  in  Force  Jan.  1,  1890, 
$500,000,000. 


The  COMPANY'S  Building  and  Home  Office, 

346  &  348  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 


^' 


^^ 


THE   FORTY-FIFTH 
ANNUAL   REPORT,   ISSUED 
JANUARY  I,  1890,  SHOWS  A   LARGE    . 
INCREASE   IN   ASSETS,   INCOME,  AND 
INSURANCE   WRITTEN   AND   IN   FORCE. 


TTTHE  new  YORK  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 
I  has  been  in  business  forty-five  years,  has  paid 
insured  policy-holders  over  one  hiandred  and 
twenty-nine  million  dollars,  and  has  accumulated 
for  the  security  of  policies  now  in  force  over  one 
hundred  millions  more. 

Its  interest  account  shows  that  the  earnings  of 
invested  funds  have  paid  all  expenses  of  management, 
and  added  over  nine  million  dollars  to  the  contribu- 
tions of  policy-holders  for  their  mutual  protection  and 
profit. 

Its  investment  account  shows  a  net  profit  on 
investments  of  over  four  million  dollars,  after  deduct- 
ing all  charges  for  depreciation  in  value  of  securities, 
and  all  premiums  paid  on  bonds. 


It  is  the  largest  purely  mutual  Company 
issuing  policies  on  the  Tontine  plan,  and  the  results  of 
its  policies  on  this  plan  have  been  unsurpassed. 

Its  Tontine  policies,  as  now  written,  are  non-for- 
feiting, and  incontestable  according  to  terras  therein ; 
are  unrestricted  as  to  residence  and  travel  after  two 
years,  and  payable  immediately  upon  receipt  and  ap- 
proval of  proofs  of  death.  If  desired,  they  are  written 
with  guarantee  of  Mortuary-Dividend  equal  to  one  half, 
or  all  premiums  paid,  as  may  be  agx'eed,  in  case  of  death 
during  the  Tontine  period.  At  the  end  of  the  Tontine 
period  several  options  as  to  methods  of  settlement — in- 
cluding a  cash  value — are  guaranteed  the  insured. 

All  approved  forms  of  policies  issued,  including  In- 
surance Bonds  with  guaranteed  interest. 


For  particula.r8,  send  your  address  and  date  of  birth  to  the  Home  Office,  as  above. 
^A^ILLIAM    H.    BEERS,    President. 

HENRY   TUCK,  Vice-President.  RUFUS  W.  WEEKS,  Actuary. 

A.    H.  WELCH,   Second  Vice-President.  THEODORE    M.    BANTA,   Cashier. 

A.    HUNTINGTON,  M.  D.,   Medical   Director. 


